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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


EDITORS DEBATE NORMS OF MARXIST CRITICISM 
Budapest ELET ES [RODALOM in Hungarian 15 Dec 79 p 8 
[Article by Zoltan Iszlai: "The Editors~in-Chief Have Consulted"] 


{Text} The editors-in-chief and chief correspondents of journals of the 
socialist countries held a round table discussion on a few of the key 
concepts of Marxist criticism, and on the cooperation of the journals. The 
meeting took place in the headquarters of the Writers Association on 
December 4th and 5th. 


The introductory lecture, containing numerous new ideological elements and 
features, was delivered by Sandor Koczkas on the first day of the meeting. 
He was challenged by Georgi Markov of Bulgaria, by Dimitri Hrenkov from 
Leningrade, by Gyozo Hajdu, the editor of the IGAZ $20 (Trne World) from 
Romania, by Siegfried Ronisch, the editor of the WEIMARER BEITRAGE (Weimar 
Studies), as well as by Rafis Gabor Hajdu, the associate editor of the 
KRITIKA (Cricitism) and by Lazar Lazarev, who is also the associate editor 
and a columnist for the VOPROSI LITYERA TURV (Questions of literature) of 
Moscow. 


When presenting his views on how literary processes reflect existing social 
and human relations, Sandor Koczkas was really summarizing the conclusions 
of a prolonged Hungarian collective research on literary theory that lasted 
for several years. Based largely on Hungarian and foreign literary works 

of the nineteen-sixties and seventies, he dealt especially with the extent 
and nature of the changes in the value system of Marxist aesthetics, which 
is used by critics and literary historians to weigh and to place into proper 
qualitative order all published works. 


The three value systems examined included the inter-related concept of 
partisanship, populism and realism. One of the chief goals of the analysis 
was to find out the relative and cultural-political content of the above 
three concepts, and to learn how they could be ammended so as to make them 
into the direct touchstones of purely aesthetic evaluations. 


Both the lecturer and the other participants of the debate--who were not too 
polarized--agreed that the specific works of the past two decades speak of 
the richly varied application of the Realist method of creativity in the 
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countries. For this reason, it is only with some difficulty that these works 
can be classified into the critical categories which have developed (and 
fossilized) by the nineteen-fifties, and which more often than not, did not 
apply to the works alone, but also categorized their authors--either commending 
or denouncing their ideological manifestations and political views, which 
were not even apparent in their works. All the participants in this debate 
agreed that the only acceptable method of criticism is that when manitestati» 
of basic worth are sought and required only through the analysis of the work 
in question, and--if there is such a thing--through the assessment of the 
author's whole life's work. They also agreed on the important question that 
Socialist Realism is characterized increasingly by the absence of apologies, 
and by a critically oriented social analysis. 


Not everyone .greed with some of the other theses of the introductory lecture. 
A number of them emphasized--among them the presiding Ferenc Juhasz, as well 
as Sandor Ivan Kovacs--that even though Sandor Koczkas was correct in asserting 
that the Realist writers of the Socialist countries have utilized the exper- 
iences of the “non-realist"™ authors of both Socialist and non-Socialist 
countries, and as such accepted from the latter and incorported into their 
works various achievements derived from non-realist views, under no circum- 
stances can this acquisition be labeled as one-sided, or «s one lacking 
dialectics. This acquisition was mutual to the greatest extent. Ever since 
Romanticism, the authors of non-Realist works have also nourished themselves 
with the achievements and traditions of old and new Realisr. 


There were also differences in conjunction with the new collective Hungarian 
interpretation of Lenin's 1905 article concerning the party press; but this 
was not the first instance in the course of the many decades of efforts to 
interpret the meaning of partisanship. The lecturer's proposal to the effect 
that the criteria of the ideological concept of partisanship applicable to 
the area of aesthetics should not be derived from Lenin's whole life's work, 
was not received with uniform approval by the participants. On the other 
hand, the proposal that, when examining and evaluating an author's ideological 
views, as reflected in his works, a literary critic should view not the 
tactical, but rather the strategical side of partisanship, found much more 
favor. 


The third key element of the debate, namely populism, did not receive enough 
attention, as compared to the other two. This was so, even though Sandor 
Koczkas has stated clearly that in our days populism is understood to be 

not only the plasticity of national character and the rediscovery of folklore 
elements, but first of all an author's effort to represent the real interests 
of the workers in accordance with the nation's true social composition. 


The commentators accepted the view that realism is one of the forms of the 
manifestation of populism, but they failed to penetrate into the essence 

of this very timely problem. On the other hand, they generally spoke avout 
the appearance of folklore elements in their respective literatures, and on 
the other, they limited themselves to the enumeration of the preservation 
of local traditions and manifestations of historicism. 




















At the end, there remained no time for critical discussion of one of the 
completely novel and interesting attempts at critical definition presented 

by the Hungarian proposal. This is all the more lamentable, as the utiliza- 
tion of such contradictory concepts as "illusion-filled” or “illusion-free” 
literary portrayals in literarycriticismwould probably mean that Hungarian 

and foreign Marxist critiques would be enriched by a new and meaningful category 
of expression. To achieve this goal, however, it would be essential to work 


out the specific meaning of this concept and agree to its universal use in 
literary criticism. 
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ALBANIA 


DAILY PAPER STATES U.S. POLICE ARE INSTRUMENT OF VIOLENCE 
AUO20950 Tirana ZERI i ?POPULLIT in Albanian 28 Dec 79 p 4 AU 


[Article by L. Valbona: "Violence and Brutality, Characteristics of the 
American ‘Democracy’ ] 


[Text] In its efforts to keep the working class and the other broad work. 
masses under its domination the bourgeoisie has in its service a whole 
apparatus of violence, including the army, police, courts, prisons, 
attorneys and so on which defend the bourgeois rights and the dictatorship 
of capital. A large mumber of terroristic and fascist organizations--which 
terrorize and kill innocent people, especially progressive and democratic 
people who resolutely resist oppression and exploitation--are also at the 
service of the bourgeoisie. 


In the United States, just as in all the capitalist countries, the bourgeoisie 
maintains a whole apparatus of violence, especially a powerful and very active 
police, so as to preserve its rule. The American police have acquired a 

vast experience in terrorizing the peoples’ masses, setting an example and 
model for the police of all the other capitalist countries. Thousands 

of police cadres from various countries of the world, especially Latin 
American countries, undergo specialization at the American Police Academy. 


In response to the exacerbation of the class struggle waged by the American 
proletariat the bourgeoisie has continually reinforced and modernized its 
police torce. To this end, the bourgeoisie has never spared its money. 
According to data published in the American press, the expenditure for the 
police force has increased by 15 percent every year. 


The American police run an enormous network of public information and eaves- 
dropping. The informers of the American police, spread throughout the 
country--in plants, factories, schools and so forth--follow and eavesdrop 

on every “suspected” person, and, based on information provided by the 
informers, the police maintain files against workers and progressive people. 
The FBI has fingerprints of and keeps files on 183 million Americans and 

the American immigration service keeps such identification for about 

50 million people. Various laws empower the American police to plant 
permanent informers, who continually maintain radio contact with the police 
center, near every residential building. 











Te protect unscathed the interests of the bourgeoisie. the American police, 
being the watchdog of the bourgeoisie, commit most ugly <rimes. The police in 
llouston have set up a $350,000 fund for eliminating elements that are 
"turbulent™ and “dangerous” to public erder. There are innumerable cases of 
militants of the proletariat and other progressive peopl- and opponents 

of the aggressive policy of American imperialists disappearing without trace, 
and the police considers these cases as closed because of “lack of evidence,” 
regardless of the fact that the assassins are well-known by the police. 


According to the U.S. NEWS magazine, police brutality and violence have 
increased from year to year. Police violence is particularly savage in 

the southern states and in California, Philadelphia, Miami, Boston, Vhicago 
and in the farm areas of Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and so forth. 


The American police commits many crimes for racial motives. Negroes, 
Puerto Ricans and other backward national minorities are the first victims 
of police violence. Policemen fire at them on the least suspicion. The 
number of such victims among the negroes and other national minorities 

is 10-13 times higher than the number of white victims. 


Also in the service of the American bourgeoisie are a large number of 
fascist organizations, which include over 100,000 criminals, racisis and 
rabid anticommunists in their ranks. They stop at no crime at all, if the 
crime serves the itterests of the American bourgeoisie. 


For demagogic ends, the bourgeois American propaganda voices its "anxiety" 
over the increasing police brutality. Moreover, the bourgeoisie even enacts 
laws that “severely condemn the practice of violence. It also organizes 
mock trials to "punish" some policemen who “do not obey the law.” This 
demagogic noise cannot convince anybody when facts speak to the contrary. 
And it cannot be otherwise, under the conditions of the intensification 

of the class struggle waged by the proletariat, the American bourgeoisie 
is increasingly strengthening its oppressive apparatus so as to preserve 
its domination because, as Engels stressed, "the more the class contradic- 
tions within the state exacerbate, the stronger the public power (in which 
he saw the police, the army, the prisons and so forth) becomes. 
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ALBANIA 


BRIEFS 


HE URAN ISAI ACTIVITY--A seminar was organized in the Lapardha higher-type 
cooperative in Berat District by the AWP Central Committee to study the 
achievements of the district party organizations in setting up special 
schools for the disseminatior. of science and advanced experience in 
agricultural cooperatives. The seminar was attended by district party 
committee secretaries, as well as by Hekuran Isai, AWP Central Committee 
Politburo member and secretary, who also opened the seminar. A veport 
was delivered by Mihallaq Gogu, Berat District party committer secretary, 
who spoke about the work being done in the district through the schools 
to put agriculture cn a more scientific basis. He said that eight such 
schools are func. ov: in the district and that about 1,000 people are 


attending them. ‘41J102129 Tirana Domestic Service in Albanian 1900 GMT 
10 Jan 80 AU] 


"BASHKIMIL* CHANGES PUBLICATION DAY--Announcement: Beginning tomorrow, 
31 December 1979, the newspaper BASHKIMI [published 6 days a week] will 
be published on Mondays. The paper will not be published on Tuesdays. 


[Signed] The editorial staff. [Text] [AU081125 Tirana BASHKIMI in Albanian 
30 Dec 79 p 4 AU] 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


INTEGRATION OF POLITICAL, PROFESSIONAL TRAINING EMPHASIZED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 190, 14 Dec 79 p 2 


[Report from Berlin: "Greater Importance fo Be Attributed to Ideological 
Training of GDR Students." A translation of the Boehme speech, as 
excerpted by the East Berlin FORUM, discussed below, follows this 
commentary ] 


[Text] The "Marxist-Leninist basic study curriculum" compulsory for all 
GDR students is to be given even greacer weight in future [higher 
education] training. This was emphasized by GDR Higher Education Minister 
Hans-.vachim Boehme in a speech to party functionaries. The student of the 
eighties will have to meet high-level requirements that will pre-suppose a 
solid ideological-political foundation for his personality and scientific 
work. Plans must therefore be made on how the manysided forms of Marxist- 
Leninist continued training as well as the "ccasistent study" of SED 
decisions and documents can be combined more effectively with specific 
scientific tasks and the mission of education. At the same time, the 
"militant struggle" of students with “imperialism” is to be promoted more 
effectively. (FORUM 22/79) 


Students’ Commitment to Socialism 
East Berlin FORUM in German Vol 33 No 22, Nov 79 pp 4-5 


[Excerpts from a speech by Prof Hans-Joachim Boehme, GDR minister for GDR 
university and technical school affairs, at a meeting of the University and 
Technical School Council (date and place not given): "Studying Means 
Affirmation and Action for Socialism] 


[Text] The Secretariat of the SED Central Committee and the Presidium of 
the GDR Council of Ministers have decided to convene the Fifth GDR 
Conference on Higher Education on 4 and 5 September 1980 in Berlin. 

















The program of the SED which was resolved at the ninth party conference, 
sets the task of further developing the sciences and higher education 
system according to the requirements of the developed socialist society. 


The upcoming conference will generalize the experiences that have been 
collected along this road in the past. On the basis of this accounting it 
is necessary to analyze future tasks and to mobilize all forces of society 
for their solution. 


At stake is the consistent continuation of our socialist higher education 
policy. Its aim is high and highest quality and social effectiveness in 
scientific work during training, study and research. This is the way to 
prepare, and constantly train, communist experts who will be able to use 
more advanced science and technology even more effectively to strengthen 
our material-technical base and to solve our sociopolitical problems. 
Increasing foreign policy tasks will have to be met. 


Our socialist higher education system is making an essential contribution 
to train that generation of socialist intelligentsia which, hand in hand 
with the working class and under its leadership, takes an active part in 
the perfection of our developed socialist society. 


This basic task can be fulfilled by universities and institutes of higher 
learning only if they further develop their position as centers of science, 
education and culture. This implies especially the following points: 


--In communist training and education they must strive for highest quality 
in the processes of theoretically well founded and practical knowledge, and 
must stimulate and develop various talents. 


--They must bring about a unity of education and training, and thus train 
the communist professional expert. 


--They must devote their best efforts to the continued education of 
graduates and, in addition, of all workers. 


--They must make even stronger contributions to scientific development and 
through high-level work and highest achievements in basic and applied 
research as well as in the transmission and application of acquired 
knowledge use their important scientific potential with a high degree of 
social e*fectiveness. 


--They must preserve progressive traditions of scientific and ideological- 
cultural life, and satisfy to an increasingly greater degree the growing 
demands of workers for advanced education and science in the GDR and other 
countries. 


--They must participate actively in the ideological education of workers 
and provide strong initiatives for ideological work and make an essential 














contribution to the struggle with the different kinds of anticommunism and 
bourgeois ideology. 


Professional Training and Political Education 


In our preparation for the Fifth Conference on Higher Education we proceed 
from the assumption that the education and training of students and future 
generations is the noblest and most important task of universities and 
institutes of higher education. This task must be accomplished in close 
mutual relation with the total range of scientific activity, especially 
research. 


The main criterion is the even more specific realization of the unity of a 
high level of professional knowledge and the formation of clear political 
attitudes among all students, as well as the even more effective 
organization of study as a productive phase in the lives of young people. 
This is primarily a political challenge for all teachers and students 
because development of the will to achieve, as well as the full realization 
of personal potential by each individual in and for socialism, are based on 
a politically motivated attitude toward work, science and study. High 
scientific achievements in training and education, high accomplishments in 
studies happen especially in an atmosphere of creative work in the interest 
of the party. To make all university instructors and students active 
participants in this process, to organize ideological education, the 
development of a communist attitude toward work, as well as the special 
utilization of all the educational and self-educational potential of the 
collective, and to constantly keep in mind all sides of the personality-- 
this is our actual task, as it was before. At the same time, the increasing 
complexity of the social process demands that greater attention be paid to 
the complexity of communist education. 


It is our task to apply with greater consistency and responsibility these 
conclusions to the practical activities of each individual and all 
collectives so that, especially in the process of scientific work and study, 
any achievements that have been made and can be tested will be applied ever 
more effectively to the objective requirements demanded of the education 

and training of scientific cadres. In this process the socialist youth 
organization, as the political organization of the students, is the most 
effective partner of the faculty. 


Improvement in Level and Quality 


Proceeding from these assumptions, we should discuss in the coming months 
the requirements in regard to the improvement of the level and quality of 
education and training, especially under the following two aspects: 


1. How do we achieve a more effective degree of firm basic political 
convictions and attitudes which will be demonstrated through high 
achievements in the process the future formation of developed socialism in 
the GDR? 

















Starting points for us are objective, qualitative requirements to be made 
of future university cadres, such as 


--the basic mastery of Marxism-Leninism, and the students’ readiness and 
ability to apply party policy to their personal actions at any time; 


--their solid mastery of the theory and practice of subject matter, and 
their ability to gain new scientific knowledge through independent research 
as well as to work us able organizers who can prove their ability to develop 
scientific work organization and who know how to work with other people in 
utilizing the experiences of the collective and apply critical standards to 
their achievements; 


--their personality development through extensive general knowledge, a high 
level of culture and marked social and political interests. 


Social Involvement 


The student of the eighties and nineties, the active contributor to the 
formation of the developed socialist society, must meet high-level demands 
which presuppose a solid political-ideological foundation of his 
personality and scientific work. To prepare him effectively for this role 
requires above all that all university teachers are knowledgeable, alive 
and convincing in giving a personal example of social involvement in the 
cause of practical socialism. 


This also means that students must try harder to become familiar with party 
policy and to acquire basic scientific knowledge. 


We should therefore consider how, among other things, the many different 
forms of Marxist-Leninist continued education, the consistent study of the 
party resolutions and documents, can be combined even more effectively with 
specific scientific tasks and educational challenges. The daily routine of 
working, studying and living at the university must be molded increasingly 
by the values and norms of socialism because in this way especially an 
effective contribution will be made to the perfection of communist 
education. 





The focal point of the political-ideological training at advanced schools 
and of the further perfection of the students’ communist education as well 
as that of future scientific generations is and remains the inculcation and 
acquisition of Marxism-Leninism. It is the joint task of the entire 
faculty, of all students and the socialist youth organization, to utilize 
the historical truths and the living and convincing strength of Marxism- 
Leninism in an even more lasting way for the interpretation of the 
revolutionary dynamic processes occurring in our times, and to promote more 
effectively militant discussions with imperialism. Criteria for this work 
are high achievements in the interest of strengthening our socialist 
fatherland and in the further development of all the advantages and forces 
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of the socialist state community. Socialist military training must become 
an integral part of the total educational process so that the student as 
an active citizen is ready and able to an even higher degree to defend 
courageously the achievements of socialism under all conditions. 


We expect of all students that, guided by their trust in the righteousness 
of party policies, they will strive with political courage, consistency and 
militancy for high achievements in their studies, and that they will 
utilize their studies and political work in the youth organization in a way 
that they will be able to fully apply in practice their responsibilities as 
citizens and socialist professional experts. 


Responsibility of tne FDJ Group 


We are therefore very anxious to promote even more strongly the close and 
friendly cooperation of every university teacher with the teachers of the 
basic course in Marxism-Leninism and with all the leaders and functionaries 
of the FDJ [East German State Youth Organization], and to promote also the 
exchange of experiences and arguments, the continued analysis of political- 
moral attitudes, including those toward the students’ achievements, to 
support the aid for the FDJ study year and the development of a trusting 
party-oriented atmosphere in FDJ collectives as well as active political 
discussions among students. All of these activities are forms of political 
qualification as part of the work process which must be pursued more 
persistently by the leadership, and utilized more effectively by each 
individual. 


2. How can we achieve a more conscious and purposeful formation of self- 
reliance and personal responsibility in instruction and studies, in order 
to promote the creative application of scientific knowledge in practice? 


New educational plans have been developed and introduced in the past years, 
and through them a long-range, stable concept of education and training on 
a high level and according to unified standards was created. An essential 
advantage is the fact that, on the basis of a solid foundation in their 
respective subjects and at an early stage of their training, students are 
induced to find independent solutions for scientific problems, they are 
included in research and are trained to apply scientific knowledge in 
practice. This will open up new possibilities for students so that they 
themselves can assume responsibility for the full achievement of their 
potential in their studies and in preparation for future activities. 


To Use Studies Effectively 


The main field for the promotion of independence and personal responsibility 
of students are educational activities and independent study. Through the 
youth organization the students must be made even more aware that an 
effective utilization of their studies and study time is their most 
important social task. At the same time we want to point out that daily 
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educational activities must be planned even more deliberately with the 
purpose of providing stronger motivation for independent scientific work 
by all students. Semester, full year, and diploma assignments especially 
should be closely associated with the faculty's scientific profile, and 
should be orlented toward topics that are politically and economically 
important and educationally valuable. This includes the even better 
utilization of the possibilities existing for the practical application of 
students’ achievements combines, enterprises, associations and 
institutions. 


Even more extensive use must also be made of possibilities that will draw 
all students into the scientific life of institutions of higher learning, 
faculties and fields of science. In cooperation with the socialist youth 
organization scientific competition among students with annual science 
fairs at institutes of higher learning should be promoted to the point 
where more basic study courses, central scientific student conferences and 
scientific competitions should be organized in order to create additional 
areas of achievement for independent scientific work by students. 


In the past years the youth organization made an essential contribution 
toward developing among students a stronger political-ideological attitude 
toward study. They did this through youth-related projects, student 
planning and construction offices, propaganda activities, and through 
scientific competitions which helped develop intensive and practical 
scientific work, and promote the spirit of discovery and research. 
Political highlights of this program were and are the "FDJ Student Days." 


Independence and Responsibility 


The search and support for talents and special qualifications among students 
will be given greater importance. This is the main source for the education 
of a capable scientific future generation. It is accomplished on the basis 
of a high level of education for all students, on the basis of requirements 
whose contents are described in the plans of study. Based on our past 
experiences in talent promotion it can be stated that it is among the 
noblest duties of each university teacher to recognize and promote talent 


at an early stage, talent shown by winners in mathematics, physics and 
Russian olympiads, by recipients of the Lessing medal in gold, by top 


students and recipients of special scholarships, by winners of competitions, 
science fairs, etc. Students who are especially talented in specific 
scientific disciplines and subjects should be prepared for final university 
examinations through individual study plans. 


The educational training in independence and personal responsibility, 
closely connected with a firm philosophical and political attitude, in 
qualities like militancy, the readiness to take risks, a high sense of 
social responsibility--all this is best accomplished through a relationship 
of trust between teachers and students during the scientific work process. 
The politically even more effective development of the relationship between 
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teachers and students is a decisive subjective factwr in raising the level 
and quality of education and training. This c operation should 
increasingly be marked by a common political-philosophical position and by 
common social goils for both teachers and students: 


~~by the responsible role of the university teacher, with an increasing 
personal responsibility of the students, 


--through joint work performed by teachers and students in and with the 
fields of science so that new scientific knowledge can be obtained and 
applied to the interests of society. 


This is what we consider to be the essential elements of academic teaching 
and study in accordance with the style of socialism. 
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WEST GERMAN COMMENTARY: GDR CATHOLIC CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 3 Jan 80 » 4 


[Article by Peter Jochen Winters: "Catholic Church in GDR Will Not Be Drawn 
Into Dialogue Between Christians and Marxists: Even QOvertures by East German 
CDU Are Rejected--Bishops and Priests Encounter Scarcely Any Obstruction in 
Exercising Their Office." For translation of articles on State-Catholic 
Church Relations published in East Berlin BEGEGNUNG, the pro-GDR regime 
journal cited below, see the following JPRS issues of this series: 73679, 

13 Jun 79, No 1690, pp 71-77; and 74037, 17 Aug 79, No 1708, pp 11-15. For a 
translation of a Cologne DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV article presenting more detailed 
information on priesthood training in the GDR, a subject briefly touched on 
below, see JPRS 72435, 13 Dec 78, No 1620 of this series, pp 52-62. For ad- 
ditional West German analysis of GDR-Vatican relations, see JPRS 74241, 

25 Sep 79, No 1718 of this series, pp 6-14] 


[Text] The Catholic Church in the GDR has about 1.3 million faithful and is 
therefore a minority church, In the socialist society, defined by atheistic 
Marxism-Leninism, it is a tolerated minority which considers it has the best 
chance of survival by strictly confining itself to religious affairs and, as 
a matter of principle, not commenting any political issues. Im contrast to 
the Protestant Churches in the GDR the Catholic Church has always determined- 
ly refused to let itself be drawn into the dialog between Christians and 
Marxists, or allow itself to be harnessed to the propaganda cart of state 
and party. It has been equally at pains to avoid any appearance of politi- 
cal opposition; bishops and priests hold themselves strictly aloof. This 
line has been consistently followed for 20 years by recently deceased Cardi- 
nal Bengsch, As chairman of the former Berlin Church Administrative Confer- 
ence and the present Berlin Episcopal Conference Bengsch was something like 
the Catholic Primate of the GDR. His policy has had the effect that the 
Catholic Church in the GDR can boast an intact episcopate and a priesthood 
untainted by political contagion. 


In contrast to the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR which de- 
scribes itself as a "Church neither against nor side-by-side with but in- 
midst socialism," the Catholic Church persists in the assertion put forward 
in 1956 by Bishop Spuelbeck of Meissen that it is living in a house built by 
others and with foundations which the Church regards as totally wrong. To 
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begin a dialog with the Marxists in such circumstances can do no more than 
estaplish who “is to clean the stairs." The Catholic bishops in the GDR 
therefore do not think much of talks with the state regarding basic tenets. 


Cardinal Bengsch had never met with SED chief Honecker, On the Catholic 
side there is no equivalent to the talk of 6 March 1978 between Honecker 
and the executive of the Federation o: Protestant Churches in the GDR. There 
are some contacts between the Catholic Church and the state--for example be- 
tween the chairman of the Berlin Episcopal Conference and the State Secreta 
ry for Religious Affairs, also between regional ecclesiastical officials and 
bezirk councils. Im recent years some contacts were also recorded between 
the Vatican and the GDR Govermment. Former Vatican "Foreign Minister" 
Casaroli, for instance, visited the GOR in summer 1975,and soon after taking 
office Pope John Paul II received GDR Foreign Minister Fischer in audience. 


Catholic bishops and priests in the GDR have strictly rejected all approach- 
es by the Eastern CDU which claims to be the "long arm" of ecclesiastical 
policy in the GDR. There are no “peace priests," loyal to the regime, such 
as may be found in other East Europea countries. Bishops and priests in 
the GDR pursue the maxim enunciated by Cardinal Bengsch respecting the need 
to guard the purity of faith and the unity of German Catholics, to respect 
the division of the country but omit anything which my widen it. 


Political Abstinence 


While there are no priests in the GDR, who profess allegiance to "real ex- 
isting socialism” or who may be expected to pursue cooperation between 
Christians and Marxists, some Catholic laymen have allowed themselves to be 
captured by the SED regime. Since 1961 these Catholics, largely involved 
with the Eastern CDU, have published a monthly entitled BEGEGNUNG [Encounter]. 
They now describe it as a “magazine for Catholics in the Church and in so- 
ciety." In 1964 they convoked the "Berlin Conference of European Catholics,” 
which has become the advocate of Soviet and GDR policy but contimues to be 
repudiated by bishops and priests in the GOR. 


At the same time Catholic aloofness from the Protestant Churches in the GR 
and basic political abstinence do not mean that the Catholic bishops in the 
GDR keep silent about everything dome by the party or the state. If it is 
a question of defending the rights of the ministry and of charity as guerar 
teed in the constitution or to condenmm discrimination against Catholic 
C,wistians, which also runs counter to the constitution, they are not afraid 
to speak their minds in public. In 1972, for example, they issued a pasto- 
ral letter objecting to the legalization of abortion. Though they failed to 
prevent passage of the respective law, they did achieve something unique: 
For the first and so far only time in the history of the GDR dissents and 
abstentions were recorded at a vote in the People's Chamber. In 1974 anoth- 
er pastoral letter by the Catholic bishops was read from the pulpits of all 
Catholic churches, objecting to the disadvantages and discrimination suf- 
fered by Christian youth in the GDR educational system. The letter 
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admonished the government to observe the constitution and human rights. To 
the introduction of military instruction in the schools the Berlin Episcopal 
Conference reacted with a petition to the GDR Govermment, submitted in June 
1978, However, in this case also the Catholic Church was not prepared to 
take common action with the Protestant Churches. 


Obvious differences emerge when we compare the situation of Catholics in the 
GDR with that of Catholics in other socialist countries of Eastern Europe. 
At no time has the GOR experienced a Stalinist persecution of the Church, 
involving arrests, torture and the abduction of bishops or priests. No 
show trials of clergymen were staged, no bishop or priest was prevented 
from officiating--with one exception: Bishop Doepfner of Berlin, at the 

time resident in West Berlin, was allowed from 1958 on to visit East Berlin 
only but could not travel to any other parish of his bishopric located in 
the GOR. No monasteries were compulsorily closed down, no monks or nuns ex- 
iled. The Church's charitable institutions were allowed to continue their 
operations, and the Church remains in possession of its farms and forests. 
The state has not claimed the right to object to nor to have a voice in de- 
termining either the appointment of bishops or parish priests. The GDR Gow 
ermment regards as obsolete the concordats concluded with Prussia in 1929 
aid the Reich concordat of 1933. The “Handbuch der Deutschen Demokratischen 
Republik" [Manual of the Germami Democratic Republic} lately issued in 
Leipzig comments: "The government does not interfere in the appointment of 
bishops or similar issues." The Vatican, though, informs the government of 
episcopal appointsents before officially publishing the name, 


At the moment there are about 300 monasteries and similar institutions in 
the GDR. Some 2,000 mms and 700 monks live and work there. The nuns labor 
primarily in the charitable facilities of the Catholic Church, A total of 
35 different orders and secular institutions are operating in the GDR; all 
complain about the lack of new entrants. Well-know monasteries are located 
in Heiligenstadt (Redemptorists), in Rosenthal near Kamenz (Cistercians), 
Leipzig (Dominicans) and on Huy near Halberstadt (Benedictines). Enclosed 
nunmneries are located in Marienstern and Marienthal (Cistercians), Bautzen 
(Franciscans), Erfurt (Ursulines) and Alexanderdorf near Berlin (Benedic- 
tines). Caritas has seven diocesan offices in the GOR, complementing its 
central office, the German Caritas Association in East Berlin. It operates 
34 Catholic hospitals with 5,438 beds, which handle about 76,000 patients 

a year, 118 old age and nursing homes with 3,571 places, 14 homes for the 
mentally handicapped with 791 places, 30 children's and infants homes with 
1,130 places, 137 parish nurse stations and more than 80 kindergardens and 
creches as well as recreation homes and sanitaria. The Caritas associations 
train their staffs in their own educational centers for ecclesiastical- 
charitable professions. They maintain one school for social workers, two 
for kindergarden teachers and two for teaching assistants. According to the 
1975 agreement between the Church and the government, the nine Catholic 
teaching hospitals were awarded 215 training places for nurses and 40 for 
children's nurses each year. In accordance with an agreement on remmera- 
tion, concluded in 1967 between Caritas and the FDGB, the payment of employ- 
ees in Catholic health and social welfare facilities is the same as tur em 
ployees in state facilities. The charitable institutions of the Catholic 
Church in the GOR employ 7,400, 
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Since 195] there has been the Catholic St Benno Publishing House in Leipzig. 
In addition to Catholic literature this also issues the bi-weekly Church 
newspaper TAG UES HERRN [The Lord's Day}. The ST HEDWIGS-BLATT has been ap- 
pearing weekly in the Eastern part of the Berlin bishopric since 1953. 
Anybody may freely subscribe to these two newspapers at the post office. As 
the GDR Government began in 1951 to refuse entry to all priests and theolo- 
gians from the West, the Catholic bishops in the GDR--after some serious 
clashes with the state--established their own seminary for the priesthood 
in 1952, the “philosophical-theological college” in Erfurt. Since 1959 this 
seminary has been a papal theological college administered by a faculty 
board. The GDR offers the following opportunities for training for the 
priesthood; A prospective student must have completed the 10th grade or vo- 
cational training. He will then prepare for the study of theology by taking 
a 3-year course at the Norbertuswerk in Magdeburg. High school graduates 
without knowledge of Latin and Greek begin their theological studies with 

a l~year language course in Schoeneiche near Berlin. The two preparatory 
courses are followed by the study of theology proper at the seminary in 
Erfurt, which lasts 9 semesters. The training concludes with 14 years of 
parochial training in the parochial seminaries at Neuzelle (Frankfurt/Oder 
Bezirk) or Huysburg near Halberstadt. There is neither a numerus clausus 
nor any other restriction on the study of theology. However, anyone wish- 
ing to enter the priesthood must apply to his bishop. 


Vatican Concession 


Since 1969, when the former all-German Protestant Church in Germany split 
up and the eight Protestant Land Churches in the GDR joined in the Federe- 
tion of Protestant Churches in the GDR, the SED has called on the Catholic 
Church also to adjust ecclesiastical borders to national borders. However, 
only the Vatican is competent to carry out a regional rearrangement of ec- 
clesiastical districts. So far GDR efforts have failed to extract from the 
lloly See a “normalization of ecclesiastical administration in the GOR by 
raising the episcopal offices of Erfurt-Meiningen, Magdeburg and Schwerin 
to canonically independent jurisdictions"--that is apostolic administrations 
or even bishoprics. Still, in recent years the Vatican has made some con- 
cessions: In 1973 by the appointment of apostolic administrators and in 
1976 by the establishment of the Berlin Episcopal Conference. Bishops and 
priests consider the present status adequate; no pastoral needs appear to 
call for the complete independence of the ecclesiastical districts in the 
GDR. 


Large clunks of the West German bishoprics of Osnabrueck, Fulda and Wuerz- 
burg as well as of the Paderborn archibishopric are located on GDR territo- 
ry, and so are six parishes of the Hildesheim diocese. After the war the 
West German bishops appointed episcopal commissioners for those sectors of 
their dioceses which were situated beyond the zone borders, and to which 
they were no longer permitted to travel. In Schwerin, for example, an 
archiepiscopal coumissioner acted on behalf of the Bishop of Osnabrueck, in 
Magdeburg an archiepiscopal commissioner for the Archbishop of Paderborn, 
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in Erfurt am episcopal commissioner for the Bishop of Fulda, and in 
Meiningen an episcopal commissioner for the Bishop of Wuerzburg. Following 
the ratification of the basic treaty, the Vatican in 1973 appointed aposto- 
lic commissioners three of the four commissioners officiating in the GR, 
who had all previously been consecriited bishops. As apostolic commission- 
ers they are directly subordinated to the Vatican. At the same time the 
episcopal commissioner in Erfurt wus also appointed apostolic administrator 
for the Meiningen episcopal commissariat which since then has been adninis- 
tered from Erfurt as an episcopal curacy. Still, diocesan borders were left 
untouched by the appointment of apostolic administrators, and the episcopal 
commissariats were merely renamed episcopal offices, acquiring a regular 
episcopal administration and their own vicars general. In ecclesiastical 
law the sections of the dioceses located on GDR territory continue to belong 
to the respective West German bishoprics. On the other hand, the writs of 
appointment of Bishops Theissing (Schwerin), Braun (Magdeburg) and 
Aufderbeck (¥=furt-Meiningen) to apostolic administrators state that they 
are “permanently appointed" and have “the rights and duties of a resident 


bishop.” 
Berlin Episcopal Conference 


The Vatican thus did make some concessions to GDR wishes but avoided any re- 
drawing of ecclesiastical districts such as occurred in 1972 in the former 
German eastern territories across the Oder and Neisse--the present-day 
Polish western territories. At that time the Goerlitz archiepiscopal com 
missariat, situated west of the Oder and Neisse on GOR territory, was split 
off from Wroclaw and given independence as the Goerlitz apostolic adminis- 
tration, At the same time the Berlin bishopric which includes parts of the 
GDR, East Berlin and West Berlin, was removed from the Wroclaw metropolitan 
association and--similar to the Meissen bishopric, reestablished in 1921l-- 
directly subordinated to the Vatican as an “exempt bishopric.” At this 
time nobody questions the unity of the Berlin bishopric. 


In October 1976 the Vatican made another concession to the GDR. In 1950 a 
Berlin Church Administrative Conference had been set up, which functioned 
as a conference of East German bishops to represent a regional conference 

of bishops--similar to the Bavarian one--within the Union of the German 
(Fulda) Episcopal Conference. In 1976 it was removed fram the Union of the 
German Episcopal Conference and given independent status. Now it is the 
“Berlin Episcopal Conference," possesses territorial aithority and therefore 
ranks as an independent regional episcopal conference in accordance with the 
council resolution "Christus Dominus." Its statutes, though, say that its 
decisions do not affect the western part of the Berlin bishopric. The 
Bishop of Berlin is also a wember of the German Episcopal Conference al- 
though represented there in perpetuity by a permanent delegate from West 
Berlin, In the person of its bishop, therefore, the Berlin bishopric links 
the two German episcopal conferences. That is not the least reason why so 
much importance is assigned the appointment of the new Bishop of Berlin as 
successor to Cardinal Bengsch who died on 13 December last. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WEST GERMAN EVALUATION OF GDR STATE-CHURCH RELATIONS 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV in German Vol 12 No 11, Nov 79 signed to press 
26 Oct 79 pp 1128-1132 


{Article by Gisela Helwig , member of DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV editorial staff: 
"New Prospects for Christians in the GDR?--On the Dessau Synod of the 

Federc ion of Protestant Churches." A translation of the Hans-Jeurgen 

Roeder article, cited in footnote 3, appears in JPRS 71228, 2 Jun 78, 

No 1542 of this series, pp 46-49. Translations of articles by Roeder and 
Gisela Helwig, cited in footnote 10, are available in the following two 

JPRS issues of this series, respectively: 71992, 5 Oct 78, No 1593, pp 22- 
28; and 73572, 30 May 79, No 1686, pp 34-36. With reference to footnote 

12, for a translation of the Bonn DIE WELT interview with GDR Bishop Schoenherr, 
see JPRS 74549, 9 Nov 79 of this series, pp 52-54. For additional commentary 
(both East and West German) on GDR State-Church relations, see the following 
JPRS issues of this series: 74521, 6 Nov 79, No 1731, pp 22-24; 74168, 

12 Sep 79, No 1715, pp 42-45; 74037, 17 Aug 79, No 1708, pp 11-15, and 

73103, 28 Mar 79, No 1662, pp 87-93] 


[Text] Representatives of churches and religious groups were also invited 
when the GDR celebrated the 30th anniversary of its founding. During the 
elaborate festivities in the Palace of the Republic on 6 October, the GDR 
Protestant Church Federation was represented by Bishop Albrecht Schoenherr 
and Church President Eberhard Natho, the Catholic Church by Monsignor 

Paul Dissemond, secretary of the Berlin Bishops' Conference, and the Associa- 
tion of Jewish Communities in the GDR by Vice President Herbert Ringer. 
These representatives were seated-~2n event described a: “extraordinary” 

by church observers--in a "prominent place" among the 150 persons who made 
up the chairmanship of the event,! and SED Secretary General Erich Honecker 
paid them a tribute when he thanked all citizens "who regardless of philo- 
sophical or religious convictions have in many ways contributed their best 
efforts for the prosperity of our country, our socialist society." 


Dialog Between State and Church 
Liven a cautious interpretation will have to admit that the dialog between 


state and Church in the GDR has made constructive progress since 6 March 1978, 
when Erich Honecker met with representatives of the Church Federation for 
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discussions that made headlines.3 This became evident also at the Church 
Federation Synod held in Dessau from 21 to 25 September. The report of 

the Church leadership conference to the synod stated that the format of the 
dialog between state and Church has proven its value. Meetings have become 
more open, more realistic and thereby more effective. Even though it is to 
be expected that, because of the continuing ideological differences, the 
future too will not be without tensions, there is "no reasonable alternative 
for the coexistence of people of different ideologies in our societies and 
for its responsible development." 


Hans Seigewasser, state secretary for Church questions, emphasized in Dessau 
that "increasingly important lessons have been learned through bilateral 
communication,” and that at meetings of this kind each side respects the 
other.? 


(Seigewasser, who had held his office since 1960, died on 18 October at the 
age >f 74 in Roome where he had planned to participate in the opening of a 
worldwide reunion of former soldiers and resistance fighters. Under the 
Nazis, communist Hans Seigewasser had spent 11 years in prisons and concen- 
tration camps. During his later activities, he oftea referred to the joint 
resistance of Christians and Communists against the Hitler regime. During 
the last 10 years, especially, Seigewasser worked for an improvement in 
the relations between state and Church in the GDR. This was mentioned 
especially by the chairman of the Church Federation, Bishop Schoenherr, in 
his eulogy for the state secretary.) 


The state secretary, in a joint invitation with Mayor ircma Hauschild of 
Dessau, had asked the synod chairmanship, the Church leaders' conference 

and the ecumenical guests to a reception. On this occasion, he called the 
"independent position of the Protestant Churches in the GDR" which started 

10 years ago with the formation of the Church Federation a "proven principle 
for the future as well.” This independent position has given essential 
impetuses to the self-appraisal of the churches and made possible the freedom 
"to determine in their own way their attitude in and to the socialist society 
in the GDR." In reference to the dialog of 6 March 1978, Seigewasser expressed 
the opinion that the question now would be to keep alive the "binding spirit” 
of this meeting, and he continued: "This spirit is valuable because the 
dialog was the result of a 4-year learning process--for the churches and 

also for the state."’ That the concessions made by Honecker at that time have 
been to a large extent fulfilled can be seen from a summary submitted to 

the synod .® A little later, Seigewasser demonstrated once again the new 

style of the communication. On 13 October he participated at the installation 
of Hanns-Joachim Wollstadt as bishop of Goerlitz. On this occasion, he turned 
to Wollstadt's predecessor, Bishop Hans-Joachim Fraenkel, and thanked him 

for the contribution "which he made along the road that, although not always 
free from conflict, was still « good road toward the development of today's 
trusting relat.onship between state and Church."’ Remarkable words considering 
how sharply the bishop, himself all too ready to criticize, was in the past 
frequently criticized by the state. The state secretary assured Fraenkel's 
successor "that the socialist state authorities will continue, in proven ways, 
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to seek communication with you and the Church leadership, and will in unbroken 
continuity work toward the development of good and even trusting relations." 
He emphasized especially that this assurance was not based on pragmatic and 
superficial or tactical considerations .8 


Noteworthy lil.ewise were the newspaper references to the synod this year. 
Twice NEUES DEUTSCHLAND had two columns on page one, and also a report on 
page two. In the edition of 22-23 September, the greeting by the British 
Council of Churches was published in full length. It was fully in keeping, 
in fact, with the mood of the 30th anniversary. "The upcoming meeting of 
the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR which will be held shortly 
before the anniversary of the GDR, gives us the opportunity to express joy 
and gratitude about the creative development of Church life in the GDR. In 
this connection, we are happy to quote the highly esteemed state secretary 
for Church questions in the GDR, Hans Seigewasser: ‘We have learned that 
being a Marxist and being a Christian makes us different, but does not 
separate us; instead it unites us in our efforts for a humane, socialist 
society.'" 


In the reports on the synod itself NEUES DEUTSCHLAND and other papers-- 
including the NEUE ZEIT of the GDR-CDU--published their usual selected materials. 
The criticism voiced in Dessau on actions taken by party and state was shoved 
under the table, whereas politically pleasant statements--like those conceri- 
ing the reduction of armaments--were given coverage beyond proportion. This 
kind of reporting always contains the danger of misunderstandings, which 

in this case could support the aiready more and more frequently heard suspicion 
that the Church leaders were letting the state, through a number of concessions, 
entice them to take the road of opportunism. It would therefore be desirable 
for all the materials of the synod to be made public beyord the circle of 

Church members. Only then would it be clear to all that the churches had 

not let themselves be misused for cheap propaganda. 


Right to Criticism 


The Church Federation was the first of the GDR institutions to criticize 
publicly at the Dessau Synod the more severe criminal law directives that 

took effect on 1 August. In its report the Church leadership commented on 
this development as follows: "The conference received a report on the 

third law on criminal justice changes. On the basis of current uncertainties, 
the conference will continue to deal with this matter. It must remain clear 
that a sense of responsibility and constructive criticism are indispensable 
elements of social life." 


The synod's final versionof its report to the Church leadership deals once 
again with this topic: "The synod welcomes the fact that the conference is 
continuing to deal with the matter of the third law on criminal justice 
changes. We emphasize the point of view that the constitutionally guaranteed 
basic right to free speech and a sense of political responsibility, which 
includes constructive criticism, are indispensable elements of the assertion 
of the civil rights of our citizens. We must make every effort tu recognize 
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and diminish the causes of complacency and wrong attitudes in our society, 
and to participate in everything that supports openness and personal, 
creative coresponsibility." 


The synod also took a criticial position in regard to the military training 
that was begun last year in GDR schools.10 The churches' protest at least 
achieved something ir respect to conscientious objection by parents who do 
not want to have their children take part in military instruction. In as 
much as can be judged so far, refusal to participate does not seem to have 
negative consequences for these students. There are additional concerns, 
the Dessau Synod said, "that military instruction will lead to a ‘friend- 
enemy fixation’ and that young people yill become used to seeing force as 

a legitimate way to solve conflicts."!* To counteract these tendencies, the 
practice of peaceful attitudes and the point of view of developing trust 
should take precedence in the educational process. 


The discrimination against Christian children in GDR schools was once again 
this year a discussion topic of the synod. It is true that recently Christian 
children have been admitted more frequently to extended secondary schools 

and universities, a fact that is due to a large degree to the efforts of the 
churches, but the daily school routine continues to be frustrating in many 
ways. The report of the Church leadership notes that, in regard to this 
topic, in the curriculum of a number of schools "a caricature of the Church 
and Christian faith is being offered or suggested.” If equality of rights 

and respects is to be made the norm of coexistence, frankness and objectivity 
must not be excluded from the field of education. 


Another point of criticism is that, as before, there are too few Christians 
in leadership positions. In regard to this problem, the chairman of the 
Church Federation said the following in Dessau during an interview with a 
West German newspaper. "It would be desirable," said Bishop Schoenherr, 
"for the relationship between state and Church, between Christians and party 
representatives, to become determined less by the point of view of power, so 
that Christian citizens could, more than before, be made coresponsible in 
the solution of problems, just as in general it should be in the interest of 
all that citizens could participate in executive jobs simply on the basis of 
their professional qualifications and human qualities,"12 


Church Responsibility for Peace 


In the final report [of the synod] the Church responsibility for peace is 
described as a "job of the highest priority." An important "training ground" 
for the overcoming of judgments and prejudices that are obstacles to peace 

is the dialog with various social forces “that make it their job to work for 
peace." In order to make their own contribution to this dialog, representatives 
of the Church Federation participated in a meeting of the World Peace Council 

in East Berlin in February. Churches have the opportunity to be active for 
peace and reconciliation "where because of political reasons useable ways 

toward one another cannot be found." 
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"Many people expect the churches to use their own opportunities more consistently 
and thus establish visible signs of reconciliation that promote trust. Specific 
characteristics of such signs of peace are dialog, meetings, and through them 
the development of trust. The ecumenical communist offers rich opportunities 
along these lines. The conference considers especially important the dialog 
between churches whose countries are formed by different social systems and 
whose states belong to different military groups." In this connection refer- 
ence is made to the second bilateral dialog on disarmament problems between 

the Protestant Church Federation in the GDR and the National Council of Churches 
in the United States that took place in New York in the middle of September. 

The Church representatives expressed the opinion "that alternative security 
systems must be developed and measures creating trust between governments must 
be given greater importance and the first steps toward disarmament must be 
taken." 


In the relations between the GDR Church Federation and the West German Land 
churches the dialog on questions of peace also played an eminent role. On 

the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the beginning of World War II the 
Church Federation and the EKD [West German Protestant Church Federation} 
published a joint "Word on Peace"--the first joint statement since the | mel 
zational separation of the Protestant churches in the two German states.! 

Now the synod has suggested a dialog with the EKD on questions of disarmament 
and has thereby expressed its concern over the planned placement of medium- 
range rockets in Europe. At the plenary session of the Conference of European 
Churches which was held in October on the Island of Crete this dialog was 
continued on a multilateral level.14 





United Church Still Far in the Future 


Sociopolitical questions made the central theme of this year's synod almost 
disappear inthe background. The planned unification of the eight regional 
churches into a “united Protestant Church in the GDR" remained on the agenda, 
but no additional initiatives resulted from the discussion [of this subject } 
by the synod members. The "“Eisenach Recommendations" of January 1979 had 
recommended the unification of the currently existing "roof organizations" 
for the year 198115, but this is no longer even a matter of discussion. The 
members of the synod made the following cryptic statement on this point: 
"The establishment of a timetable for the Eisenach recommendations seems 

to have become for some people an important starting-point for criticism. 

A timetable must certainly not be overestimated, but should likewise not be 
understimated, "16 





FOOTNOTES 
|, See: EVANGELISCHE INFORMATION No 42/1979, p 7 
2. NEUES DEUTSCHLAND 7 Oct 1979 


3. See articles by Helwig and Roeder in DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV Vol 4/1978, p 351 ff. 
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The report of the church leaders’ conference is printed in EPT-DOKUMENTATION 
No 44-45/1979 p 4 ff 


See also: SYNODENINFORMATION No 6 (hectographed) of the press information 
center of the 3rd meeting of the III synod of GDR Protestant Church 
Federation 

See also: KIRCHENLEITUNGSBERICHT, Loc. cit. (footnote 4) 

EVANGELISCHE INFORMATION, No 42/1975, p 6 

ibid. 


The report is printed in EPD-DOKUMENTATION No 44-45/1979, p 132 ff. 


. See also articles by Roeder in DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV Vol 8/1978, p 800 ff., 


and by Helwig in DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV Vol 3/1979, p 223 ff. 


. Report of the church leadership, loc. cit (footnote 4) 

. "Christianity and Marxism do not mix," DIE WELT 25 Sep 1979 
. Printed in DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV, Vol 10/1979, p 1115 f. 

. See also: EVANGELISCHE INFORMATION No 43/1979, p 1l 


. On this subject see also the article in DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV Vol 3/1979 


p 238 f. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


IMPROVEMENT IN STATUS OF CHURCH NOTED 
West German Commentary 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 15 Dec 79 p 7 


[Article by Hans-Ruediger Karutz: "The Church in the GDR Is Growing More 
Self-Confident From Year to Year." For additional West German commentary 
on GDR State-Church Relations, see the following JPRS issues of this series: 
74753, 12 Dec 79,No 1746, pp 87-89 and pp 101-103; and 74521, 6 Nov 79, 

No 1731, pp 22-24] 


[Text } Spontaneous “warning strikes in reply to subsequently rescinded price 
increases, growing vandalism rising crime rates--all these are symptoms of 
the precariousness of the GDR's internal situation. 





The suspense is therefore great in Bonn as in Warsaw or Prague--to see what 
the GDR leadership will do with the 8 million Protestants between Greifswaid 
and Greiz following the death of State Secretary for Church Affairs Hans 
Seigewasser. Appraisals of Klaus Gysi, the new SED Church expert, vary. 

Many consider the nomination of the 67-year old former minister for religious 
affairs in Walter Ulbricht's government no more than an "interim appointment.” 
Others think that the fluent and sophisticated Gysi would be a far more un- 
predictable interlocutor for the GDR Protestant Church leadership--and stay 
around for some time to come. 


Although Gysi has been in office for some weeks, he has not yet met with the 
leaders of the "Union of Protestant Churches in the GDR," headed by Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer's disciple Bishop Albiyecht Schoenherr. 


During this interregnum the increasingly self-confident Protestant Church 
over there is obviously not at all inclined to curry favor with official 
party patrons. 


This assertion is backed by several examples: The Church leadership kept a 
cool head in regard to the signature action in favor of the Brezhnev disarm 
ament proposals, which the GDR press has whipped up into what amounts to 
mass hysteria; 
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in GOR terms it was close to heresy for the Church Union to address a “word 
to the parishes" in connection with this action, a word which took a severe 
look at the propagandist nature of the SED operation. The Church uttered 
“doubts that the signature action will help create that confidence by which 
alone a stable peace can be achieved.” 


The top leaders in East Berlin were speechless with horror. It took 

27 days for NEUES DEUTSCHLAND to carry an unobtrusive and indirect allusion 
to the event. The icy silence spoke volumes: "Confidence" is a trigger word 
for the apparatus because it addresses the Helsinki catalog of “confidence 
building measures," which is still awaiting implementation by the GDR. 


The leadership's admonition was clearly understood by the rank and file of 
the Church. The resolution by the provincial synod of the Saxon ecclesiasti- 
cal province of 18 November reads as follows: 


-- "The talks and the exchange of different experiences at our assembly meet- 
ing have shown that these reservations were not without foundation. Obvious- 
ly the campaign for signatures has often been given priority over the frank 
discussion of the issue of peace." 


-- And still the synod had not exhausted its criticism: It described--quite 
openly, an unprecedented event in the GDR's internal climate--what democra- 
tization in the GDR would have to be like: 


-~- It would help confidence “if in our society the relations between economic, 
military and internal developments were to become more transparent, 


-~- If the prospects and goals of politics were to be more precisely and clear- 
ly stated in the course of the discussion, thereby strengthening joint respon- 
sibility for the future, 


-- If straightforward information about the difficulties confronting our so- 
ciety were to arouse the readiness for supporting uncomfortable measures. 


Church president Eberhard Natho, one of the most interesting =id politically 
most versed GDR churchmen, went one better in address 2 attendants at the 


Dessau Synod: 


He called for an end to the leadership's evocation of a political satan, to 
the venomous tirades against the Federal Republic. On 16 November in Dessau 
he said the following: 


"Those in our country who speak of peace must first intend this to mean peace 
in our own country, between and in the two German states. It is about time 
that, in the spirit of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, we advance to a relationship 
which may not be suspected of either disloyalty or overemphasis on historic- 
al realities but is fruitful in coping with current needs and problems. 
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God has always allowed Christians the freedom to break taboos and submit to 
discussion everything which must be discussed for the sake of man and peace. 
Nowadays this includes the organization of a peaceful and amicable relation- 
ship with our Western neighbor, the Federal Republic of Germany." 


After the ups and downs of the SED's religious struggles in the past 30 
years the Church has emerged as the sole nonstate organized force in the 
GDR: Without SED influence, removed from the cadre principle of the state 
party, with elected synod delegates and bishops whose election is truly de- 
mocratic and unblemished. 


Only the establishment of the GDR Church Union 10 years ago gradually calm 
ed coumunist fears that the Christians over there were the "fifth columm of 
the NATO Church" in the Federal Republic. 


Admittedly it took the self-immolation of preacher Oscar Bruesewitz in 
August 1976 in front of St Michael's Church in Zeitz (Thueringia) to break 
up the ossified fronts: Comparable to a breach in a dam the rather too 
Statesmanlike and genteel GDR Church leadership saw itself exposed to a 
surge of demands from its flock: Unequivocal language vis-a-vis the SED, an 
end to oblique references, to the constant "yes, but..." 


Friction declined following proclamation of the phrase “the Church in so- 
cialism" which put Christians over there squarely inmidst their society. 
Erich Honecker's concessions after the summit talks with the Church on 

6 March 1978 confused even the long suffering SED cadres: All of a sudden 
a new church arose in the center of the "first socialist city on German 
soil" (Eisenhuettenstadt, the former "Stalinstadt" on the Oder). The first 
services in the rolling mill settlement were held in a decrepit camper and 
a barracks. 


Yet official mistrust continues: It is no accident that Wolf Biermann, 
singer of the song "Prussian eagle on the bridge over the Spree" was com 
pelled to leave the republic immediately after his concert in Prenzlau's 
St Nicolas Church, , 


The critical--though loyal--potential of a Church emerging from its wall- 
flower status added to a possible opposition from the left--that was too 
much for the authorities. 


Before his resettlement in the West Niko Huebner was an active member of 
the "Protestant Student Union" (ESG) in East Berlin. That is where he made 
many friends. In his latest West interview Stefan Heym mentioned his read- 
ings in various churches, 


The GDR Church is an institution which continues consciously to feel obli- 
gated to the "special community with the churches in the Federal Republic 
of Germany,” said Bishop Schoenherr in an interview with DIE WELT. This 
man, profoundly imbued by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, drives a beige Volvo IR20-10, 
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the gift from Western churches, as are all episcopal cars in the GDR, and 
is often regarded as the secret father confessor of the republic. He is 
constantly flooded with petitions and letters. 


For many people, hard pressed or seeking alternatives, the Church is a ray 
of light--the only space in Central Germany removed from the party, though 
not free of politics. 


Over there only a synod can afford to say: "The constitutional right to the 
free expression of opinion and to political responsibility (which includes 
constructive criticism) is am indispensable element of the observance of 
civil rights." 


This sentence may be read in the final report of the GDR Church parliament's 
conference of September last in Dessau. In contrast to the politically 
rather quiescent Catholic Church in the GDR and its only 1.2 million faith 
ful, loyal to the Holy See, the Protestants follow Luther's precepts and 
have their say. 


The Union Synod, for example, was the only body in the other part of Germany 
openly to debate the dramatic tightening of the political penal code. 


Nevertheless a clash is threatening to erupt within the Church because 
there is a gulf between the spiritual establishment and the Protestant rank 
and file who must live alongside the local party: The state organs cunning 
travel policy for superintendents and bishops down to kreis deaconesses has 
created two classes: Those who can travel in the West and those who stay in 
the East. 


It is only natural that after years of isolation the great ecumenical meet- 
ings beckon--from the Philippines to New York. 


In 1981 the central coumittee of the World Council of Churches intends to 
meet in Dresden, Five hundred clergymen from all over the world and their 
staffs, a total of about 1,000 ecumenical guests. 


By then the SED must clearly show whether it is prepared to loosen its total 
grip on the GDR citizen--especially the young. Secondary school and college 
admissions for children of Christian parents, no compulsory military instruc- 
tion at school, lowering the age limit for permission to travel to the West 
--the GDR has a wide field indeed, 


In 1983 party and Church will presumably compete as to who is to be the cele- 
brant of Luther's 450th anniversary. 


From the organ loft in the synodal church at Dessau peeled the first bars of 
the hymn "the radiant sun now shineth upon us." 


A good omen? 
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Schoenherr's sigh addressed to his own Brandenburg Synod hits it off more 
precisely: “Nothing is easy." 


GDR Protestant Leader's Views 
Cologne RHEINISCHER MERKUR in German Vol 34 No 51/52, 21-28 Dec 79 p 23 


[Interview with Dr Albrecht Schoenherr, bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg and 
chairman of Conference of Protestant Church Directorates in the GDR, by cor- 
respondent Helmut Matthies; date and place not given. For Bonn DIE WELT in- 
terview with Bishop Schoenherr in Dessau, Sep 79, see JPRS 74549, 9 Nov 79, 
No 1733 of this series, pp 52-54} 


\Text, [Question] From 1980 a "Missionary Decade" is to be organized in 
the GDR. What are the goals of that missionary action, and whom is it de- 
signed to reach? 


|Answer, The conference of evangelists in the GDR has largely handled the 
organization of the Missionary Decade. Events in the Missionary Decade are 
first of all proceeding on a decentralized basis. Corresponding to our re- 
solution for 1980: "God Wants all men to be helped and allowed to arrive 

at the acknowledgment of truth," we want to reach all people, without ex- 
cluding any groups whatever. 

[Question} Regarding the internal Church situation: What are the main prob- 
lems? What is your explanation for the fact that more and more juveniles in 
the GDR are interested in Christianity? 


\Answer| The main problems have been the same for a long time. There is 
the transition from official church to a church of conscious members who, ad- 
mittedly, constitute a minority. After all, the official church survived 
for a long time by being listened to without argument. Now it is up to each 
individual to stand up for his beliefs. That is why the spiritual situation 
in the GDR is far from poor. I would like the minority church to turn into 
a professing church, Admittedly this is a development regarded with some 
trouble by those members of the commmity who consider the decline in ma- 
bers a value judgment, as if that which dwindles numerically were bound to 
lose spiritual substance also. In our day and age, after all, it is a tru- 
ism that he is right who can show the largest following. The Church must 
overcome this view, and that is a matter of faith. In fact we are very 
pleased that more juveniles come to attend church events and also call upon 
the ministry. 


At the same time you must appreciate that, despite the rise in attendance, 
we still see only a tiny percentage of youth as a whole. Still, the feel- 
ing that the Church is obsolete is by no means so widespread as only a few 
years ago, Youth realizes a certain deficit in emotionalism and creativity, 
and seeks both with us. Young people do not always join the youth circles 
for the sake of the Holy Writ, they come because their problems are taken 
seriously by us, because they are allowed to air their feelings and find a 
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communion not involved with political goals but with the aim of meeting oth- 
er Christians. It is up to us to help these juveniles find their ow way 
to Christ. 


[Question] How do you appraise the current relation between Church and 
state in the GDR? What were the basic effects of, especially, the talks of 
March 1978 between the executive of the Conference of Protestant Church Di- 
rectorates and Erich Honecker, chairman of the Council of State? 


[Answer} The talks of 6 March 1978 did not signify a turning point in the 
history of state-Church relations if by turning point you mean that both 
underwent a radical change. We have remained the same, but our relation 
has become better defined. In ideological terms the GDR is a Marxist- 
Leninist state with all the consequences arising therefrom. Concerning the 
subject matter of the talks I would say that, despite our very different 
ideologies, the desire was expressed (and still is) that we should so live 
together that a Christian is not bound to consider himself disadvantaged. 


Some agreements achieved in the talk of 6 March 1978 do involve basics. The 
Church was permitted to generate radio and television broadcasts. Once each 
month we have religious news on the radio, 6 times per annum we transmit our 
own television broadcasts which, in contrast to the situation in the Federal 
Republic, are put together by the Church itself. These broadcasts involve 
a definite missionary issue, that is faith as such. The time periods allo- 
cated are enough. As we must put the broadcasts together ourselves, their 
achievement is quite difficult. Largely settled also was the issue of pasto- 
ral care in prisons and penal institutions. Any prisoner who describes him 
self as a Christian may attend divine service and talk to a clergyman. The 
greatest difficulties arise in the relation between Church and state in the 
ideologically most sensitive areas such as the schools. Yet even here the 
atmosphere has somewhat improved. Possibilities for higher education are 
now available even to students who have not participated in youth consecra- 
tion. Cases of open discrimination are quite rare and remedied when they co 
occur. Incidentally, the ammesty on the occasion of the GDR's 30th anniver- 
sary also benefited conscientious objectors. They will now only have to 
spend time in prison equivalent to the military conscription period. 


The relation between state and Church as representing two different groups 
in terms of ideology and power is now far more relaxed. Much greater tole- 
ration of Christianity has been noticeable in the course of the past 

8-10 years. I might even, with due caution, note a modification in the 
view of some Marxists regarding the appraisal of religion in general. That 
applies not only to Christianity; it involves Buddhism, Judaism and Islam 
also, As regards Judaism: Admittedly there is much criticism of Israel's 
current policies. That does not mean, though, that there is any wish to do 
away with the state of Israel. The few Jews in the GDR (no more than 800) 
are very well treated and helped. In the matter of politics the claims of 
the Palestinians are definitely championed, Overall, therefore, we see an 
effort to achieve better relations with the religions. The newspaper, for 
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example, refrain from hostile criticism of the Church. Basically we should 
neither idealize the relation between state and Church in the GDR nor assert 
that nothing good has happened. We certainly have iar iewer difficulties 
now, 


[Question] Nearly all young people in the GDR participate in the youth con- 
secration. Has the relation between atheist youth consecration and Christ- 
ian confirmation ceased to be a problem for the Church? 


|Answer} For many the problem does not exist. Youth consecration is their 
equivalent of the former confirmation, Still, the relation does present a 
problem for some stout parishioners and the churches. So far no GDR Church 
has said that confirmation and youth consecration ge compatible, although 
it is quite coumon for confirmation to take place a year after youth conse- 
cration. 


_Question| On 1 September 1978 military instruction was introduced in the 
schools despite Church protests. Has the Church now resigned itself to mi- 
litary instruction? 


_Answer|] We are watching the actual military instruction given in the 
schools and, at the Church Union Synod, held last September in Dessau, said 
that we were pleased to note that children who did not attend were not pena- 
lized by annotations on their report cards, though this instruction is com 
pulsory. Of course we are not happy with the subject matter. Nor have we 
found that the peaceful settlement of conflicts is paramount in the instruc- 
tion. The instructors say that socialism means peace and imperialism means 
war. This fails adequately to take into account the political developments 
since Helsinki. We will therefore contimue to make our reservations known, 


_Question] Where do you see further potential and where the limits of the 
dialog between Christians and Marxists? 


[Answer] So far any official dialog has been rejected, In fact, of course, 
there is a dialog in the course of which we must justify our dissent as 
Christians. It serves to demonstrate our beliefs. On the occasion of offi- 
cil visits to our charitable institutions, for example, we stress our mo- 
tive to advance works of devotion. There are other opportunities also for 
listening to the other side and in turn telling it something. It will still 
be necessary, though, to agree on basic issues. In this comnection we must 
plainly state what Christian faith implies in this day and age. At our meet- 
ings with state officials on technical points also we insist om telling them 
about the principles guiding us. Recently, for example, we had a discussion 
with government agencies about the third penal code amendment and informed 
them of our interpretation of the law, which obviously differs from that of 
the state. In some respects the talks were very illuminating for us also. 


_Question}] From 1981 on a United Protestant Church is to be instituted in 
the GDR. What is the reason for this union? Will it result in the leveling 
of creeds? And finally, will it not have the result of further loosening 
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the “special ties" between the Protestant Church in Germany (EKD) and the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in the GOR? 


|Answer} A strong desire for the mandatory union of Land churches prevails 
in the GDR. We have found a greater consensus on the basic beliefs of the 
Christian faith, and a dominant wish to provide coumon answers to today's 
questions. Nor is it always possible to justify the expenditure of person- 
nel, time and money for the three ecclesiastical organizations in the GDR’ 
(Protestant Church of the Union--Region GDR, United Protestant-Lutheran 
Church and Union of Churches). We intend intelligently to distribute the 
work. No leveling of creeds is intended. Of course the Lutheran churches 
will have to deal with the question of coping with the fact that the United 
Protestant Church will include reformed parishes. The problem to be 
settled here is whether to consider them parters or assign them minority 
status only. 1 certainly would not wish the creeds to be standardized. We 
should leave the various branches of the faith to maintain their individual- 
ity. On the other hand 1 would not like it either for historical creeds to 
serve merely as a kind of sandwich board. Creeds are to be interpreted as 
a vital aid to present-day professions of faith. I hope that this will be 
clearly shown in the constitution of the United Protestant Church. The 
term “special communion” with the Protestant Church in the Federal Republic 
originates with the statute of the Church Federation in the GOR. It will 
not be weakened. 


| Question } Federal Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and GDR Council of State Chair- 
man Erich Honecker are to meet in the first half of 1980. What are your ex- 
pectations of this meeting? 


|Answer} Such a meeting would be inherently welcome because it is bound to 
venefit the people in both states. I hope more will emerge from this meet- 
ing: That people will have an easier time visiting and meeting one another. 
I would, in particular, wish for a expansion of visiting opportunities, 
actually a lowering of the present age limit for visits. 


[Question] Would you like to send a message to Christians in the Federal 
Republic of Germany? 


[Answer We are grateful that, after so many years of separation, our spi- 
ritual communion continues, and that Christians in the Federal Republic have 
maintained this commmnion with understanding and commitment, that they have 
aided us spiritually by prayer and talk, and materially also. Contrary to 
the fears expressed at the time of the establishment of the Church Federa- 
tion of the GDR in 1969 and the ensuing separation from the EXD we have not 
become estranged. On the contrary, a more intensive and partner-like com 
uunion has arisen. Frequently also we meet highly motivated Christians who 
sacrifice a great deal for their partnership with us. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


WESTERN CULTURAL POLICY SEEN AIMED AT UNDERMINING SOCIALISM 
West German Commentary 
Bonn IWE-TAGESDIENST in German No 189, 13 Dec 79 p 1 


[Report from Berlin: “East Berlin Polemicizes Against Western Cultural 
Work Abroad.” A translation of the East Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK 
article cited below follows this commentary] 


[Text] DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK, mouthpiece of the East Berlin Foreign 
Ministry, in its issue number 12 of 1979, has taken exception to the 
Western countries’ cultural-political work abroad because it was 
Allegedly being used for interference in the internal affairs of the 
socialist countries and obstructed the development of cultural and 
scientific cooperation between states with differing social orders. 

Since the early 1970's, culture and art had “gained a crucial importance 
for the dispute between socialism and imperialism." “Leading imperialist 
circles" had moved "all of material and intellectual culture deliberately 
into the class conflict." The practical result of this had been that 
more strongly than in previous decades Western cultural policy abroad 

had been inserted into its "strategy for the evolutionary subversion of 
real socialism and the mobilization of antisocialist forces" and been 
orchestrated accordingly. By the use of cultural means the attempt was 
being made to expand the politically and economically constricted leeway 
of the West in the world and to “abuse" cultural relations for "diver- 
sionary purposes." The core of all “imperialist attacks" on the in- 
tellectual-cultural life in socialism" was the “lie about the lack of 
freedom and an alleged strangulation of culture by the policy of the 
Marxist-Leninist party.” 
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Socialist Restrictions of Freedom Denied 


Rast Berlin DEUTSCHE AUSSENPOLITIK in German Vol 24 No 12, Dec 79 signed 
to press 31 Oct 79 pp 69-79 


[Article by Prof Dr Erhard Hexelschneider, Karl Marx University, Leipzig: 
"New Factors in Cultural-Propagandistic Foreign Policy of Major Imperialist 
Countries Toward Real Socialism." For a translation of a recent DEUTSCHE 
AUSSENPOLITIK article concerning obstacles to cultural exchange with West 
see JPRS 74674, 29 Nov 79, No 1742 of this series, pp 11-22] 


[Text] The two main tendencies in international development during 

the 1970's, marked on the one side by the initiation and deepening of 

the detente process and, on the other, by an unbridled arms race and 
psychological warfare against socialism, deliberately intensified by 
imperialism, cannot help but deeply affect the intellectual-cultural 
sphere, even if in a special form. The further development of cultural 
and scientific cooperation between states with differing social orders, 
especially ater CSCE, is being blocked by an intensified ideological 
diversion from imperialism, in that the far more favorable possibilities 
for communication between states and nations, by which they could gain 

a better understanding of each other, are meant to be abused for 
interference in the internal affairs of the socialist countries: 

"On the one side detente in progress has expanded the cultural cooperation 
between countries with differing social orders, information exchange and 
various contacts on the political and social level. ... On the other 
side, however, imperialism. . . has significantly boosted its activities 
in the area of ideology. The successes of socialism, its greater world 
political influence, have triggered frenetic and partly hysterical 
reactions from the aggressive circles of international monopoly capitai."1 


In other words: Also in the domain of cultural and scientific relations 
the general crisis of imperialism has had profound effects. In the in- 
tellectual-cultural processes the crisis in bourgeois culture and tue be 


crisis in bourgeois ideology mesh with the crisis in imperialist politics 
in a most peculiar way because both ideology and culture are phenomena 
that pervade all domains of life. 


A fundamental fact is revealed hereby: Against the general background 
of the correlation of forces and their changes in favor of socialism, 
intellectual-cultural processes in the 1970's are becoming a major area 

of the international class struggle, and culture and art gain crucial 
importance for the confrontation between socialism and imperialism. 
Leading ‘xperialist circles recognized that also in the early 1970's. 

The use of an expanded concept of culture by some bourgeois theoreticians 
Signaled at the start of the 1970's that now all of material and intellect- 
ual culture was deliberately brought into the class confrontation. The 
practical result of this has been that more strongly than in previous 
decades Western cultural policy abroad has been inserted into its strategy 
for the evolutionary subversion of real sccialism and the mobilization 

of antisocialist forces and been orchestrated accordingly. 
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In the intellectual-cultural sphere also a process of imperialist accommoda- 
tion is taking place, even though in more contradictory terms there than in 
politics. Hans Koch has called attention to three factors which explain 
the complicated web of tactical-offensive and strategic-defensive elements 
of the imperialist accommodation in the intellectual-cultural sphere toward 
the late 1970's: "First, the imperialist compulsion to accommodate to the 
new correlation of forces in the intellectual-cultural sense continues to 
be conducted in the well known manner banking on the ‘erosion’ of socialist 
conditions, on the ‘change through rapprochement,’ and primarily on a one- 
sided interpretation of the ‘basket three’ in the Helsinki document. 

That, however, no longer is the only and clearly major variant in the 
approach. Secondly, there were primarily anti-detente circles and their 
conservative intellectual spokesmen who were able significantly to boost 
the influence of reactionary trends. In certain different intellectual 
areas they responded to the socialist challenge by undisguised reactionary 
ideas. . . . They altogether succeeded in significantly reigniting 
militant anticomm'nism in all areas. Third, in the vortex of the economic 
crisis, the polit.cal and military defeats in Vietnam and other parts of 
the world and other conditioning factors, it became necessary for the 
imperialist forces to repair their own reputation by propagating a certain 
value system (questions of human rights, freedom, democracy, pluralism 

and so forth). . .. In the attempt of propagating certain basic values 

by which the superiority of the Western form of life over that of the 
socialist countries was meant to be displayed almost all essential in- 
tellectual-cultural initiatives and problems proceeded from conservatism. 
They were almost without exception picked up by bourgeois~liberal, leftist 
bourgeois, social democratic, revisionist and ultraleftist forces and 
worked out as specific variants of anticommunist conceptions." 





The specific objective of this accommodation process lies in making up 
for the loss in positions brought about by the cultural offensive of 
socialism. For there is no doubt about it: especially in the 1970's, 
considerable advances were made in the efforts by socialist states to 
spread the truth about socialism also through cultural, scientific and 
information exchange. 


The crucial steps in imperialism's joint cultural-political accommodation 
strategy abroad, though it shows differences in the various countries 

due to competing imperialist interests and the extant and traditior.il 
cultural-political sets of instruments, were evidently taken in the 

early 1970's in the following direction: 


The departure from an esoteric culture concept confined to the arts 
led to its being expanded to include education and material culture. 


The departure from a once noisily proclaimed autarky of culture remote 
from the political struggles of the day and from power-political interests 
led to a deliberate involvement of the imperialist state in cultural 
policy within and to the outside. 
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The departure from one-sided culture expansion or mere seif interpretation 
led to the offer of partnership collaboration. 


The departure from the once emphasized autonomy of the arts led to thelr 
politization. 


The departure from the sole concern for elites (without in any way under- 
rating their importance as multipliers) let to the concept of the inter- 
state social policy and--extending previous theses from the communications 
area--to the militant conception on the “free movement in the exchange 

of people, ideas and information." 


These were theoretical premises by which the place value of foreign 
imperialist cultural policy in the confrontation with socialism could 

be made more specific and transformed into practical conclusions. They 
acguired a new quality in the 1970's especially because, due to the 
peaceful coexistence policy and the detente process, the ideological 
struggle had gained in scope and intensity. There are, to be sure, also 
innumerable constants working regardless of which wing of the bourgeoisie 
runs the government. 


One constant is that through cultural means the attempt is being made to 
expand the politically and economically constricted leeway imperialism 
has in the world and abuse cultural relations for diversionary purposes. 
It is evident that cultural-political actions depend on the overall, 
mainly the foreign policy interests of imperialism, even if the nature 

of culture is such that it also has a relative degree of independence. 
Cultural processes appear as factors that go along with and supplement 
both politics and economics, but even when no political relations exist 
they can have a substitute function, as shown by the imperialist practice 
of cultural relations with socialist states in the 1960's and 1970's.3 


Another constant is unbridled anticommunism, antisocialism and anti- 
Sovietism stemming from the class character of the imperialist social 
order. Anticommunism and antisocialism in the final analysis take as 
their point of departure in the area of imperialist cultural policy the 
various variants of the doctrine of totalitarianism--with all the dif- 
ferences that there may be in the arguments, be they presented from a 
conservative-reactionary, liberal, opportunistic, revisionist or leftist 
radical vantage point. All matters of cultural policy as developed 
against socialist culture and art by the imperialist camp eventually 
become arguments about totalitarianism, even among the so-called leftists. 
That is an international process that has long been observed, as 
persuasively shown by Marxist research in various cultural areas (mainly 
through Soviet and GDR literature) .4 


The core of all imperialist attacks on the intellectual-cultural life in 
socialism is the lie about the lack of freedom and an alleged "strangula- 
tion" of culture by the policy of the Marxist-Leninist party. This 
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foreign propaganda, especially also by intensified coordination measures 
in the field of East-West contacts. In Great Britain, the effectiveness 
of the British Council is under critical review. 


Intrastate, this urge for centralization also becomes clearly noticeable. 
In the FRG, by the fusion, in 1972, of eight media organizations into 
VIZ (Association for International Cooperation). There still is another 
characteristic example: in 1959 the FRG's foreign ministry had decided 
to have the Goethe Institute take charge of all its institutions abroad 
in order thereby to give the impression of the allegedly independent 
character of this largest media agency in the FRG and the cultural 
policy in which it was engaged. But now, through the 1969 and 1976 
accords between the foreign ministry and the Goethe Institute, the 
opposite trend becomes obvious, in that the ties between the two organ- 
izations are becoming more manifold, in fact, the Goethe Institute 
becomes totally dependent on the foreign ministry. 


Second. This centralization trend has to do with a reevaluation of the 
role of the state in the guidance and direction of cultural activities 
abroad. Since France, Japan and the United States have long and openly 
carried out their foreign cultural policies through government channels, 
countries like Great Britain and, above all, the FRG (which had sought 
to make a secret of that fact thus far so carefully) no longer make any 
bones about their foreign cultural policy being part of their overall 
policy. This finds its financial expression, for instance, in that 
government allocations in that area have constantly grown throughout the 
1970's. The USIA budget in 1962/63 still was only $ 130 million, in 
1969/70 it already came to $ 176.6 million; in 1979, ICA got more than 

$ 393 million. The culture budget of Bonn's foreign ministry rose from 
DM 297.5 million in 1970 to DM 598.8 million in 1979. 


It is to be noted, however, that in spite of these facts all major im- 
perialist states seek to avoid admitting, time and time again, 

their responsibility (especially for the mass media and their informa- 
tion activity) whenever it comes up in international discussions (as in 
Helsinki or Belgrade). Here the so-called pluralism concept plays a 
special role, motivated in particular by the existence of allegedly 
independent media organizations engaged in the exchange of cultural 
values among the nations, as well as by publicly legal radio and tele- 
vision organizations and other such institutions. It is not by coincidence 
that in countries that are federally organized, like the FRG, the number 
of private mediating organizations is even increasing without, however, 
in any sense paralyzing the centralization process. In 1973 there were 
roughly 400 West German-foreign corporations in the FRG. 


Third. Imperialist state organs and monopolies are making greater efforts 
at preparing scientific foundations for foreign cultural policy (in the 
FRG there is the so-called Peisert Opinion). There are also more cultural 
science and literary studies within the scope of their research on com- 
munism. While in the 1950's they had developed an anticommunist-oriented 
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slanderous thesis of the lack of freedom in socialism is, in the 1970's, 
couched in the specific claim of an alleged violation of human rights in 
socialism, a calumny which in the second half of the 1970's assumes the 
character of an international campaign run by imperialism. The Moscow 
declaration of the Warsaw Pact member states of 23 November 1978 calls 
attention to the dangers this campaign (which largely also concerns itself 
with cultural life) contains for international development. On the one 
side certain imperialist circles seek to “encourage and support fascist 
and other reactionary regimes in their flagrant and massive human rights 
violations, and on the other side they try to abuse the human rights 
problem for interference in the internal affairs of the socialist states 
and other countries, for attacks on the socialist social order.") Erich 
Honecker, in his speech at the special session of the World Peace Council 
in Berlin, remarked that actually "the people's masses were psychologically 
being prepared for war under the hypocritical slogan of the ‘defense' 

of human rights," and elsewhere he said that “inciting the peoples and 
rearmament" were the two sides of the same coin of imperialist war 
preparations. ® 


In addition to the constants mentioned, we also find, especially in the 
1970's, qualitatively new elements in the cultural foreign policy of 
imperialist states, evidently with effects of a longer range, which may 
be summarized as follows: 


First. More or less strongly, all major imperialist countries are re- 
organizing their foreign cultural policy as much as their foreign propa- 
ganda all-around. All this serves the aim of enhancing the effectiveness 
of imperialist cultural policy abroad through centralization, coordinating 
the forces employed against socialism, and providing short, medium and 
long-range planning for the material, financial and personal resources 

in order of priority. But then there is something which marks the 
historic process of accommodation into which imperialism finds itself 
forced by the advance of the revolutionary world process: the reorganiza- 
tion of the foreign cultural policy is meant to subject the image of im- 
perialism to positive alterations, give a face-lift, as it were, to that 
system's antihuman nature, wherefore they seek to design a new "Germany 
image" (in the FRG) or call for “two-way bridges of understanding" 

between the nations (J. Carter)./ 


Among the practical measures for implementing this goal is the 1978 con- 
version of the United States Information Agency (USIA) into the Inter- 
national Communication Agency with its new authorizations and modified 
program. In the FRG, a discussion that had lasted almost 10 years 

about a foreign cultural policy reform was concluded in 1977 by an 
official government declaration of a program nature, the "FRG government 
position on the report by the survey commission of the German Bundestag 
on foreign cultural policy," of 21 September 1977, which develops the 
guidelines for future practical policy in the cultural field. Japan, 
Italy and France are reinforcing the state organs in charge of their 
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spot and analysis research in the form of research on communism and its 
branches such as Sovietology, East and South Europe research or research 
on the GDR, in a big way, starting with the 1960's such investigations-- 
facilitated by the detente process-—-became more an object of practical 
politics. The 1970's are marked by an increase mainly of cultural science 
studies in all areas of research on communism. They do not simply look 

at art and culture in socialism but are also developing counterrevolution- 
ary counter-strategies in cultural policy which are in turn embedded of 
course in overall imperialist strategy. 


The boost of the cultural and literary science type of communist research, 
which also entered the academic field, ultimately is due to the conception 
in bourgeois ideologies that climatic changes and discontent in socialism 
most readily show up in the cultural scene, in the problems articulated 

by literature and journalism. "From the cultural policy of communist 
states developments can be made out which in the political field often 

are still hidden,” as renegade Juergen Ruehle explained by picking up 
older ideas by American Sovietologists of the 1960's.” (A footnote: 

This reveals one of the typical paradoxes of imperialist propaganda, 

since usually socialist cultural life is being presented as encrusted and 
unfree! One has to take into account, however, more than before that 
frequently entirely different cultural models are being propagated from 
the ones developed for “internal use." Whereas, for example, the demand 
is raised that socialist writers have the "freedom" to work "autonomously" 
of state and party, bourgeois writers are urged to be "critical escorts" 
of imperialist policy.) 


The monopolies too, along with the effect they have on government cul- 
tural work and the activity of cultural media organizations, are 
gaining increasingly more influence on research. Here a special point 
must be made of the role of the foundations, which are financially 
supporting a not insignificant part of imperialist research on communism, 
One may mention as an example the research project "The Soviet Society-- 
Its Structure and Dynamics" by the Volkswagen Foundation. 


Fourth. The 1970's are marked by a technical conversion and organization- 
al reconstruction of the imperialist radio network, which still must be 
regarded as the most important psychological warfare tool against socialism 
in the intellectual-cultural field. Direct satellite television transmis- 
sion is going to become an extremely important factor in imperialism's 
psychological warfare in the 1980's. 


Especially in this media sector the government as well as the imperialist 
media corporations play an outstanding role in that they combine their 
maximizing of profits with considerable possibilities for ideological 
propaganda and diversion. The treatment of cultural themes by resorting 
to "dissident" artists as the representatives of "true" art and the 
transmission of imperialist mass culture with its typical ideas constitute 
one of the main tasks of bourgeois radio propaganda. 
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The radio network reorganization led to an enormous increase in the 
various budgets and also to changes in the alinement of the various 
stations. The Voice of America, for instance, as the ICA transmitter, 
is of course an official government station, even if it pretends that 


its programs come under its “own responsibility.” The diversionary sta- 
tions Radio Free Europe and Radio Liberty were placed under an Inter- 
national Broadcasting Administration in 1973, which formally is not run 
by the U.S. Government but continues to be funded out of the fiscal bud- 
get. Both diversionary transmitters in 1978/79 received more than 

$ 170 million. Radio France International has again since 1977 been 
beaming radio programs at the socialist countries. The FRG in 1978 
funded Deutschlandfunk and Deutsche Welle with DM 291 million. In 

spite of the Helsinki Final Act and its provisions that are calling for 
and promoting international understanding, the imperialist states are 
escalating their war over the airwaves against socialism. 


Fifth. In imperialism's cultural foreign propaganda, as in all the rest 
of its propaganda, there came into use more than ever in the 1970's, 
along with the forms of a primitive, coarse, "frontal" anticommunisn, 
more refined and sophisticated argumentations pretending to be liberal, 
friendly or helpful to socialism, or simply neutral in terms of values. 
Psychological disciplines and political semantics come to play an ever 
greater role in the cultural foreign activities of imperialism. The 
awkward and undiscriminating approach of Cold War days is no longer rated 
effective today; too much have those propaganda procedures discredited 
themselves in being all too one-dimensional. This in no way means that 
they are no longer being used or are less dangerous, yet the observation 
is warranted that the greater degree of differentiation in imperialist 
cultural propaganda reflects the advances of world socialism. 


The 1970's are marked by variety and diversification in approaching the 
various target groups in the socialist states, which are treated with 
discrimination, often even in contradictory fashion. To the imperialist 
propaganda cliches, which had by and large confined themselves to such 
inflammatory terms and primitive postulates as “terror,” “lack of free- 
dom," or "persecution," flashy argumentations have now been added, as 
demonstrated by the increase in leftist radical ideas or the discussions 
about democratic socialism. This juxtaposition of antisocialist propaganda 
from the right and from the left becomes evident, for example, in the 
manner in which the journals KONTINENT and L-76 act as reservoirs for 
international renegades of different shades or in the bourgeois media's 
demands that artists in socialism should openly commit themselves against 
soctalism or withdraw into apolitical enclaves or subject matters. 


This side-by-side in their cultural foreign propaganda of theses that in 
part are mutually exclusive is also seen in the fact that the Europe and 
Western ideology and the theory of a unified world culture in the industri- 
al age as well as nationalism are used as weapons against socialist culture. 
The deliberate distortion of the dialectics of the nati. ad the 
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international is, in this special case, part of their business, as much 
as the theory of the “unified” or "common" national culture that would 
unite under one roof the artists at home and in emigration. Solely for 
convinced socialists there is no room within this concept. They are 
being excommunicated from that "national culture" and politically and 
esthetically discredited. This confused juxtaposition of various 
theories and theses is meant to feign some pluralism. The truth is 
that no argument is too costly to defame socialist culture. 


Sixth. The increased centralization tendencies in their foreign cultural 
policy and the more complex management, planning and organization of 
cultural work abroad at a national scale are accompanied by increasing 
international coordination. Only recall the role of the Trilateral Com- 
mission and its 15th report, "An Overview of East-West Relations" (1978) ,!9 
which contains basic ideas about the intellectual confrontation with com- 
munism, or NATO's various cultural policy coordination organs. The co- 
ordinated stand by NATO states in the intellectual-cultural field, 

though otherwise theirs is a division of labor, became particularly evident 
in the CSCE discussions about Basket Three and at the subsequent Belgrade 
conference in 1978. 


It becomes most evident, however, in the mechanism and the precision by 
which since the late 1960's certain international cultural policy campaigns 
have been conducted against alleged human rights violations in socialism, 
and in the concentration on so-called dissidents as the "true" represen- 
tatives of socialist public life. Especially the dissidents, some persons 
living in the socialist state who for one reason or another have noisily 
been proclaiming their hostility to socialism via imperialist media, are 
being instigated from the outside into antisocialist activity. That 

these are actually well designed campaigns, planned over the long haul, 

is shown by two examples (other could also be cited): A. Solzhenitzyn's 
anti-Soviet pamphlet "Gulag Archipelago" was illegally sent abroad to a 
cpaitalist country as early as in the late 1960's. Yet not until the 

turn of the year, 1973/74, the centers of imperialist psychological war- 
fare deemed the time right to deploy this "literary bomb" in the anti- 
Soviet campaign kindled for months during the second phase of CSCE. The 
so-called Dissidents Biennial in Venice also was meant to run interference 
for the CSCE follow-up meeting in Belgrade but failed in doing so. 





Seventh. With the massive meetings of people of different world-out looks 
and from countries with differing social orders, that had been encouraged 
by the detente process, and through the media's growing role, sociological 
propaganda gained the greatest importance. In 1978, as many as 3.2 million 
GDR citizens visited capitalist countries, 15.8 million citizens of other 
states visited the GDR, and 21.6 million citizens transited through our 
country. Those foreigners--as any tourists in any country--not only 

became familiar with the sights, the conditions and ordinary living in the 
GDR, they also brought along their own ideas, shaped by living in a world 
that is alien to us. Their conscious or unconscious propagating the 
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bourgeois way of life and value ideas with the help of movies, radio, 
television, music, fashions, consumer goods, including all the advertising 
that creeps around all that, mainly has the purpose to discredit socialist 
value ideas and produce doubt about socialism. The role of sociological 
propaganda indubitably is increasing as a special method for affecting 
consciousness over long term by being targeted against the subconscious, 
particularly because it can make use of a great number of different 
channels: the visitors, the media, and all the products and manifestations 
of mass culture. 


Eighth. Great efforts are being made to promote language because language 
promotion, being a long-term matter, is one of the key emphases in foreign 
cultural policy altogether and through language learning essential ideo- 
logical and political contents, in fact the whole picture of a country, 
can be conveyed, while long-term ties also can be established with the 
students who are to be affected. Along with France and its traditional 
language policy, it has mainly been the FRG in the 1970's that has in- 
creased its efforts to gain influence through the promotion of language. 

A permanent working team, "Deutsch als Fremdsprache” [German as a Foreign 
Language], has been in existence since 1976, which coordinates the 
activities of the foreign ministry, the Goethe Institute, the German 
Academic Exchange Service and the Central Office for German School Affairs 
Abroad. The 1979 foreign ministry budget has allocated an additional 

DM 1.9 million for study materials. 


Ninth. In the 1970's, problems of culture, education and communication 
became subject of comprehensive worldwide discussion in international 
organizations, at interstate conferences of ministers of culture, and 

at CSCE. The codification of certain problems in the intellectual- 
cultural sphere has reached international maturity and shows how much 
cultural issues occupy the center of the worldwide class conflict today. 
In the 1960's, imperialism still could evade such matters as creating 

a new international information system or rules for the problems in 
direct satellite television and other problems by obstructing them. The 
pressure from socialist states and many developing countries forced im- 
perialism in the second half of the 1970's to abandon such tactics and 
get actively involved in it itself in order to avoid its own total 
isolation. For that reason imperialism changed its tactics and sought 
to make its own intentions prevail through new and more variable methods, 
as shown by the attitude taken by various imperialist states in the 
discussion about the media declaration of unEScO.11 


All this_makes evident: Through its powerful "political-propaganda com- 
plex,” 12 imperialism has targeted on new dimensions in the class conflict 
without, however, being able to prevent the dissemination of the truth 
about and the incessant advance of socialism. 
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HUNGARY 


WRITER AGAINST RESTRICTIONS IN SOCIALIST DEMOCRACY DURING CRISES 
Budapest TARSADALMI SZEMLE in Hungarien No 12, 1979 pp 53-56 


[Article by Gabor Fodor, candidate, political colleague of the MSZMP Central 
Committee. Title: "Openness and Responsibility" ] 


[Text] In speeking about openness, my mind again and again recalls Istvan 
Szabo's film, "The Budapest Fairy Tales." I especially remember a few of 
its scenes, which are very conducive to the formation of thought-combinations 
of such extreme significance that should be taught. This is particularly so 
for those who feel responsible for the formulation of the openness of our 
society which is involved in the building of socialism. And they do so let 
me add -- irrespective as to the comprehensiveness or the details of this 
responsibility. 


Initially we can only see a few all-encompassing scenes, which remind us 
viewers that, after the presumably apocalyptic sataclysms, the foreplay is 
Surrounded by silence. Then the camera shows a closeup of the people involved 
in attempting to replace a derailed streetcar onto its tracks, that seem to 
stretch out to the unknown endlessness, simply because the order of things 
demands that a streetcar should be on its tracks. In the next scene, these 
same men, with others who have joined them, are pushing, shoving and pulling 
the yellow cab with all their might toward an apparently hazy, imagined goal. 
They are obviously doing this driven by an inner conviction which demands that 
they follow a certain path, and that they should at least attempt to come to 
the end of it. 


The results of the first day can be measured not only by the number of meters 
or kilometers that they were able to achieve. We can also witness the results 
that would have been unattainable without the collective efforts of a human 
social formation. In the night they recline on the roadside, dazed by 
exhaustion and by the feeling of achievement, but only so that they can resume 
punctually on the following day what they had begun on the day before. Put 
next day one of them is awakened by the realization that their strength had 
been so sapped of them, that they all unavoidably overslept. Put was this 
really so unavoidable: Shouldn't the feeling of responsibility now go into 
action, so as to retain in these people at least the feeling of achievement, 
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if it was unable to awaken then on tine. Driven by this feeling of 
responsibility, the awakened man worms his way to each of the sleepers, very 
carefully sets each of their watches back, and then, as if nothing had 
nappened, he wakes them up. 


(Seemingly, nothing had happened. In reality, however, the developments were 
no less than as follows: From this moment on somewhere on a patchway of 
humanity, a small community continued its existence in such a way that the 
mejority did not know the true time of the day. The above is the essence of 
the movie's projected thought-fragments. This is followed by an unavoidable 
series of thought-associations, and by innumerable questions. Is it conceivable 
that the community -- even if it is only a very small one -- could contribute 
to the attainment of its goals something more than just pure physical strength, 
if it doesn't know what time it is? How long could a situation, created 

by such a type of responsibility, be preserved? What would happen after a 
lightning-like realization that the watches were not showing the true time of 
the day! How much bitterness and how much pain would be compressed into the 
pent-up emotions of this recognition? Should one, or can one utilize dishonest 
means even if the goals to be achieved are among the noblest? Can goals be 
counterposed to the means? Shouldn't the feeling of responsibility under such 
conditions remain nonetheless faithful to the Marxist intention according to 
which Truth is composed not only of the end results, but also of the path that 
leads to it? 


[We know that, among others, Istvan Szabo's film could not have received 
publicity if llungarian society had not responded correctly to the above 
question already some time ago. But through the initiative and with the help 
of our Party, this Society had already liquidated the weighty consequences 

of the past distortions of Marxism-Leninism, and as such, it had also become 
an active participant in the process which we generally call the development, 
the broadening, and the strengthening Of socialist democracy. I hope I am 
not offending him with this statement, but Szabo's film -- even though it 
Struggles with the key question of openness -- is of cursory significance when 
compared to the importance of the workings of society. Without this process, 
which shapes so many things, we would be poorer by much more than simply a 
film or two. In fact, we would be poorer largely in other than films. 
Complete cultural, economic, and social oeuvres would be missing from the 
spectrum of Hungarian society; not to speak of that quantitatively undefinable, 
but still historically influential presence of a satisfied social disposition, 
without which there is no, nor can be, a feeling of unity with the great goals 
of the age. 





[Besides these considerations, it is really inconsequential and hardly worth 
mentioning, that without these developments, and after such an introduction 

I could hardly hope to have these chronologically belated, but otherwise 
timely thought-associations published about Szabo's film. Yet, I still do not 
regard this introspective essay as superfluous. Nothing that we have 
achieved under the guidance of our Party, in the area of a responsible 
openness, should be permitted to be forgotten even temporarily. This is all 
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the more so as according to all indications, living reality wouldn't permit 
us to do so anyway. The developments that had taken place cannot be 
regarded as having come to an end. We cannot write at the end of the line, 
in accordance with the customs of medieval monks, the word “explicit,” i.e. 
it has been done. 


[The justification of timeliness does not seem to be too difficult. let me 
Start with a reminder of this timeliness: These developments took place 
roughly at the time when, on the one hand, we were forced to face the 
unavoidable difficulties stemming from our own econamic orientation directed 
toward intensive economic developments; and on the other, ve were confronted 
with an explosion in the prices of raw materials and of the sources of energy. 
This explosion stemmed from a crisis within the capitalist world society, but 
it was stili especially detrimental to us. Under these conditions the leader- 
Ship of a socialist society could not permit these suddenly accumuleted 
burdens to be shifted unexpectedly and without any due delays upon the working 
masses. This was natural. What was unusual was for our Party to stand 
before the masses and to warn them about the realities of the situation, and 
about a certain degree of worsening in our economic life; and to do so 
witnout permitting the people to feel the effects of this change for the time 
being. When this is coming from the governing party that is in power, this 
can only happen if it takes its mission very seriously, and always, and under 
all circumstances informs the people about the time of day. 


[There was a need for this not simply to profess our faith openly in the 
name of an abstract principle in a society that is involved in the building 
of socialism; but because we knew that if we retain our moral capital, if we 
want to be sure that the secure relationship between the Party and the masses 
will also continue in the future, then we cannot act in any other way, but 
the way we have acted. 


[Why am I viewing this example as timely? Is it only because this approach 
has proved to be the correct one? Or is it perhaps because it is my deep 
conviction that it was precisely this responsibility in the formulation 

of social openness that has helped in the preservation of the equilibrium 
in our internal political life? Naturally, both of these considerations 
have played a role. But they were not alone. There may be other reasons 
as well for the timeliness. It would be senseless to deny that there are 
those who never forget, and who never learn. It is well known, for example, 
that in today's world the most reactionary, imperialist, and expansionist 
forces are making considerable attempts to reverse the political thaw that 
had evolved during the 19€0's and thus to push humanity toward a cold var 
with all its consequences. It is also widely known that, in light of the 
above-cited economic difficulties, a realistic program must consist not 

of a relatively rapid increase in the standard of living to which we have 
become accustomed to in the couree of the past few years, but rather of the 
preservation and consolidat’ — teese hardly significant achievements. 


[If there are some who do not wi to take into account anything outside 
the above two considerations, they may come to the conclusion that all 
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they have to do is to wait for a while and things may even become worse, and 
perhaps, and perhaps they may even see the return of those modes of behavior 
and attitudes which characterized public life and openness during the 1950's. 
There arc those who -- although secretly and without formulating their views 
specifically -- do not approve of our having told the time of the day. In 
their view, under such conditions socialist democracy has to be curtailed, for 
in more difficult times there is a greater need for order. 


[The only thing that is true in this argument is that the situation is 

really more difficult than it used to be, and that nowadays there really is 
a greater need for order. The fundamental difference between our Party's 
politics and such theories appears in the respective views concerning order. 
A view thet regards order as being a condition outside, or even in opposition 
to socialist democracy, is thoroughly foreign to our Party. On the contrary, 
our Party believes that the more problems there are, the greater is the need 
for democracy and for a better-functioning openness. For socialist democracy 
is not only a self-contained value system, not only an indispensable 
institution of man's political existence and fulfillment. Rather, it is 

also an irreplacable instrument of the unfolding and of the transmission of 
interests. It is an instrument which enhances the acquisitions of those 
Specific social expertise, whose absence cannot be compensated even by the 
most thorough knowledge of Marxism-Leninisn. 


[To remain with the analogy found in the movie: One shouldn't believe that 
the mixing up the hends of the watch can only be caused by sectarianism and 
by dogmatic reflexes. This would be an unforgivable short-sightedness. Not 
only those who judge the situation to be better than it actually is would 
lack the knowledge of the time of the day, but also those who judge it to be 
worse. Wot only a more colorful view of reality is misleading, but also the 
darkening of reality. We can create distortions in time and in equilibrium 
also by concentrating the attention of small and large communities -- under 
the guise of telling them the precise time -- on questions which have very 
little to do with reality (i.e. with social and political reality). Such 
efforts are usually harmful even if in most instances they are not done 
with the intention of harm. The voicing of unrealistic and unsolvable 
demands, and the teking of a critical approach that is governed by elements 
of extremist mood and by a lack of consideration for social requirements 

can originate from many different sources. But not even under the most 
favorable conditions should it be confused with a constructive attitude. We 
were able to differentiate between them in the past, and there are no reasons 
why we should dispense with this knowledge in the future. 


[In conclusion, before anyone could accuse me of writing a cheap apology of 
all that exists in conjunction with our openness, let me repeatedly emphasize 
that 1 wished to speak about the key question, that is, about the question 
which here and now is the most important of all questions. Neither socialist 
democracy, nor the bourgeois democratic processes and customs have such 
precedents in Hungarian history, that would be sufficient to make our problem 
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easier. There is still much to be done in order to create a more conscious 

and a more effective openness, that is best suited for our social conditions. 

I am sure of this. And naturally I am also aware that among our many backlogs 
we will not only have to develop our system of social institutions in an orderly 
sequence and in accordance with the decisions and determined goals of our 
Party, but we will also have to learn democracy itself; a task that cannot be 
attained by reform alone. A society's ebility to be able to live with its 
democratic rights, and its ability to show tolerance, and along with this, to 
live responsibly and with the divergent views that also exist within socialisn, 
depends not only, and not even primarily on the institutionally guaranteed 
right to disagreement. Occasionally we have to deal not only with details, 
but with the meaning of things as well. If our socialist openness truly has 

a real meaning -- as so often voiced by us -- than this meaning is first of all 
the help that it extends as a multifaceted, everyday means toward the achieve- 
ment of our social goals. And one of the indispensable conditions of success 
is that everyone should know what time of the day it is. 


[It is for this reason that true social responsibility must prevent all efforts 
directed toward confusing the positions of the hands of the watch. 
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POLAND 


LIMITATIONS, SIGNIFICANCE, ROLE OF OPPOSITION DISCUSSED 
Paris KULTURA in Polish No 12, Dec 79 pp 3-10 
[Article by Antoni Powolny, entitled: "A Letter from Warsaw] 


[Text] Our friends in the Emigration are asking many questions which it 
is none too easy to answer. You are asking in the first place about the 
opposition, its role, growth, and trends. Unfortunately, I am not a 
professional politician, only a so-called working man, pursuing a definite 
profession with all its attendant troubles and worries. I learn, there- 
fore, about the opposition primarily from Radio Free Europe and KULTURA, 
if the copy graciously sent to me by the latter does not have a “mishap” 
on its way. Naturally, some of the publications of the opposition also 
reach me. What can be said about it on such a meager basis for appraisal? 
I think highly of and like the writings of Gustaw Herling-Grudzinski, but 
when he wants to see in the opposition a third force, or precisely "a third 
factor” alongside the ruling Party and the Catholic Church, it shows how 
great are his illusions and how very one-sidedly he is being informed. 
Perhaps in the Emigration ideas about the opposition are conceived by 
analogy with the events of FPS [Polish Socialist Party], POW [Polish Mili- 
tary Organization in the World War I], or the military conspiracy of the 
Home Army Jduring the German occupation of Poland in World War II]? Only 
the latter ‘had actually encompassed wide circles of society, but it 
developed under spetial, abnormal conditions during the war and the 
extermination of the nation. Moreover, the wartime conspiracy lasted 
several years and, in most cases, had a military character; it was the 
Polish guerrilla, sabotage, propaganda, etc. war. The PPS conspiracy was 
not a mass movement, and historians know very well how many persons had 
passed through the POW. Compared to those times, the conditions for 
activity of the opposition, half-open but subjected to surveillance as a 
full-fledged conspiracy, have changed completely and definitely for the 
worse. It is not only a question of the most modern means of technology, 
electronics, eavesdropping, directional antennas, computer analysis, 
analysis of characteristics and style of literary productions, and similar 
"legendary" gadgets which are at the disposal of a modern totalitarian 
state. Incidentally, it is well known that the state equips itself with 
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these technically refined means for society's subjugation by purchasing 
them from the West and, if need be, persons surely would be available who 
would be able to point out in which countries and firms the UB [Security 
Service] buys itself these toys. It is not they, however, that are the 
main problem of the modern opposition. The crus of the matter lies in the 
fact of the all-round subordination of citizens to a totalitarian state 
which exercises control over the entire lives of these citizens. rirst of 
all, the state is the only employer and, as everyone knows, there can be 
better or worse work which may also be better or worse paid. Moreover, 
there is the so-called Berufsverbot, that is, the denial by the state of 

a citizen's right to work. Very likely the latter repression became the 
constitutive element of the opposition, and in any case has called into 
being its leading elite and its best activists. The state is, however, 
not only the monopolist in the labor market. The state also decides 
whether and when you will get an apartment, for only a small percent of 
society can afford villas or cooperative (proprietary) apartments. 





It would be interesting to know if the Emigration is aware of how many 
tens of thousands of married couples live apart and are also expecting 

a baby or already have it. And what about registration, i.e. residence 
permits in Warsaw and some other bigger cities? Do you know about the 
grand idea of the owners of the PRL: that the residence permit may be 
granted when one has work and work when one has permit? On the other hand 
both work and permit can be obtained from the powers that be if you do not 
deviate and are of service to the authorities. And do not think that that 
is the end of the subjection and limitations of citizens. A child can be 
admitted without difficulties only to an elementary school. Admission to 
a secondary school is much more difficult, and admission to a school of 
higher education is quite a problem. Here one must already have “points,” 
that is, “know the ropes,” use connections and influence, or be born a 
genius, which in our People's country is not a frequent occurrence. Any- 
way, I will not continue speaking about the subjection and subordination 
which makes us virtual slaves, since, after all, you should know how it is 
with hospitals, sanatoria, vacations, and foreign trips for the privileged. 
In short, the overwhelming majority of society is so much subordinated that 
it will certainly not reinforce the ranks of opposition. 


The opposition will remain numerically limited even though at present it 

is expanding and attracting the youth in particular. From 1976, however, 
one may observe that when a young man graduates and enters so-called life, 
then he either becomes a professional oppositionist or his contacts with 
opposition become more and more sporadic and finally cease altogether. 
Dependence and motivation begin to act. It is so in the majority of cases. 
I do not speak of the elite. In this class, daddies provide for their off- 
spring until they are thirty or even more. I also do not speak of persons 
in some exceptional material situations, or those who in some way or other 
are provided for from the funds which exactly you in the Emigration collect 
for opposition circles. 
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Comparing the opposition with the ruling Party which numbers three million 
members and candidates is rather ludicrous. Inaccurate is also to compare 
it with the Catholic Church which is in Poland a thousand year old institu- 
tion and has a hundred thousand strong army of priests, monks, and nuns, 
thousands of churches, chapels, rectories, buildings, halls and other 
premises. The Church has its headquarters in Rome, is deeply rooted in 
the entire history of Poland, is a tradition and custom of the land, and 
finally is needed by the people in the most important moments of their 
lives: it christens children, unites the young with the marriage tie, 
annoints the dying with Holy Oil, and follows them to their family tombs 
or to ordinary peasant graves. How can we compare all this with a young, 
noble, even impressive, but only three year old movement of the political 
opposition, which is teething, budding, but--I beg your pardon--plays only 
a secondary social role? This does not however detract from the merits of 
the actions of the opposition, for, as Editor Giedroyc himself taught me 
in my youth, in politics it is always a minority which knows what it wants 
that is of importance. 


That is just it: does the opposition, after three years of the tough 
school of action, know what it wants and does it realize the limits of its 
possibilities? I assume that it is rather so. The opposition does not 
aspire to become the third force alongside the Party and Church, for it is 
out of the question anyway. The opposition aims at the maximum increase 

in the number of persons who want to be conscious Poles and not Sovietized 
termites. And it has scored considerable successes in this respect. Tens 
of thousands of copies of the press and books published by the opposition 
groups are reaching their readers sporadically. Since sovietization is the 
greatest danger, the influence upon society is of the highest importance. 
The pressure of the opposition on the regime and its role, conscious or 
unconscious, in the game of Party groups--all this is a secondary matter, 
if of any importance at all. The Party reckons with miners who desert 
their work because of recurrent catastrophes and shift to other occupations 
or want to emigrate to West Germany. The Party watches like the apple of 
its eye the moods of the crews of the great industrial enterprises when loss 
of electric power causes shutdowns lasting several hours. The Party some- 
times even worries, when, as happened in October in Grudziadz and in many 
other small cities of Poland, not only meat but also butter was lacking in 
the stores for a week. The Party and the Government are under the constant 
pressure, unabated even for a moment, of the economic catastrophe caused by 
their crazy policy. The Security Service is busy with illegal news-sheets 
and opposition publications, and politicians are engaged in imploring the 
Soviets for permission to supplicate the capitalists to grant further 

loans which will never to be repaid. The grand policy of the PRL at 
present--and we have not yet reached the bottom of economic crisis--con- 
sists of inventing formal manifestations of propagandistic dependence on 
the USSR in order to conceal financial dependence on the West. The Russians 
condescendingly permit Poland to take money wherever it is available, for 
despite being "Byzantine," they know well the old Roman principle: beatus 
qui tenet. The PRL holds, or rather squanders, Western money, whereas the 
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Russians are holding the PRL by the throat and in principle such a situa- 
tion svits them. In Poland the scene is laid for a "Minor Apocalypse” 
{title of a novel by Tadeusz Korwicki, recently published in samizdat 

form]: not that some writer may actually burn himself alive in front of 

the building of the Central Committee of the Party, but that those who 

must govern do not know how to govern and also that no one has the right 

to replace them in the governing. This apocalypse will last until a new 
social outbreak, which will be quenched in blood, but perhaps it will create 
some ad hoc mechanism of the change of the crew. Another possibility for 
the change of the crew is associated with the person of the "martyr" 
Brezhnev, who also has to govern, although he has no more strength for 

that, but his comrades are still unable to agree on who will be his successor. 





I do not even know if all this is but a small apocalypse, or if by chance 
the major apocalypse is not just round the corner. Anyway, as a nation we 
are now degenerating biologically because of rampant alcoholism, improper 
nutrition, especially of children and youth, lack of medicines, pollution 
of water courses, reservoirs, and air, methodical destruction of forests, 
verdure, and everything that you in the West call the natural environment 
of man. In Poland man lives not only in an unnatural biological and chemi- 
cal environment but also in a mortally sick social system which in no way, 
absolutely in no way, can be changed because of geopolitical reasons. 


I deeply respect the democratic opposition but its role is no match for the 
apocalyptic, dreadful dangers threatening our nation. No opposition will 
be able to contain a social revolt if it will break out in earnest. Even 
before the opposition will be able to learn about its extent, all those 
carefully prepared means of repression will be put into operation, then 
political decisions will be made, and finally, in accordance with the rule, 
the Church will be asked to pacify the people in order to spare the nation 
further bloodshed. 


Here I will digress a little to speak apropos "historic compromise,” which 
rivets the attention of the authors of KULTURA and probably also of some 
opposition circles at home. Historical compromise is an Italian question, 
not a Polish one, and in Poland it does not come into consideration at all. 
It is not wanted either by the Party or the Church. By the Party, because 
it already has difficulties with Moscow and with its own hardliners on 
account of a too literal church policies and the papal visit, which was 
approved first by Brezhnev and then by Gierek. The Church is too strong 
for such a compromise and has too great a sense of identification with the 
nation. For the full 35 years of the PRL the Church never let herself act 
against the people and never will do it in the future. Cardinal Wyszynski 
deserves great credit for this, but no successor of his will be able to 
deviate from this path. Moreover, in the Vatican, at least at present, 
there is Pope Wojtyla, who would be the last to become a partner to a 
historic compromise, Furthermore, the relations between Episcopate and 
Government are bad. After the visit of the Pope nothing was actually 
settled. The Primate received a few churches, but other bishops experience 
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great difficulties with building churches. Demands of the bishops con- 
cerning the legal status of the Church were rejected, access to mass media 
of communication is out of the question, us is an organization of church 
laity, demanded by cardinal Wyszynski. In this area proposals were put 
forward in two memorials by Prof. Jan Szczepanski, who, according to some, 
is in trouble because of that; according to others, he rather expresses 
ideas of the overthrown Szlachcic than those of Gierek, who is compelled 
to govern. 


The historic compromise, if it were to be arrived at, would happen in 

Rome, obviously in Italian Rome, not Papal Rome, and not in Warsaw, Gniezno 
and Krakow. And the fact that the Church speaks in a cautious and pondered 
way, a religious and not a political way, results from both its very nature 
and from the method adopted in relation to the system. The nature of the 
Church consists in its sacred mission and it will not identify itself with 
any opposition, but it will defend any opposition that is persecuted. It 
defended, therefore, the jailed members of the KOR [Workers Defense Com- 
mittee]. It also defended the TKN [Academic Courses Society], and likewise 
successfully defended WIEZ [Bond] and the Clubs of Catholic Intellectuals. 
It teaches evangelic love, so it cannot fan unrest in a situation in which 
an outbreak may occur at any moment and its consequences are incalculable. 
Moreover, the Church in Poland, or perhaps Cardinal Wyszynski, has a method. 
It simply continuously suggests an agreement to the Government, first to 
Bierut, then to Gomulka, and now to Gierek. Twice the agreement was con- 
cluded and then broken by the Government. This time no formal agreement 
has been arrived at, and not even the joint commission of the government 
and episcopate, which periodically used to operate in previous stages of 
the development of the PRL, is in existence. At present there is no 
commission, but the climate is better. The Government is compelled to 
maintain it, because it is faced with economic catastrophe, and Wyszynski 
is compelled to maintain it because he wants to prevent its worst conse- 
quences. As priests say, Wyszynski told Gierek everything that had to be 
said. Thus, instead of speaking of a historic compromise in Poland, let 

us rather speak of an opportunistic compromise by the entire West, with 

the USA "in the lead," which did not recall a single ambassador after the 
process of the spokesmen of Charter 77. Carter could and should do this, 
especially because, as stated by the State Department spokesman, the USA 
has no large reciprocal interests with Czechoslovakia. The American 
ambassador, therefore, should ostentatiously depart from Prague, leaving 
there a diplomat of secondary rank. Carter, a human rights champion, how- 
ever, did not recall him. We, in Poland, are most worried about the West, 
for the Chinese card is, after all, a song of the future, and our life is 
at stake. 


Let us return to our principal subject, the democratic opposition, which 
is of interest to most foreign newsmen, for they are in pursuit of the 
sensational, and to Poles of the Emigration, for they live sustained by 
hope. Will the opposition play a political role of some importance? | 
would say that it is already playing this role, for it enlightens and 
teaches society and forms its real elites. This is a great role, 














especially because the Americans do not hide their intention to transfer 
Radio Free Europe to the USA, apparently for economic reasons. Meanwhile, 
Radio Free Europe has a greater range of influence than all the opposition 
groups. Even ten years from now the clientele of the opposition will 
amount to only a small percent of the regular listeners of Radio Free 
Europe. Americans, therefore, are making a successive error, not that it 
is either the first or the last one. This fact does not in the least 
belittle the role of the opposition in Poland. If during the next three 
years the number of writers and journalists connected with the opposition 
doubles, then a new, real intellectual elite will at last appear in Poland 
and that would be of essential importance for the preservation of Polish 
national identity. Let us say this frankly and brutally: the prewar and 
wartime intellectual and political elite has aged and is gradually retiring 
from the scene; unfortunately, this also applies to Emigration circles; 
every now and again we read with real dismay about the demise of one of 
you. The opposition in Poland makes up for and compensates for these 
losses. This constitutes its great, and I would not hesitate saying, its 
historic contribution. For, after all, what could be more important for a 
subjugated nation than educating its society, raising its spirits, 
straightening its moral backbone, and probably most important--informing 
it. There is such a thirst for information in Poland that even regime 
newspapers disappear instantly from the news-stands, and obtaining a copy 
of KULTURA or the KOR BIULETYN INFORMACYJNY amounts to a great event for 
an ordinary man. Hence men such as Michnik and Kuron or Kisielewski, who 
risk publishing papers at home or making statements in Western news media, 
are surrounded by general respect and esteem, irrespective of whether one 
agrees with what they write. We in Poland want to read or listen to the 
radio and to think on our own. We are neither conservative, liberal, nor 
leftist nor are we divided into Catholic left and lay left, for all these 
are terms in which lucky devils and fortune's darlings, professionally 
engaged in ideology and politics, think. We, that is society, or rather 
its nonpolitical majority, are divided into many orientations and we are 
in actual fact pluralistic. It is only Antoni Pospieszalski, with "delayed 
ignition,” who sees everyone in the same bag of "recalcitrants," close be- 
hind Bohdan Cywinski, whose beautiful book has been a splendid ideological 
manifesto but has but little connection with real history. It was, already 
when published, the expression of the daydreams of a narrow circle of 
dreamers and idealists and has remained that until now. On the other hand, 
society continues to be pluralistic; it includes some few communists of 
various orientations and a few fascists, there are socialists, social 
democrats, christian democrats, liberals, conservatives, followers of 
Pilsudski, and national democrats. If freedom came about in Poland, the 
people would divide not into the docile and indocile, but partly according 
to previous historical divisions and partly according to divisions obtain- 
ing in parliamentary democracies of the West, because then the subject of 
politics would not be resistance to Sovietization, but the solution of 
national and social problems concerning which thinking people should 
divide into different orientations. I have read two documents published 
beyond the censorship from which I got the impression that there is also 
in Poland a pro-German orientation. I was, therefore, not surprised by 
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the “great provocator"™ of thought, Stefan Kisielewski, who proposes a pro- 
Russian orientation. But neither the first nor the second of these orien- 
tations has any chance at present, for neither the Germans nor Russians 
are tor the present interested in the existence of an independent Poland 
and meygottiations with tt. But after LO, 20 or 30 years, who knows? 


The same relates to the political, and not only the educational, role of 
the opposition. Irrespective of the clumsiness of Kuron's writings, 
actually neither the opposition wants to speak with the government nor 

the government with the opposition. For the time being the government 
will only talk with an opposition that some Party group organized itself. 
The “Experience and Future" group has better chances of partnership with 
the government than the KOR, ROPCIO [Movement for the Defense of Human and 
Civil Rights] and other opposition groups. Their entry onto the political 
arena would have to be preceded by such events as those in 1918. For the 
present the opposition has the grand role of educating the nation. And 
that is that. Those from the opposition who would enter politics would 
merely bring disgrace upon themselves, as happened with PAX, or in other 
dimensions with ZNAK, and also with all other attempts at collaboration 
with a totalitarian system which devoured collaborating catholics, national 
democrats, peasant party members, and social democrats. There remained on 
the scene only mannequins, or puppets, or perhaps a bunch of simpletons 
and cads. 


You, in the Emigration, continue to daydream that a miracle will occur and 
the system will either collapse or be reformed. Rather the first that the 
second, for totalitarianism would lose its power by reforming, and its power 
is necessary to the Soviet Empire. Real reforms are out of the question, 
there may be only tactical and temporary retreats of the regime under the 
pressure of society, crisis, or the international situation. As long as 
the Empire is not reduced in its scale, there will not be much of a change. 
In the meantime the Empire is not moving back but rather is advancing. 
Naturally, it has its growing difficulties, it is consumed by the erosion 
of structures and by many other calamities and crises, but in military 
respects it continues to be impressive. Recently it possessed itself of 
Abyssinia, Angola, and Afghanistan; it mastered the seas; and it finally 
achieved full superiority in conventional weapons and a relative one in 
rocketry and nuclear weapons. The Chinese card has been nicely countered 
in Vietnam. On the other hand, the West has difficulties, perhaps not on 
the scale of 1929, but still serious. The West has been undermined pri- 
marily by the energy crisis, and its consequences simply cannot be foreseen. 
Thus, in the arena of world politics there are only the weak, and the 
strongest are precisely the weakest, although they have the greatest diffi- 
culties. If it does not come to a nuclear war, therefore, the whole game 
may last rather long until there is a change in the world balance of power. 
The Soviet Empire will fall, as all empires in world history which were 
based on brute force have fallen. But the inevitable process of downfall 
of the Empire will last long and the danger of atomic madness is connected 
with it. The Western governments know all this well and are rather 








simulating the fight for human rights and support for democratic opposition 
than helping the endangered persons and opposition in actual fact. In 
reality the West supports Brezhnev and Gierek, for it is apprehensive lest 
they might be replaced by some worse individuals. In the meanwhile the 
oppositilonists in Poland and in the Emigration are left to fend for them- 
selves and must live sustained by illusions, daydreams, and a great hope. 
Their hope is certainly justified in one respect. Even though Poland has 
only reached the half-way mark of the Soviet occupation and we can still 
expect more than thirty years of subjugation, the question of educating our 
society is a matter of “to be or not to be" for Poland. The opposition, 
Emigration, and independently thinking Poles have, therefore, the right to 
hope and at the same time have the honor of saving the Polish entity, the 
Polish national identity, and, therefore, our future independence, which 
we, the older Polish generation, will not see. 
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POLAND 


SOVIET COMMENTATOR NOTES PERSHING, CRUISE RELOAD CAPABILITY 
Koszalin GLOS POMORZA in Polish 6 Dec 79 p 10 
[APN Specie! by Yuriy Streltsov for GLOS POMORZA] 


[Excerpts | .e issue of the nuclear "superiority" of the USSR appears 
incessantly in the columns of the Western press. The Secretary of State of 
the USA, Vance, and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the FRG, Genscher, 
have also come out with statements about the need to arm NATO with American 
missiles, which would be deployed in Western Europe. NATO military ex- 
perts, as is known, have spoken out in favor of concrete recommendations; 

it turns out that, in order to liquidate the Soviet “superiority” in nuclear 
weapons which so worries the West, exactly 572 ballistic missiles and cruise 
missiles of medium range ought to be deployed in the West European countries. 
Neither fewer, mor more, but exactly 572. And so a new round of the NATO 
nuclear arms race as a means to assure peace, security, and detente on the 
European continent... 


Above all a few words on the mathematical trick in which the NATO experts 
take refuge. The communique about “arming” habitually talks about 572 
missiles, although probably what is involved is launchers. Each of them 
(this also applies to the Pershing I) will have several missiles. It 

cannot be excluded that in the future, if weapons of this sort appear in 
Western Europe, the single warhead ballistic and cruise missiles could be 
replaced with multiple warhead missiles. What is at stake, therefore, is 
the possibilities which are potentially opening up for NATO to increase the 
number of its nuclear munitions (which are essentially strategic) by several 
thousand by means of "a minor modernization." 
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POLAND 


GMINA CIVIL DEFENSE SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS PROPOSED 
Warsaw PRZEGLAD CYWILNEJ in Polish No 10, Oct 79 pp 6-10 


[Article by Lt Col Mieczyslaw Szulczynski] 





[Text] The gminas are basic units in both the country's administrative 
division and the civil defense system. As a rule, all civil defense missions 
are accomplished on the gmina level. These include: 


--population protection, including warnings about impending air strikes; 
radioactive and chemical contamination; contamination detection; preparation 
of protective structures; training in general self-defense; provision of 
individual (mostly secondary) means of individual protection; reception and 
housing of persons in selecte.: gmina dispersed from cities regarded as par- 
ticularly threatened; and blacking out in villages and settlements. 


--anti-contagion and anti-contamination protection of farm animals, water, 
crops and fodder. 


--protection of farms and work establishments, and physical and cultural as- 
sets, including manpower, means of production, farm produce and raw materials; 
and reinforcement of buildings ensuring water and power supply. 


--preparation of territorial units and facilities for emergency assistance, 
including the preparation of population for emergency aid actions, assistance 
during natural disasters, accidents and operational failures, and after air 
strikes. For a gmina's civil defense missions to be timely carried out, it 
must be realized that their accomplishment must be properly coordinated through 
appropriate management of civil defense. 


Under chapter 2, paragraph 6, point 2 of the Council of Ministers resolution 

of May 18, 1973, on civil defense, gmina heads--as civil defense chiefs--direct 
civil defense in keeping with the principles determined by civil defense pro- 
vince chiefs. A gmina civil defense chief has within his purview, among 
others, the direction, coordination, supervision and checking of completion 

of civil defense tasks (see chapter 2, paragraph 6, point 3 of resolution 

No. 111/73). 


58 








The performance of civil defense tasks calls for a major effort on the part 
of the gmina civil defense organization. Accordingly, a gmina civil defense 
chief should be assisted by an appropriate body.which ought to be the Local 
Civil Defense Command [TKOC] appointed by the chief. 


TKOCs are appointed, as a rule, in gminas where two or more local self-defense 
units have been established. The makeup of TKOCs depends on their local 
conditions and, inc principle, and it can differ from gmina to gmina. In my 
opinion, TKOCs should be established in all gminas (small towns) regardless 
ot the number of local self-defense units cperatin;: in a gmina. At present, 
in gminas with a single organized TOS, the functions of a TKOC are carried 
out by a TOS command. It appears that TOS command is unable to carry out at 
all times the duties that are involved in the preparation of a gmina for 
civil defense, especially for civil defense actions in periods of threat or 
war. It should be remembered that a TOS is a formation whose operation 
should be directed. The TOS, especially its major service subunits, should 
be utilized in various locations in a gmina subsequent to an air strike or 
after natural disasters, accidents or malfunctions. Cases may occur where 
an entire TOS along with its command is assigned to emergency aid actions 

on the area of another gmina or even town, 


In such cases, the gmina will be left without its structural civil defense 
leadership. It is my opinion, therefore, that it is necessary to appoint 
TKOCs in all gminas and small towns. Their organization is shown in annex 

Re 

The gmina chief is the immediate superior of the following TKOC functionaries: 
--a TKOC commandant, 

--political propaganda section chief, and 


--specialists. 


The TKOC commandant is at the same time coordinator of his command's work. 
Subordinated to him are: 


--senior assistant for operational affairs, 
--reconnaisance assistant, 
--communications and alarm assistant. 


TKOC commandants should be persons who have suitable predispositions for man- 
aging human teams. Further, they should have received training in civil de- 
fense and should have acquired a certain amount of information on the operation 
of civil defense forces. It appears that a TKOC commandant could be an em- 
ployee of a gmina (town) office who deals with military affairs in his official 
capacity. Such posts should be manned by selected suitable persons, for the 
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most part reserve officers or noncommissioned officers. TKOC commandant's 

assistants for operational affairs and reconnaissance assistant should also 
receive proper training in this field at Voivodship Civil Defense Training 

Centers. 


The commandant'’s assistant for communications and alarm should be someone 
well-versed in communications and alarming facilities, e.g., a technical 
employee of a local post and telecommunications office. 
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Gmina Civil Defense Organization Model 





a. Gmina Civil Defense Chief i. rural civil-defense group 
b. Local Civil Defense Command j. Local Civil Defense Unit #2 
c. Political-Propaganda Section Leader k. Health center 
d. Local Civil Defense Command Commandant 1. animal treatment center 
e. Local Civil Defense Unit #1 m. other centers and establish- 
f. Plant Civil Defense Chief ments in a gmina 
e. Plant Civil Defense Unit (Plant n. Legend 
Self-Defense Group) o. direct subordination 
h. village administrators’ offices p. coordination 
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Diagram of Gmina Communications For Civil Defense Needs 


a. 
b. 
Ce 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
ne 


Ts 
Ss 
t. 
Ue 


Communications Center of the Voivodship Civil Defense Inspectorate 
[Stanowisko Kierownika] Director's Post 

plant 

Plant Civil Defense Unit 

telephone exchange 10 [telephone] numbers 

gmina government offices 

communications center of the Ministry of Communications 
Local Civil Defense Command Commandant 

adjacent gminas 

village administrator's office, major plants and institutions 
contamination observation station 

telephone 

immediate access telephone 

telegraph station 

radio receiver 

TV receiver 
radiotelephone 

microphone 

radio center loudspeaker 

alarm siren 
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Structural Model of a Rural Self-Defense Group 
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a. Commandant of Rural Self-Defense Group 

b. Deputy Commandant for Political Affairs 

c. Deputy Commandant for Technical Affairs and Supply 
d. Squads (sections) 

e. Reconnaissance 

f. Fire fighting 

g. Custody and housing 

h. Policing and protection 

i. Alarm and contamination identification station 
j. First aid station 

k. Fire fighting station 


Particular specialists (chiefs of services) in the composition of a TKOC are 
directly subordinated to the gmina civil defense chief. These posts should 

be manned by persons who are professionals in a given area: the :anitary- 
medical service should have as its chief the physician from the gmina's health 
center; the fire fighting service--the commandant of voluntary fire depart- 
ment; the agricultural service--the gmina's agronomist, the veterinary service-- 
the veterinary technican or doctor; the policing and protection service-- 
deputy comvandant of the gmina's Citizens Militia post, the technical service-- 
a communal economy employee from the gmina government office, the POM [State 
Agricultural Machine station], the PGR [State Farm] or the SKR [Cooperative 
Farmers Circle], the contamination protection service--an employee of the 
agricultural chemistry development project, and the supply service--an employee 
of the gmina government office or of the GSSCh [Farmers Self-Aid Gmina Cooper- 
ative] The tasks of particular commandant assistants and chiefs of TKOC 
services evolve from their functions in the unit. They are responsible for 
preparing gmina's civil defense forces and materiel in their special fields. 


At this time, there arises a need for renaming the local self-defense units 
into local civil defense units [TOOC]. The structure of the latter would 
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not, in principle, differ from that of the former [TOS]. The TOOC would 
include subunits (platoons, squads and secctivns) with different speciali- 
ations e.g., a rescue squad, section or platoon. 


Just like the TOS, the TOOC would retain their profile as collective rescue 
units, though they would be more mageuverable. Their structure should pro- 
vide for the expansion of primary (maneuvers'le) subunits, while reducing 
those that are designated for immediate protection of particular hamlets 
and for the servicing of permanent civil defense installations, 


Instead, these functions should be taken over by the WGS [rural self-defense 
groups}. This is why I think that a WGS should be organized in every village 
with an administrator's office and in all larger hamlets. 


The basic tasks for a WGS would include, first of all, the preparation of the 
village or hamlet for self-defense by means of establishing warning, sani- 
tary, fire-fighting, and policing and protection stations. Or, in a joint 
eftort with all residents, constructing sanitary and veterinary treatment 
stations, facilities for biological and radioactive decontamination of 
vehicles and equipment, and building water tanks for fire fighting purposes 
and access roads within village limits. Also, arranging for and handling 
the housing of population evacuated or dispersed from the cities; warning 
village residents about impending air strikes, risks of contamination, and 
natural disasters; organizing and conducting joint emergency rescue actions 
in an air strike or a natural disaster, e.g., a hurricane, flood, snowstorm 
or fire. Moreover, as part of self defense, each family in rural areas 
should prepare temporary individual facilities in basements or similar loca- 
tions for protection against contamination in the event of radioactive fall- 
out. Such families should also take fire-preventing measures on their farms, 
adapt farm buildings for use as animal shelters, and make sure that food, 
tarm produce, fodder and water are protected from contamination. 


In effect, the WGSs should be organized in a manner enabling them to accomplish 
their missions in their villages. It appears that village administrators or 
other persons capable of organizing and directing a WGS and self-defense 
actions tor the population should become WGS commandants. I propose to in- 
clude in each WGS one person from every family residing in a village, so that 
the person who receives training in rural self-defense can function at the 
same time as a self-defense instructor for his own family. Personnel comple- 
ment of the WGSs should operate on the basis of civic commitment and should 
not, therefore, receive assignments to service in civil defense formations. 
Nevertheless, WLS personnel should be trained according to regulations and 
programs effective in civil defense formations. A WGS organizational struc- 
ture model is shown in Figure 2. 


An SK [director's post] is prepared in a gmina for the purposes of directing 
civil defense, Preferably, it should be located in a protective building 

on the site of the gmina government office. If it is not possible to establish 
an SK in the protective (reinforced) building, it can be located in gmina 
office rooms. In the latter case, provisions should be made for appropriate 
shelters for TKOC personnel (protecting at least against radioactive fallout), 
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The director's post should be prepared so as to permit performance of gmina 
civil defense tasks to be directed from it. Accordingly, the post must pro- 
vide work stations for particular TKOC functionaries. 


In order to maintain continuity in directing gmina's civil defense, most im 
portantly in a threat or war situation, provisions should be made for duty 
service on the SK. It can be composed of an operations duty officer and 
personnel manning technical communications equipment. Operations duty officers 
should be selected from the TKOC contingent. 


The following would be included in a operations duty officer's responsibilities: 


--familiarity with civil defense situation on a gmina's territory, including 
the location of assembly points of particular TOOC subunits, observation sta- 
tions, warning stations, fire fighting stations, and policing/protection and 
traffic regulation posts; 


--familiarity with the location of special installations, vehicle and clothing 
decontamination posts, and sanitary and veterinary treatment stations; 


--familiarity with the systems for communication with voivodship bodies 
directing civil defense, with subordinate civil defense forces, and with 
neighboring gminas; 


--reception of reports and presentation of reports to the civil defense chief 
or TKOC commandant; 


--reporting to Voivodship Civil Defense Inspectorate on the situation in 4 
gmina; 


-~-immediate transfer of warning signals about air threats to village adminis- 
trators, warning stations, TOOC duty officers, and plants located on the 
gmina's territory; 


--transmitting warning signals for civil defense forces and monitoring their 
attainment of action readiness until the arrival of the gmina civil defense 
chiet or TKOC commandant; 


--transmitting orders and guidelines of the chief or commandant to subordinate 
forces and village administrators; 


--immediate reporting to the chief or commandant about more important develop- 
ments, and orders received or guidelines from voivodship civil defense di- 
recting bodies. 


The operations duty officer should possess necessary documentation: an in- 
struction manual, calling (signal) code table, a clart with indicated civil 
defense assembly areas, deployment areas for particular posts, and special 
civil defense installations, a command activity log, and other necessary 
document as appropriate. 
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In the course of an emergency rescue action, the gmina civil defense chief 

as a rule directs such action from the director's post, since it would be 
impossible for him to direct actions on site if several locations in a gmina 
come under attack, It is believed, however, that, wherever possible, a gmina 
civil defense chief should proceed to the stricken area to run an emergency 
rescue action on the spot. 


In the latter case, the chief takes along indispensable specialists from the 
TKOC, It appears that, depending on kinds of effects produced by a strike, 
particular specialists should, in principle, be located in affected areas 

to solve difficult rescue action problems there in order to report their 
conclusions to the civil defense chief or TKOC commandant. When a strike pro- 
duces uniform results, e.g., fires, rescue actions should be directed by the 
firefighting specialist. 


The gmina civil defense chief should provide for the use of proper comnuni- 
cations, primarily with the SK, for the duration of his stay in an affected 
area. He can use existing telephone network, or messengers on bicycles or 
motorcycles for that purpose, but the best solution would be an automobile 
equipped with a radio telephone. 


Existing internal communications system of the gmina office and the external 
ministry of communications network should be utilized for the purposes of 
gmina civil defense. 


Internal communications systems in director's posts should be prepared already 
under peaceful conditions. 


It is proposed that telephone equipment, both stationary and portable, be 
utilized in establishing cable communication in a gmina gmina. A model dia- 
gram is shown in Figure 3, 


The above scheme for organizing civil defense in a gmina can be also applied 
in small towns, in which WGS will be replaced by a residential building, or 
house, self-defense group (involving persons from one or more residential 
buildings, one street, or a part of town. The civil defense and self-defense 
problem, as presented above along with the proposed solutions, is regarded 

as an author's opinion providing material for discussion. 
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POLAND 


POOR MILITARY TRAINING HINDERS NEW VEHICLE EFFECTIVENESS 
Warsaw ZOLNIERZ WOLNOSCI in Polish 18 Dec 79 p 3 
[Article by Capt Bronislaw Hynowski] 


[Text] During a comprehensive review a mechanized unit was given a good 
grade for the technical state of the equipment, but only a fair grade for 
its maintenance. This considerable difference between the grades was 
sufficient grounds for specialists from the Tank-Automotive Service to make 
a thorough analysis and point out reasons for the existing situation. And 
many reasons were discovered. 


It is worthwhile to recall here that among the major goals set for this 
year in the area of technical-material support for troop training by the 
Tank-Automotive Service, the leading place was reserved for upgrading the 
technical state of vehicles and their maintenance level. Securing a high 
level of discipline in the management of installation life as well as in 
the utilization of vehicles, the achievenent of a high level in the train- 
ing of specialists for the Service and ¢ -onomic and rational management of 
the material means allocated are closely related to the above-mentioned 
goals. 


The remaining weeks of this year provide an opportunity to sum up the 
achievements and evaluate the work of the technicians. In most units 

many successful efforts were made to improve training programs, exploita- 
tion of equipment, servicing-repair and supplies. However, as the intro- 
ductory example illustrates, not all units have managed to improve their 
grade index in the areas of the technical state and maintenance. And 
these are, after all, among the most important indicators, demonstrating 
the battle readiness of troops. The lack of consistent realization of the 
goals set in the past months requires now a rapid and determined Liquida- 
tion of weaknesses and upgrading the poor units to good and better levels. 


Training on each level has a considerable impact on the final results. 
Staff trainings as well as games and group exercises contribute to the 
improvement of actions taken in the area of securing the material-technical 
side cf battle actions. It is also necessary to mention positive changes 
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in the training of basic military service NCO's--commanders of the vehicle 
and repair squads as well as junior repair specialists. After establishing 
the proper objectives a reorganization program for this training system was 
established; it was adjusted to increasing requirements, and it incorporated 
in a broad manner the economic factors as well. 


Even the most perfect system will not yield the expected results if its 
principles are not followed. This thesis is confirmed--like a sort of 
reversed picture--by improper activities of those responsible for the final 
exams: the examination time was shortened, exams from 3 or even 4 subjects 
were given the same day, and the grading was not always objective. Thus, 
in a situation like that it is difficult to believe that the certificates 
given to those examined reflect their knowledge and skills. 


To further illustrate the above thesis I wish to offer other examples. 

This year in the Tank-Automotive Service gieat emphasis was put on simul- 
taneous and even earlier training of specialists for the exploitation and 
service of newly introduced and modernized equipment. And yet not everyone 
concerned approached this task properly. For example, the unit mentioned 
in the introduction did not select enough candidates for the servicing- 
repair course intended for tank squads and sent them with a several-day 
delay. 


The lack of concern is exemplified by the teaching methods: in the second- 
Stage training of ZSU-23-4 driver-mechanics, the thematic sequence in 
accordance with approved guidelines was lacking; there was no discussion 

of differences in the structure of driving compartments and problems con- 
cerning the loading of guns on transportation means and on ferries. Auto- 
mobile drivers constitute the most populous group of vehicle drivers on 
public roads. Their training was also often carried out in a casual manner, 
that is in violation of established procedures, with little concern for 
recruiting all eligible for training, and with insufficient material- 
technical support. 


Such an attitude, coupled with filling driver positions with soldiers who 
do not have sufficient qualifications, creates the possibility of dangerous 
accidents. The lack of interest in the qualifications of drivers is proved 
by the fact that vehicle drivers are newly-drafted soldiers, who, after 
getting their driver licenses a year or more earlier, have not had an 
opportunity to test their driving skills. Also, the transfer of drivers 
from one vehicle to another without additional training lowers the quality 
of service-exploitation activities. 


The above mentioned negative developments are the core of the reasons be- 
hind the worsening of the technical state and maintenance of vehicles, 
road accidents as well as exorbitant exploitation costs. 


The quality of exploitation, however, depends on more than just training. 
The grade difference mentioned in the introduction was the resuit of 
shortcomings in servicing, and particularly in everyday conservation 
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routines. The available means and resources in servicing-repair support 
have not always been fully or properly utilized. Additional potential 
remains in work organization, utilization of existing maintenance schedules, 
workshop tools, and diagnostic equipment. Perhaps, it would have been 
enough to increase technical supervision over the quality of the work per- 
formed? 


It is worthwhile remembering a simple formula; that is, that a low quality 
of technical servicing and routine repairs causes an increase in equipment 
failure, which leads to an increase in the number of necessary repairs. 
The piling up of planned repairs for the end of the year is not conducive 
to quality work, hampers material supplies, and creates unnecessary dis- 
turbances. 


The spare parts and assemblies management has to be improved as well. It 
is indispensable in this case to carry out a comprehensive analysis of 
parts replacement as well as to discover and eliminate the causes for their 
fast wear and tear. It is also possible to reduce significantly the in- 
sufficient number of spare parts by recovering some through a regeneration 
process; and the amount of the share of regenerated parts in the material 
supplies proves the eixstence of insufficiently utilized reserves. 


The savings plans and improvements carried out this year by the Tank- 
Automotive Service have brought about economic effects in tens of millions 
of zlotys. Further growth in the process of rationa) and frugal manage- 
ment is possible due to the discovery of complex rese ves and improvement 
in the effectiveness of action based on scientific m-thods; but above all, 
it is indispensable to mobilize the lowest units «o that incidents like the 
one mentioned in the introduction can be avoided. 
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POLAND 


SZCZECIN MILITARY TRAINING PROBLEMS VIEWED 
School Applicant Shortage 
Szczecin KURIER SZCZECINSKI in Polish 18 Dec 79 pp 4-5 


[Text] "The Army, the Army, the Army is marching...". How many songs 

have been composed and how many stories have been written about the men 

in uniforms? Although the songs make it appear gay and alluring, in 
reality, as every young man knows, it is otherwise. In reality it is daily 
hard work, drills, discipline and training to which not everyone adjusts, 
and most of which is done as matter of obligation and not will. Thus the 
Army cannot brag about a glut of candidates for its schools. But is this 
the way it really is? Could it be that this is just a coverup for an in- 
different operation and unrealistic recruiting propaganda and activity? 


This problem was the subject of the last meeting of Szczecin post-elementary 
school directors and representatives of the Voivodship Military Headquarters 
and the Pomorze Military District. ‘here were many problems to discuss. 

The number of candidates from the voivodship applying in 1979 for admission 
to military schools was not sufficient, especially since less than one- 

half of the volunteers passed the initial tests and medical examinations. 
Nonetheless, military schools are not too popular among secondary-school 
pupils. Szczecin ranks eighth among the 13 voivodships in attracting 
students to the military academies, higher officer schools, warrant officer 
and career NCO schools, and this is primarily the result of obtaining 
candidates from Stargard, Gryfice, Swinoujscie and Gryfino. There were 

only a bare handful of candidates from Szczecin's schools. 


With the development of defense technology, technical cadres must also be 
upgraded continuously; the know-how of the officer corps and so-called 

middle cadres must be constantly improved. Therefore, the promotion of 
military careers is very important. Unfortunately activities in this area 

by both interested parties--the Army and the school directors--are not 
satisfactory. There is a shortage of counselors and an insufficient number 
of attractive publicity folders; there are too few meetings between students, 
officers and military school instructors and not enough excursions to 
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military schools. These activities are easy enough to accomplish and 
understood by all, but they are not practiced or only practiced in isolated 
cases. Of course there are schools that do not need to be advertised, for 
example, Warsaw's Military Technical Academy [WAT], where only the cream 

of the crop are accepted, which per se enhances competition and popularity. 
But there also are military technical schools that are not well known 
either by name, mission or location. Young post-elementary school gradu- 
ates are also unaware that after completing these schools they are guaranteed 
suitable housing and relatively high pay. There is no doubt that these 

are inducements, but no one mentions them in the schools during the so- 
called job orientation lectures. 


Social and youth organizations can also do much more. The attitude of the 
Polish Scout Union, which is in the best position to inform young men 

about the advantages of a military career (which was discussed at the 
meeting mentioned earlier), is completely unreasonable. Unfortunately, 

the matter regarding advantages is ending. This also concerns sports 
organizations and associations which are in a position to distribute informa- 
tional material about military schools to young people that would intensify 
their interest. The information can be distributed during qualification 
tryouts, for example, during frogmen or parachute jump qualification try- 
outs, or during shooting competitions and all training courses. 


Naturally, there are post-elementary schools from which officer candidates 
would be difficult to obtain, for example, economics schools (over 90 
percent of their students are female), medical and other schools. There- 
fore, propaganda activity should be focused only where it would do some 
good. But greater conscientiousness should be required of the Department 
of Education and Upbringing in controlling the method of propagating mili- 
tary schools in the post-elementary schools in the city and voivodship. 

It is easy to reach students and lecturers of the Polytechnic and the 
Agricultural Academy on their premises, but it is not easy to do this with 
representatives of military schools outside Szczecin. Since there are so 
few of them in Poland, this is all the more so. Thus it is necessary to 
improve and coordinate all propaganda activities if we wish to increase 
the number of volunteers and improve selection possibilities during initial 
examinations for the professional military schools. 


Preconscript Frogman Training 
Warsaw CZATA in Polish No 31, 5 Aug 79 p 5 


[Excerpts] One of the main tasks of the National Defense League [LOK] 
is to train preconscripts for the armed forces. It is a difficult and 
appreciated job. 


For many years now, the LOK Bobra Frogmen's Club in Szczecin has been 
training preconscripts for the military. It also has been laboring under 
difficulties for many years. 
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According to the plan, in 1979 Bobra has to train to level II several 
dozen young people for the military. Will the Club be equal to the task? 
Of course it will, but at what cost? 


There is no place to conduct the training. The frogmen's training base 
has been under repair for a long time now, and the Voivodship Aquatic 
Training Center building is being used to train drivers. Lidza's housing 
problems are not uncommon, but the situation in Szczecin is continuing 
far too long. Bobra's director, Krystian Sadowski, as a matter of fact, 
never knows where the next lessons on theory will take place, which, as 
is known, does not make life easy for him, on the contrary. 


It would be ridiculous to argue whether the training of drivers or the 
training of frogmen is more important, and which of these specialties should 
have the greater priority. There is but one solution. Both classes are 
equally important, and both should be treated the same. 


As can be seen, much more remains to be done. And so long as nething is 
done, Szczecin’'s frogmen will continue to be trained in a haphazard way: 
today, here; tomorrow, there. I daresay that Szczecin is not alone here; 
similar housing problems--and not only concerning frogmen~-are common 
throughout Poland. There is not only a lack of appropriate investment 
but also a lack of contractors, but there is no shortage of regulations 
regarding their employment. We frequently talk about these types of prob- 
lems, but making light of them does not solve them. Thus even the best 
initiatives and, what is more important, people's enthusiasm and will to 
act are foiled since it is impossible to overcome or move obstructions, 

It is time to think why this is happening as, for example, in the Szczecin 
case where the frogmen's base has been under constant repair for a couple 
of years now. The problem here is not ill will on the part of individuals 
responsible for this. Above all the problem lies with bureaucratic confu- 
sion. A so-called small-job contractor is not interested in the work, and 
it is impossible to employ private craftsmen. Frequently work which could 
be done in several days is dragged out over years because there is no one 
to do it. In the Szczecin case, the final solution was the best one avail- 
able, that is, the Army was assigned to do the work. However, when such 

a solution is not possible, what then? 


Housing activity is multidirectional and serves specific goals, including 
training for the military. I believe that training results will be even 
better if it is conducted under proper conditions, where, above all, the 
instructors will be able to attend to their work and not stumble about in 
the jungle of regulations that do not directly concern their areas of 
activity. 


Regarding sports results, Szczecin's LOK frogmen are among the nation's 
best. For example, in underwater techniques, the men are the Polish cham- 
pions, and the women are the vice-champions. In training frogmen for the 
military, the people of Szczecin have something to brag about, especia!ly 
in view of the above mentioned difficulties as well as the difficulties 
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that plague all frogmen clubs, that is, the chronic lack of equipment, wet 
suits, diving gear, air-compressors and even goggles. Then there is the 
incessant and mostly minor problems concerning the use of indoor pools 
during the fall and winter seasons by the frogmen during more sensible 
hours, and not during late hours of the night or at daybreak. Unrestricted 
diving is a very difficult task and requires exceptional health. In addi- 
tion, frogmen do not number in the tens of thousands; in Poland there are 
probably no more than several hundred. Therefore if aid cannot be given 
them, then at least they should be treated as equals not only in obligations 
but also in rights because, as I mentioned earlier, it is not only a sports 
activity but also training for the armed forces, and it also is by no means 
a trivial activity vis-a-vis the national economy, especially regarding 
life-saving. 
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ROMANTA 


DEVELOPMENT, TRAINING OF LABOR FORCE DISCUSSED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 23, 5 Dec 79 pp 26-29 
/Article by Dr Ion Pacuraru/ 


/Text/ It has become a broadly disseminated truth that the building of a 
modern society based on the application of the newest achievements of sci- 
ence and the progress of mankind in general and the development of economic 
potential and superior utilization of material and human resources are in- 
disso ubly linked with the existence of qualified cadres able to bring into 
action the entire social and economic mechanism and to achieve an increasing- 
ly larger quantity of material and spiritual values at a high level of qual- 
ity. 


Aware of this fact, our party is giving priority attention to the vocational 
training and formation of the labor force for all sectors of activity. The 
documents adopted by the 12th party congress clearly prove this; they devote 
broad chapters to these problems, including guidelines, solutions and tasks 
of the greatest theoretical and practical importance. 


[It is known that less than 40 percent of all workers in Romania before World 
War LI were qualified. A larger number of workers were illiterate or semi- 
illiterate; the majority of workers had completed only four grades in ele- 
mentary school. Not even the other social-vocational categories had avail- 
able a level of vocational instruction and qualification at the level of 
demands of that time. 


In the years of socialist construction, together with the dizzy growth in 
production forces and considerably outrunning this process, an intense ac- 
tion took place depending on Romania's needs for social-economic develop- 
ment to form and raise the level of vocational instruction and training of 
the labor force. Stressing the organic link between the training of cad- 
res and development, Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu points out: "We must under- 
stand that fulfillment of all the tasks facing us depends on the level of 
training of the people, the cadres. In the end, the main force guarantee- 
ing our forward progress is man. We must be concermed with the people and 
their training to assure successful fulfillment of our program for the de- 
velopment of socialist Romania.” 








The process of training the labor force, organized and carried out on the 
basis of the plan, continually has been adapted to the needs of the na- 
tional economy and has been aided by having the entire population reach 

a continually higher level of instruction and culture. Important in this 
regard are the qualitative changes which occurred in general compulsorv 
ucation. As we know, it has become more modern continuouslw and has be- 
come richer in content, keeping up with scientific achievements and with 
modern technical progress in a closer and closer combination with practice. 
So, general compulsory education has assured a higher and higher degree of 
knowledge and solid initial base for the vocational training of the cadres. 
Other forms of education also have been adapted to the need for tic voca- 
tional development of the labor force, with school holding a larger and lar- 
ger share inthe development of cadres. 


The decisive contribu: .» of education to the process of training the labor 
force is strikingly iilustrated by the evolution of the number of e2radu- 
ates of post-secondary school and wmiversity education. In the 1951-1978 
period more than 1.63 million persons graduated from vocational education, 
more than 850,000 persons--from secondary or post-secondary level education, 
130 ,000--from foremen's schools and 5$40,000-—from higher education. 


The considerable rise in the capacity of schooling, corroborated with the 
extended duration of compulsory education and with improvement in the or- 
ganization and content of the educational process are the main factors 
which have assured a rise in the quality of labor resources and important 
changes which have occurred in the structure of instruction and qualification. 
Whereas in 1958 only around 22 percent of total worker personnel possessed 

a post-secondary school level of training, the percentage currentiv has ex- 
ceeded 50 percent. The substantial rise in degree of instruction of the la- 
bor force clearly comes out if we refer to its main component--the workers. 
In 1956 nearly 85 percent of the total workers had 4 years of elementary 
school, 12.7 percent had 7 years of general school and only 2.3 percent had 
post-general schools, in 14978 only 30 percent of total workers still had 
only 4 years of elementary school (as level of instruction), 33 percent vere 
graduates of 7-8-year general schools, 5.5 percent had 10 vears of general 
school or the first level of secondary school, while 31.5 percent had post- 
general studies {a vocational, technical school or secondary school). ‘So, 
there was a considerable rise in the number of qualified workers as well as 
other categories of cadres. Last year the number of qualified workers had 
reached 4.71 million, that is, 83.7 percent of the total. It should be kept 
in mind that 90 percent of workers were qualified in the peak branches of 
industry. With regard to the number of worker personnel with higher train- 
ing, it was around 520,090, while the number of those with secondary train- 
ing was 1.15 million, representing one-fourth of the total compared with on- 
ly around 15 percent in 1958. 


The qualitative changes which occurred in the qualification of the labor 
force were accompanied by important cualitative changes expressed in the 
change in the structure of qualification and substantial rise in its gener- 
al level. Truly, the process of Romania's intense industrialization oriented 


74 











the entire production complex toward new direction--new branches o1 sub- 
branches, new technological procedures, new sources of raw materials and 
new means of processing--which propelled improvement in the vocational 
structure of the labor force and adaptation of it to the demands of pro- 
gress. For example, we should note that the number of qualified workers 
through the vocational school and specialized secondary schools last vear 
represented more than one-third of total qualified workers compared with 
only about 15 percent in 1964. In the same period there was a considerabie 
drop in the share of those qualified through practice on the job--from 
aroud 59 to 26 percent. A number of trades with low complexity connected 
with carrying out manual work and requiring a large physical effort have 
disappeared; in exchange,new trades and vocations have appeared and have 
seen dizzy development as a result of the creation or extending of peak 
branches, such as, for example, electronics experts, where more than 18,000 
workers are working or chemist operators, with 275,000 workers and so forth. 
The number of lathe operators reached 148,000 compared with 40,000 in 1964, 
that of locksmiths reached 502,000 compared with 71,900 and that of the 
planers reached 33,000 compared with 2,400 and so forth. 


The results obtained in the qualification of the labor force in the vears 
of socialist construction are an eloquent proof of the permanent concem 
which our party shows in this area of social activitv. At the same time, 
these achievement are an incentive to take new steps forward so that the 
labor force is at the level of the specific role which the workers in our 
society play, that is, that of owners, of producers and beneficiaries of 
development. 


if we bear in mind that the growth in labor productivity and efficiency and 
the rational use of the labor force are basic coordinates which will govern 
Romania's economic growth in the near future and bevond, it is clear that 
the problem of vocational qualification and training takes on new values 

and particular importance in accordance with the stage of Romania's social- 
economic development, level of technical supply, intensification of techni- 
cal progress and application of modern scientific achievements. That is whv 
in his speech to the joint plenum of the RCP Central Committee and the Su- 
preme Coumcil of Social and Economic Development of ®omania of Julv 1979 our 
party's secretary general dwelled so much on these problems. “It is under- 
standable that the fulfillment of all the provisions of the directives de- 
pends on the activity of the cadres, of the people, of our working class, 

of the peasantry and the itnrellectuals and all workers regardless of nation- 
ality and all our people. It is necessary for us to give attention to the 
development of cadres of workers, specialists and to raising the level of 
vocational training of the cooperative peasantry and the peasantry in general. 


At the same time let us sadtaetiyv carry out the decision on the continued 
improvement in the level of knowledge of all cadres, starting with the Cfen- 
tral Committee, the Po litical Executive Committee down to the last worker.” 


The directives of the l2th party congress provide that in the 1981-1985 
period the vocational development of more than 2.7 million persons will he 
assured to cover the need for worker personal, of which around 2.45 million 
will be qualified workers, 55,000 will %e foremen and more than 129,999 will 
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be with higher studies. As a result, important quantitative as well as 
qualitative changes will take place in th. qualiff_eation structure of 

the labor torce. So, the share of qualified workers in total workers wi!! 
reach around 90 percent, while it will reach more than 95 percent in the 
peak industrial branches. Special attention will be given to the training 
of qualified workers in the basic trades for machine construction, che 
metallurgical industry, the mining, petroleum chemical, construction mat- 
terials industry, construction-assembly as well as specific trades in apg- 
riculture. So, the specialized workers in trades such as splintering pro- 
cessor,mechanical locksmith, miner, petroleum worker, steel worker, forge 
operator, structural builder and so forth during this period will represent 
more than one-third of the total need for qualified workers. 


In the coming years all degrees of education w.'l be improved continuouslv 

in the direction of the more and more close integration with research and 
production and will play an increusinegly greater role in the training of 
cadres needed in the nation2zi economy so that thev can cope with the demands 
of technical progress and modem production under optimum conditions and with 
the other needs imposed by the rapid development of the material-technical 
base and the suprastructure of society. Secondary school education will he 
extended and generalization of it will be prepared, giving prioritv to the 
industrial and agricultural secondary schools. The improvement of higher 
education aims at the assimilation of the new achievements of the scientific- 
technical revolution in close connection with practice, orvanizing the train- 
ing process so that the teaching cadres and the students participate both 

in learning activity as well as the research, design atid production and 

make a more and more important contribution to the general development of 
society. Following these measures, toward the end of the coming decade 
around 70 percent of the total need for cadres will be assured through the 
schools. It should be mentioned that in the 1981-1985 five-vear plan ahout 
17 percent of the need for qualified workers will be trained through the se- 
cond level of secondary school, while this will rise to more than 33 percent 
in the second half of the decade. 


The truly enormous efforts being made in the area of the development and 
training of the labor force prove ccavincingly the importance which these 
problems are receiving now and, in particular, in the future. The changes 
which will occur in the structure of »xroduction, the change in the forms 
and methods of organization as a result of the broad-scale application of 
new technologies will entail basic changes in the componence of the workers’ 
qualification and of other workers in the area of material production and 
relationships between various groups of vocations, strengthening the trend 
toward development of workers with a broad profile which would be advanta- 
geous under the new conditions both to man for his full achievement as well 
as to society. 


The increasingly ereater demands which the promtion of scientific-techni- 
cal progress is making on the cadres will take on an intensive, continually 
rising nature to the greatest extent. On one hand, man pushes science and 

technology forward and, on the other, scientific-technical progress improves 
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man, stimulating him to broaden his knowledge. Under these conditions 

the very revision of the concept of worker qualification and adaptation 

of it to future demands appear inevitable. The requirements on the work- 
er in the moder enterprise more and more are moving from the phvsical 

to the mental and intellectual area. Affected by mechanization and auto- 
matization, the criteria on whose base the level of qualification is es- 
tablished become more abstract and, as 4 result, more general. The tasks 
which must be carried owt in a certain vocation are tending to be more 

and more independent of the specific working conditions in the particular ° 
vocation and even of the kind of material being processed. So, technical 
progress permits the gradual replacement of sensory analyzers with vhvsical 
analyzers, of automatic psvychophysiological reflexes with automatic mech- 
anical or electronic reflexes. A reading of these new analyzers and the 
control of automatic reflexes requiresonly the establishment of those com- 
plex conditions which, through man's organism, gradually adapt to the to- 
tally special demands of the environment. At the same time, thev require 
that the information presented in an abstract form be recorded and trans- 
mitted (the value of a figure, the color of a signal and so forth) in or- 
der to release timely reactions with neuromotor difficulties and without 
any spe ific nature (the pressing of a button, the turning of a handle). 
Many modern occupations subject man to a maximum long-term psvchophvsical 
tension, which has negative biological effects on his circulatorv and ve- 
getative system. The broader the application of the results of scientific 
research fn production, the more people will have to provide work with 
their minds. 

More and more demands also are being placed on tecnnical engineering and 
economic personnel and on the leaders of production processes. The hroad 
expansion which the organization and scientific leadership of production 
and work must take on depends to an increasingly greater extent on the 
knowledge obtained in the process of training cadres in the economic area 
ind on organization and leadership. On the other hond, technical engineerine 
personnel represent that category of specialists which at the present time 
is the main factor in speeding up technical progress and, in particular, 


the igher form of it, automated production. Technical progress, particular- 
tomation, requires the training of a special technical engineerine per- 
sonnel. just as in the case of the other categortes of personnel, it must 
ive a broad type f training: on one hand, basic vocational knowledge and, 


m the ther, knowledge which permits them to find anaicetes and mutual ties 


betwee t processes being produced in the most diverse branches. 

The pecial laims on the training of worker personne! in the current stage 
ire eo, however, not only to production tehniques which it must use hut al- 

. ‘ the place @a upies in the leadership, planning and execution af 

{ pure! technical tastruction is provine to be insufficient. 

training must proceed more and more from the consideration that 

perior, tilateral au fication in Romanta today no longer is merely 

a : ures tne mastery | mcern ore junction forcee hut alen a 

rrying out a creative activity. This involves simultaneors< 
ttent ' tica!-ide gical and economic education intended to fail 
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motor forces and, implicitly, to make their active and efficient par- 
ticipation conscious in the leadership of economic and social life. The 
party requires that we train qualified cadres and, at the same time, to 
educate in them awareness of the responsibility thev have in the develop- 
ment of socialist society. In the process of development of the cadres we 
must imprint the revolutionary spirit, attachment to the socialist country, 
discipline, organization, a collectivist spirit and the tendency toward a 
broadly professional outleck capable of discovering the mutual connection 
of phen-mena and to stimulate creative initiative. 


Vocational training and qualification, thus, must be viewed progressively, 
not statically. Each person, as a bearer of the ability to work, to ob- 
tain a level of qualification, expends physical and mental energy in vroduc- 
tion. The knowledge received in the developmental stage slowly becomes out- 
dated and ceases to answer the requirements of the material components of 
production; in other words, a moral usage and depreciation of it are pro- 
duced. To a certain extent it loses its rationale and skills. All these 
are an objective result of work being carried out under conditions of a vi- 
tal technical base; at the same time, it also represents the cause for the 
need to refreshen theoretical and practical knowledge equally with the need 
for restoring all human expenditures of energy. 


Renewal of outdated knowledge, completing of it as well as masterv of new 
skills in work are achieved by raising qualifications, by vocational 
training as a basic element in reproduction of the labor force. In some 

of the peak industries, knowledge is exceeded so fast that there is a need 
for retraining after abcut 1-2 vears after graduation from school. 


Continual development and permanent education today are basic problems for 
the future which will be conditions for the countrv's economic and technical 
development and will facilitate the social promotion of all catepories of 
workers. 


The stock of qualification for the country’s labor force, particularly for 
workers, demands by necessity a continuous process of improvement. In this 
regard let us recall that the great majority of qualified workers come from 
the rural environment with a reduced level of instruction and thev have ob- 
tained their qualification generally through short-term courses organized 

by the enterprises. A minimum of knowledge, particularly practical know- 
ledge, is assured through these forms of training and is intended to permit 
those concerned to fulfill some simple operations or ones of average complexi- 
ty. The level of theoretical knowledge of these workers still remains rather 
low and precisely for that reason much perseverence must be put forth so that 
they can cope with the new technological process and can adapt to the rapid 
‘*hanges occurring in the structure of production and work. It should be 
idded that iormalism unfortunately is being demonstrated in manv enter- 
prises in the organization of short-term courses and the best technical 

adres are not being assured for teachine nor are the needed teaching ma- 
terials being assured. In the end we find workers being emploved in oroduc- 
tion who do not even have a minimum level of knowledge and skills reoutred 





by the rated indicators of qualification. It would be very pood if 
this gap could be corrected along the wav through measures to raise qual- 
itications. But things are not happening In this wav in all cases. 


Although we are among the few states which has available an institution- 
alized system for the vocational training of all categories of workers, 
the appropriate attention still is not being shown to this problem al- 
wavs and everywhere. Absorbed with daily work and with concem for ful- 
tilling the plan tasks, there are enough enterprise heads and workers coun- 
ils who leave this vitally important problemt to the operations depart- 
ments, which often do not even have competent personnel available to or- 
ganize and head the trainine cadres or the necessary material base. This 
attitude is all the more incomprehensible when there is a serious gap in 
many enterprises between the average level at which vrotects are done and 
the average level of employment of workers. For this reason, workers of 
interior qualifications are carrying out work in superior categories , which 
cannot help but have a negative effect on labor productivity and the quali- 
ty of products. 


The lack of qualified workers as well as the insufficient qualification 

of others means that machinery and equipment, some imported at preat cost 
in toreign currency, remain unused or not used enough. Instead of under- 
taking efficient measures for the qualification and training of existing 
workers, some heads of economic units resort to drawing on qualified cad- 
ree trom somewhere else in order to satisfy certain stringent needs with- 
ut thinking that they are doing a triple disservice with such practices: 
They are harming the enterprise from which thev have snatched them ; thev 

harm themselves because they cannot benefit indefinitely from this practice 
wid they are closing the door on promoting their own cadres, which represent 
i source of incentive and progress. Of course, all this results in serious 


harm to the national economy. 


ght of the new demands formulated in the documents of the i2th partv 
meress, it appears as clearly as possible that the time has arrived for 
the ministries, economic centrals, enterprises topether with the local 
‘rgans of state administration and with the aid ot the nartv organs, to move 
immediately to reevaluate the entire activity being carried out in the area 
of the training and idevelopment of cadres and to adopt effictent measures 


which would produce that so-long-awatted change for the better inthis area. 
long this line we fee. that it is time to review the current svstem where 
each unit may give certification of qualification without any other checking. 


No doubt the enterprise must be the main lever in the qualification and train- 

ine f its cadres, particularly for its own needs; but it must also have at 

it lisposal all the conditions for implementing thia action of primary im- 
rtance with maximum efficiency. 


think a first step could be taken in the area of training the instructors. 

ven the importance which these cadres have in vocational development, we 
teel that a solution could be to recruit and organize a group of solidliv 
trained instructors in each enterprise, instructors who periodically are 


retrained in an organized and uniform way by branches of production or hv 
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types of trades by the centrals or ministries and wiich would have these 
tasks exclusively. 


Since in most cases production and the learning of a trade on the same joh 
otten arrive at a situation where they mutually hinder each other and nei- 
ther one nor the other ts achleved satisfactorallv, we are of the opinion 
that the training should be done in the schoo! workshop or in sections es- 
pecially intended to teach the trade, units which would also serve for the 
production practice of the pupils and students. Interplant centers or cen- 
ters organized by locations supplied with evervrhing needed for approvri- 
ate training should be organized in those places where adequate conditions 
cannot be created for qualification of workers. Of course, we have in mind 
the necessity that these centers have available the same machinery and eauip- 
ment as those used in production and not old equipment which was withdrawn 
from use many years ago. With regard to certification of the qualification 
of those being trained in the enterprises, it would be desirable for it to 
be placed in the task of one authorized state organ which would check on 
the workers’ theoretical and practical knowledge and would certifv onlv 
those who truly deserve this work. So the certification would be valid in 
all the country's enterprises. 


A change for the better also should be produced in the area of improving 

the retraining of cadres. In order for the national svstem for the ad- 
vanced trainingof cadres to make a larger contribution to implementing its 
program for Romania's social-economic development, it is necessarv that a 
closer link exist between the goals and the content of this activity on one 
hand and the specific needs of che enterprises andthe national economy as a 
whole on the other. Advanced training programs which are solidly thought 
out, sought and carried out in all cases should be hased on the specific con- 
ditions of the jobs in the enterprises and should bear in mind the gainine 

of kno ledge connected with new technologies, machinerv and equipment which 
are forecast to be introduced into production as well as the gaining of know- 
ledge of complementary trades and vocations. Perhaps it is not without impor- 
tance for periodic recertification to be established for certain categories 
of cadres who work particularly in the areas where the introduction of what 
is new is produced very fast. 


No matter how well a training or advanced training system operates and no 
matter how much effort the c ollective makes, spectacular results cannot be 
expected without man's direct and active contribution. However, for this, 

we must teach the people to learn, to get further training. School and the 
other forms of training and advanced training should place a special empha- 
sis on developing creative abilities, on developing skills and the accumula- 
tion of knowledge which not only would permit the people to learm indevendent- 
ly but also to cultivate the understanding to complete and renew their know- 
ledge in order to adapt to the changes which will take place in the work pro- 
cess along the wav. 


Of course, with regard to usefulness and need for the training and advanced 
training of the labor force, many things still may be said. Without claiming 
to have treated this problem exhaustively, we should stress several aspects 
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which we feel are very current. In closing, I wish to stress once again 
that in the area of the training and advanced training of cadres the docu- 
ments of the i2th party congress pose tasks of proportion not encountered 
before. A united and firm action of all responsible factors at all levels 
of the hierarchy for the qualification and advanced training of the labor 
force is needed as a great imperative, with the quality of the labor force, 
expressed in particular through the level of qualification and competence, 
being the decisive factor and, at the same time, a guarantee for fulfilline 
the grand goals set by the Romanian Communist Party successfully. 
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ROMANIA 


GNA ADOPTS LAW AMENDING PEOPLE'S COUNCILS ORGANIZATIONS 


AU191446 Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 15 Dec 79 p 4 AU 
(“Law on amending certain provisions of Law Nr 57/1968 on the organization 
and functioning of people's council” adopted by the Grand National 
Assembly (GNA) at its 14 December session] 


[Text] The Grand National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
adopts the present law. 


Single article--Law Nr. 57/1968 ca the organization and functioning of 
people's councils is amended as follows: 


L. Article 36 will read a follows: 


"Article 36--The permanent bureau of the Executive Committee is made up of 
the first deputy chairman, deputy chairmen and several members of the 
executive committee of the people's councils of the counties and of 
Bucharest Municipality designated by the executive committee. 


"The chairman of the permanent bureau of the executive committee is first 
deputy chairman of the executive committee of the people's council of te 
county or of Bucharest Municipality. 


"The permanent bureau decides on the current activities of the executive 
comm’ ttee, and reports on these decisions to the executive committee at its 
first session. The executive committee checks the decisions of the 
permanent bureau, and may cancel them should they not be in accordance with 
the laws or should they be unfounded. 


The chairman and the other members and of the executive committee of the 
people's council of the counties and of Bucharest Municipality are 
responsible for enforcing plan and financial discipline, for the efficient 
management and utilization of all material and financial resources, and 

for the exact application of party decisions and of the law in the people's 
council's activities. 


In the application of the budget, the chairman of the permanent bureau of 
the executive committee of the people's councils of the counties and of 
Bucharest Municipality is in charge of credits." 
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2. Paragraph 4 of Article 37 will read as follows: 


"The chairman of the executive committee or bureau of the municipal, city 
and communal people's council is in charge of credits.” 


3. Paragraph 5 of Article 74 will read as follows: 


"The permanent bureaus of the executive committees of the people's councils 
of the counties and of Bucharest Municipality deal with appeals of: 
measures taken under the preceding paragraph; disciplinary sanctions handed 
down by leaders of local specialized state administration bodies, of 
economic units and of social-cultural institutions subordinated to county 
authorities, and of disciplinary sanctions handed down by the executive 
committee or bureaus of lower-level people's councils which, in accordance 
with the labor code or other law provisions, do not fall under the 
jurisdiction of the court or other bodies." 
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ROMANIA 


REASONS FOR MIGRATION OF YOUTH TO CITIES ANALYZED 
Bucharest VIITORUL SOCIAL in Romanian No 2, Aor-Jun 7° pp 319-319 
/Article by Aurel Dragut of the Research Center for Youth Problems/ 


/Text/ The percentage of young generation within the wave of rural- 

urban migration has seen constant growth in the last decade. T‘odav in 
Romania the change of population from village to cities in upheld in larve 
meusure by the 15-29-year-old age group. The trend for the migratory flow 
to get younger is older: Five years ago the qverage age of those leavine 
the village environment already was only 23.7 


In the same period, the migratory balance in municipalities and cities 
recorded only positive values. 


Within the young population migrating toward the cities, the 20-24-vear- 

old age group presents the highest indicator of mobility. “Senerallyv this 
age interval corresponds with achievement of social maturitv materialized in 
graduation from a form of education, professionalization, establishment of 

a family and fulfillment of military duty. The voung female population 
migrates more compared with the same aged males; the fact is due to the 
frequent moves of the young girls who take up the residence of their hus- 
bands after marriage. They adopt intracounty wavs of mobility while the 
meles chovse faraway zones; the singles migrate more. 


I. Industrial Impetus and the Rise in Migration 


The theories on migration as well as field investigations repeatedly have 
shown the causal complexity of the mobility process and the infinite rea- 
sons for leaving. Many researchers agree that the decisive causal role 
belongs to the economic factor. Along with that, under certain conditions 
other factors--social, cultural, psychological and so forth--gain a rather 
stable percentage, most times bringing abando mer: of the »:llage com- 
bined with economic influences. 


What is certain is that there is a close tie shown between the rate of 
economic development and purpose of migration. Spatial mobilitv alwavs 
iccompanies the expansion of the nenapgricultural sectors and modernization 
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of the economic structure being, as Ledrut states, "a mobility of growth.” 
The correlation mentioned in particular seems to characterize the evolu- 
tion of developing countries, since more and more types and directions of 
moves caused by noneconomic reasons appear in the economically advanced 
states. Lipset and Bendix have proven with sufficient arguments that “the 
degree of mobility in modern societies varies directly with their derree 
of industrialization,”* but this postulate today tends to have zonal val- 
idity and not universal validity. In any case, it is applied to the exam- 
ple of Romania, although changes in the country's demographic, economic 
and social structure are beginning to require new types of mobility (for 
example, migrations caused by territorial systematization) and reasons 
previously unknown. 


Continuing, we present a new argument which illustrates the relationshio 
between economic development and the orientation of migration flows. The 
table Selow contains several counties in order to two criteria: a) the 
volume of industrial investments and b) balance of migrations. We know 
that the number of jobs depends decisively on the volume of investments 
while the creation of additional economic opportunities causes differences 
and corrections in migration waves. 


Correcting the latter dependin= on the scc of investments and, implicit- 
ly, the appearance of jobs does not occur automatically but rather after a 
certain interval. For that reason the average migratory balance in the 
1970-1973 period has been included in the table.* 


Rank according to: 


Volume of industrial Average mipgratcrv balance 
investments in 1970 in 1979-1973 period 
Counties 
Bucharest Municipality l l 
Constanta 2 2 
Galati 3 5 
Arges 4 6 
Vaslui 37 39 
Botosani 38 40 
Bistrita-Nasaud 39 31 
Salaj 40 % 


* Table compiled on rhe basis of data in the "Statistical Yearbook of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania 1971" and the "Nemographic Yearbook of the 
Socialist Republic of Romania 1974." 


The fact that the rankings in the two columns are close in value proves 

that the populaticn's moves penerally are directed toward zones where the 
big investments ere made. In other words, the counties which have benefitted 
from large investments also capture the greatest number of migrants, whils 
the counties lacking such an advantage remain with a negative migratory 
balance. 
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The relationship brought cut above should not be made absolute. Although 
“the decisive nature of industrialization on the internal migratory move- 
ment of the population”? has been determined, there are counties in our 
country with a low ranking with regard to industrial contribution and 
volume of investments but with a positive migratory balance and vice versa. 
This shows the complexity of the migration process in the determination of 
which other variables besides the economic ones occur. it is true that 

the village-city move cannot be viewed as a simple problem of individual 
choice but should be considered as a basic element in the move from the ru- 
ral, traditional society to the industrial, modern society. Sociologists 
and economists have emphasized the decisive role of structural changes in 
spatial mobility. Many of them have commented in particular on the import- 
ance of the new employment opportunities in the destination zone.© But the 
change in residence is not always produced wider the pressure of an economic 
mature. Many variables--situational, psychosocial, interactional, familv, 
cultural, personal, even ecological’--form the causal constellation start- 
ing migration. 


Il. Causes of Village-City Migration 


A traditional analysis of the causes for village-city mipration pgeneraliv 
operates either with the push-pull dichotomy, which means a douhle determi- 
nation of the demographic transfer (rural rejection as well as urban at- 
traction) or with lists of causes and conditions in whose oresence the rmo- 
bility process occurs. Exponents of the first direction feel that the de- 
cision to migrate is the result of the action of a number of factors with 

a negative value (if they belong to the environment being left) or a posi- 
tive one (if they belong to the environment being received). “Mobile persons 
reject the old framework of life which has become undesirable and choose a 
new vesidence dominated by certain “attractions.” The migratory act appears 
as a simple result of a fortuitous game of “rejections” and “attractions,” 
which introduces a certain note of mechanicism into the “push-pull” theorv. 
At the same time, the sporadic relationship to structural changes in the 
migration zones does not permit a dialectical view of the complex ties be- 
tween spatial mobility and its demo-economic and sociocultural context. 


Despite these limits, the push-pull theory has been imposed since it repre- 
sents an accessible explanationa) treatment lacking mathematical complica- 
tions which belong to other methods .nd is easy to apply to various social 
realities. 


The lists of causes and conditions favoring migration--frequently encountered 
in lLiterature--follow as complete as possible a summarization of the factors 
which in one way or another contribute to the appearance and rise of this 
process. The reduced ability to explain these true inventori2s is demon- 
strated by the low level of generalization as well as by the impossibility 
of extrapolating theoretical assertions about an as yet unresearched migra- 
tory movement. Given the true result of a multitude of sociological treat- 
ments differing as hypotheses of work and techniques of rese*rch, such 

lists are extremely useful for secondary analyses in particular. 
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Donald J. Bogue listed 50 decisive elements of migration grouped into 
three categories: a) stimulating situations (graduation from studies, 
marriage, leaving for the army and so forth); b) factors connected with 
choosing the destination (the presence of friends, attraction for the par- 
ticular community, cost of moving and so forth); c) socioeconomic condi- 
tions which affect migration (industrialization, development of construc- 
tion, rise in the standard of living ard so forth). 


The interference of criteria and lack of a co’.crent framework for causal 
analysis give this list only an illustrative value. Summarization of 
demographic factors (civil status), economic ones (financial decline), 
sociocultural ones (marital types, degree of intergroup tole ce), socio- 
psychological (instability), political (oppression), ecolog. i (natural 
disasters) should be doubled by scientifically profitable generalizations, 
thus moving from a simple explanation of industrial moves to an understand- 
ing of mobility as a social process. 


A detailed analysis of the determinants of migration was undertaken bv 
Pierre Merlin, who rejects the dichotomy of attraction factors-repulsion 
factors, proposing five main causes: economic conditions, the development 
of transportation, evolution of agricultural structures, aspiration for 
independence of the migrants and occasions. 


The stagnation of the rural economy and lack of income obtained from agri- 
culture, the limited opportunities for mobility and vocational advance- 
ment, fob insecurity and the unregulated nature of agricultural activities 
are the main favoring economic conm@‘tions, Abolishing distances, extending 
the network of roads and modernization of transportation also contributes 
to intensifying the exodus trend. Here Merlin recalls a secondary effect 
caused by the action of these factors: Ease in matters of transpert has 
led not only to mass exit but also to dissociating the zones of 1<rk and 
home. The opportunity appeared to work in the urban environrent without 
abandoning the village and very many peasants visit the citv daily but do 
not change their residence. This commuting population represents an element 
of stability in the rural community. On the other hand, certain civil cul- 
tural concerns make it more permeable to influence of the moderu content 

of culture and more di posed to changes in the traditional wav of life in 
the zone of origin. Referring to the evolution of agricultural structures, 
Pierre Merlin shows the favering ole of certain changes in the nature of 
ownership and degree of attractiveness of the agricultural occupa’ions. 


The mobile persons’ aspiration for itndependence is reauired as a top-ranking 
causal factor, particularly in the case of yvouth migration. Although re- 


cently a reasonable level of rural comfort has teen reached, the departure 
trend is not lessening. This shows that noneconomic reasons also should 
be taken into consideraticn. Rural life, particularly for vouth, seers to 


have a closed horizon which does not incite enthusiasm at all. Actuzilv, 


“migration means a type of adventure; in any case it represents something 
"10 


new 








The occasions are certain special circumstances such as, efor example, ful- 
filling military dut,, which places the individual outside the famtlv en- 
vironment and subjects him to some outside influences, stimulating his de- 
sire to lead a more agreeable life and profit from urban attractions and 
live in an advantageous, dynamic and elevated framework. If this “oneninp” 
toward the outside occurs at an early age, all chances are that the vroven- 
sity toward migration will dominate the universe of aspirations to an in- 
creasingly greater extent since personal plans for the future are struc- 
tured only depending on the act of leaving for the city. This is how the 
"main element” of ‘decountrifying '"/destaranizare/!! occurred with the mili- 
tary service which, without being an actual cause of the rural exodus, fur- 
nished an opportune moment to abandon the villape. 


Another occasion exploited to the utmost is the wav vaved bv the migrants 
already established in the city. Initially thev serve as a source of in- 
formation, later becoming a useful network to receive and provide mutual 
aid. ly 16 percent of total migrants surveyed by Pierre “erlin did not 
know anybody at their destination. 


Among the Romanian researchers in migration matters, we mention Ion Aluas, 
who establishes four groups of “arguments” favoring abandonment of the vil- 
lage!2: technical ones (the lack of mechanization separates the residents 
of rural zon s from agricultural activities), economic ones (low incomes 
compared with the opportunities in the city, reduced develonment of the com- 
mercial network and services in the village), cultural ones (inferior abili- 
ty to satisfy cultural needs) and those connected with the restricted op- 
portunities for vocational and social mobilitw in the rural environment. 

At the same time, “the penetration of some new needs"! 3 and aspirations to- 
ward urban comfort cause a renewal of migration, particularly among vouth. 


Ore also may r¢pain "the typology of inductors of rigration™ compiled hy 
Vasile Miftode**: I. Causes (material and socioeconomic factors); 

II. Incitements (positive or negative); III. “Motivations (psycholorical 
and affective factors) as well as the contribution of Maria fulea, author 

of a list of social and economic motivations for migration of the arricul- 
tural production cooperative labor force.'> Along the same line of con- 
cerns, Andrei Stanoiu brought out two categories of factors which influence 
the decision to migrate toward the city./© On one hand, it is a auestion of 
the coordinates of the village's socioeconomic development and, on the other, 
of the personal situation of the future migrants. 


Sociologist Dumitru Sandu showed in a study!’ that the intensity of the spa- 
tial mobility process may vary depending on the characteristics of the com- 
munity of origin. Truly, there is a direct relationship between the de- 
sire to migrate and the degree of satisfaction compared with the zone one 

is leaving. If the people see their own community as one which lacks on- 
portunities, they will be less and less satisfied with the social environ- 
ment or the residential atmosphere. 


88 











Other examples are not needed to shiw the inconvenient principle of the 
“enunerative” solution. Truly, how long does the list of cavses have to 

be to include absolutely all the subjective and objective de**7rinations 

of migration? No matter how insistent the scientific measure is, an ex- 
haustive treatment remains a wish, since omissions are inevita;le. »e 
problem is to replace any possible enumeration with a more peneral exrlana- 
tion which would circumscribe the multitude of individual motivations and 
would include the social, cultural and economic conditions of the mobility 
process. 


Before advancing such an explanational idea, we should mention thvee ha- 
sic methodological requirements in the study of migration. First it is a 
question of introducing a bouncary between causes and motives. "requent- 
ly, certain motives invoked by the subjects were analvzed as causes due to 
an exaggereted faith tn the ability of the mobile persons to explain their 
own migratory behavior. Very many researchers thought that the question 
“Why did vou leave for the city” aids in explaning the causes, while it 
actually requests merely the motives for leaving. The latter may have no 
link with the elements of change or circcumstances favorable to mipration. 
Calvin Goldscheider shows: “The motives offered by the miprants tell us 
what factors entered into the decision to migrate and not why the people 
are migrating."!8 For that reason, the causes result not from drawing on 
some opinions regarding the migratorv act but from an analvsis of the com- 
mon conditions joined when spatial mobility occurs and absent when this 

is not produced. 


We know that the subjects do .t always succeed in stating the reasons 

which caused them to move, o.‘ ring many times wrong information but, in 

exchange, they know others’ reasons much better. For that reason the ques- 

tion “Why did you leave for the citv?™ will be reformulated to: “Many veo- 

ple are leaving for the city, settling there; why do vou think thev are do- . 
ing this?” 


Second, the difference between direct and indirect causes should not he for- 
gotten. The study of spatial mobility should also extend to the conditions 
which exercise a favoring action without directly intervening in the etio- 
logy of the process. So, the residential resources, transportatio: facili- 
ties, eraduation from school are examples of indirect causes. The ahsence 
of be 3 on movement in the same way is a favorable circumstance but also 

not enounm. 


The fact that migration is a collective process which, however, involvzs 
individual decisions introduces a third methodological exigency: the dis- 
tinction between the level of macrosocial and microsocial approach. At the 
first level the general causes of mobility are studied, such as industrial 
impulse, urban attractions, dissatisfactions associated with the zone of 
origin and so forth. The second leve. brings out the degree of sublective 
evaluation of the opportunities for the move, the wav in wnich individuals 
resnond to the action of exte’nal factors, the extent to which individual 
aspirations zgree with certain ob ‘ective pressures. 








Ili. Youth Migration as an Aspiration for {ocial Success 


Our research of recent years on youth migration toward the cities has 
also brought out the decisive importance of the econoric factor in the 
appearance of this process, at the same time giving special attention to 
nonmaterial conditioning. 18 


The causal outline obtati:ed following a sociological survev carried out 
in Braila and Alba Counvies circumscribes the following categories of 
factors: 


A. Economic: 


l. The economic attraction exercised by the urban zone: a) The existence 
of higher salaries in the city; 6) Obtaining a regulated working vro- 
gram throughout the year; c) The existence of a superior organized svs- 
tem of social security in the urban environment; 2. lNefects and economic 
dissatisfaction present in the rural zone: a) The inadequate economic 
situation of some agricultural production cooperatives as a result of the 
relatively reduced efficiency of agricultural activities; b) The often 
inadequate application of the incentive system of pavment for agricultural 
work; 


B. Seciocultural: 


l. The limited opportunities for social promotion in the rural envircn- 
ment; 2. The gap between the rural and urban standards of living; 

3. The insufficient cultural conditions and supplies in the village en- 
vironment and the limited opportunities to pass free time; 4. The in- 
creased opportunities in the urban centers t: continue schooling and vo- 
cational training; 


C. Psychological: 


l. The ortentation of the voung pevple's aspirations toward the urban 
sondition; the existence of a wave of opinion favorable ’o the citv; 

?. Awareness of the elements of social prestige cffered ov carrving out a 
nonagricultural trade in an urban center; 3. The voung people's tendency 
to become free of the strict standards of social control in the rural com- 
mumity. 


For man’ young people, the move to the city means either the time 
for liberation from parental tutelage, the time for a welcomed chanpe or 
simply an “adventure.” It is understood that the rapid rate of industrial- 
ization sharply has multiplied the changes for the sociovocational assertion 
of the youth from the villages. The rise in the exodus is a function of 

the nature and placement of these changes. Yhev do not lie onlv in assur- 
ing employment opportunities but mean the creatior of conditions for the 
multilateral assertion of the economic, cultural, social, political and 
demogranrhic potential of the migrants and for complete utilization of la- 
or resources and creativity transfered to the urban environment. For that 
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simple "adaptational fornr 
zones with marginal or inadequate ed- 
upational opportunities."*” It hecomes a basic component 
of the life strategy of the voung rural generation for whom abandonment 
i al success. However, it should not 
be believed that the absence of a migration plan nides resignation, nas- 
nt the rura!’ zone offers efficient 


a ae 


5 
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odels tor certain young people which attract soc.al success, leaving 
Sa 
- 


seem to them just as inadmissible as rej -ctineg is ,.clon seems to others. 
In the village there is no kind of reduction in human cuaiitv but rather 
a normal selection depending on the locations where the vouneg peonle dis- 


cover opportunities for vocational, political, cultural, family assertion 
and so forth. When the zone of social success coincides with the zone of 
Origin, migration is not produced. On the contrary, when the two zones 
differ, mobility is inevitable. Departure from the village is explained 


not the presence of special qualities but rather through different local- 
ization of the zone of social success. These qualities do not 2use mipra- 


tion it may tacilitate the discovery and knowledge of kinds of social suc- 
~ 


cess. Migration is not exclusively the exodus of pifted people since the 
; Out 


seiection is not carried 


depending on abilitv hut depending on aspira- 


a’ . ‘4 ‘ } 


veariy all migrants surveyed state that despite some visible changes in 

the villages they are overwhelmed by the sensation of an accentuated lack 

‘{f rural mobility (main!lv characterized hy the slow introduction of what is 
new) to which they counterpose the picture of a tumultuous city with a high 
sociocultural dynamism, preferring this. 


Finally, it seems that in the conditions for the existence of a wave of opn- 
inion favorable to the city, the decision to migrate manv times is a reflec- 
tion of a teeling of belonging to certain groups or generations which are 

1 to mobility. So we arrive at the accidental miprrations 
which no longer are preceded by the explicit formulation of personal aspira- 
tions for social success but are due to the imitative spirit or group pres- 
sure. The wish to continue having social contacts and interpersonal rela- 
tionships with individua's of the same age, fr‘ ids or school colleagues 
who are preparing to leave the village actually reflects the teed for as- 
sertion on the level of human communication. As long as the satisfying of 
this need no longer can be achieved in the area of origin, departure for 
the city remains the only solution. 


It also has been observed that the migration trend is recording higher va- 
lues in the case of young people who were not born in the locations included 
in the sampling. This shows that the probability of appealing to mohilityv 
is a function of the migration experience. In other words, the subiects 

who already had migrated at least once benefit to a considerably preater ex- 
tent (compared with the nonmigrants) from a favorable attitude from their 


families regarding the eventuality of a new move. 
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The urban predecessors of the young people also are of great importance, 
since the frequency of contacts with the citv, ties with citv friends 
and the discovery of new opportunities easily lead to the idea that onlv 
migration can bring social success. 


We have used the push-pull hypothesis in the research of causes of youth 
migration cto the cities te bring out the tactors for rejection and attrac- 
tion belonging both to the rural community as well as urban environment. 


Factors of: Rural Urban 

l. Cultural life l Atmosphere-noise pollution 
Rejection 2. Agricultural work 2. Crowding 

3. Living conditions 3. Human relationships 

1. Village atmosphere 1. Cultural facilities 
Attraction 2. Presence of familv 2. Economic advantages 

3. Personal plot 3. Standard of livine 


The factors of rural rejection predominated in only 17 percent of the ca- 
ses surveyed, which denotes a powerful attraction from the citv. Guv 
Porcher, who studied the exodus of rigrations from the Paris zone ,*! reached 
similar conclusions and he concluded that the attraction of the capital 
eclipsed the repulsion for inappropriate conditions in the provinces. 


The push-pull theory has the disadvantage of now showing why some peonle 
leave and others remain under the action of the same factors. In addition, 
the table shows that the “attractions” (lower right) are actually the re- 
verse of the “rejections” (lower left), which does not help too much in 
explaining the deterninations for mobility. 


Neither a simple listing of factors entering into the decision to leave nor 
the presentation of elements for rural rejection and urban attraction ful- 
ly advises on the causes for youth migration to the cities. The analysis 
must be raised to the level of superior generality, postulating that the 
departure of young people to the city is due to their aspiration for social 
success. Migration cannot be viewed merely as a consequence of differen- 
ces in the economic cesirability of locations; it is the occasion for multi- 
lateral assertion in social space from the destination. The migrants are 
not some people simply seeking a job (many have occupational predecessors in 
the rural area upon departure) but rather persons desiring the social ful- 
fillment which is difficult or impossible to ahieve in the community of 
origin. Only a small portion of those established in the citv would re- 
turn to the native village if job opportunities appeared there. For the 
time being, most of and the most attractive kinds of social success are 

in the urban environment and the voung people have discovered this. 


With regard to the motives invoked by the subjects, they onlv partially 
explain the causality of the process. The majority of those surveved give 
vague and general answers, such as "to work,” "for studies," "for family 
reasons" and so forth, which aid too little in clarifying the sociopsvcho- 
logical processes involved in the decision to leave. On the other hand, 
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under similar conditions some subiects state that thev will not leave the 





zore of origin while others prefer tu leave as fast as possible. If the 
decision to migrate is the answer to a complex set of determinations, the 
point at which the predisposition to move is transformed into a firm de- 
‘-ision to transfer should be discovered. This point seems to occur when 
a more sowe rful shock destroys the routine mode of an individual's life 
lear in the presence of incitements to leave. In other words, there are 
some personal threshholds which permit the aspirations and intentions to 
move to become real. The arrival sooner or later over such a threshhold 
depends not wed on the pressure of social factors which impose or at 
i migration as a possible altemative but also from the in- 
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Py Ph of those who discover that their model of social suc- 
cess is tangible only through mobilitv. 


ne tact that young people accede relatively fast to being mirrants, often 

3 supporting the unpleasantness associated with it often is the re- 
suit of the position occupied in the rural community which itself acts as 
a tacter of migration. The reduced degree of inertia, absence of lastine 
ties with the environment of origin, thirst for the new and the liveliness 
specific to the age all make youth the demographic categorv most predis- 


Aspirations for social success strikingly individualize migrating people; 
they establish their own strategv for success and express specific attitudes 
toward the mobile population and to those remaining in the village or to 
city dwellers, succeeding in asserting themselves as indenendent units in 
relationship to the social group thev belong to and as emancipated heings 

in relationship to their family of origin. Elements such as "independence," 
"emancipation" and “personal choice” act very powerfullv in the case of 
young people influencing the rate of migration to an extent sometimes preat- 
er than the economic and material reasons predominating in other age prouns. 
It is understood that insufficient opportunities to be included in rural 
activities direct the available young people to the cities. It also is 
known that the space of vocational and social choice is fatallv limited in 
the village environment. But these inequalities of development alwavs have 
characterized the evolution of the two types of communitv. The result is 
that the massive flow of young population to the cities recorded in the 

last decade is explained by appealing not only to certain recognized var- 
‘ables (demographic, economic,social) but also others, less often used, 

but just as relevant (psychological, cultural). 


Together with the change in residence, the three elements for movement-- 
decision to migrate, moment of departure and destination--are selected de- 
pending on certain objective situations or on some subjective answers to 
these situations. One may even advance the hypothesis of the existence of 
an interval of time prior to departure marked by a psychological and nor- 
mative reorganization of the voung person's personality, a process which 
precedes the decision to migrate. It is to be supposed that in this pvertod 
the degree of social inertia in the community of origin sees a certain re- 
gressive trend. With tegard to attitude, this reorganization is translated 
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into an almost total lack of interest in rural activitv and requirements 


of 


-— 


~ 
. 


12. 


13. 


14, 


ruralinstitutions, a situation we observed during the research. 
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ROMANTA 


REPORT ON U.S. CONFERENCE ON SOCIAL SCIENCE IN ROMANIA 
Bucharest VIITORUL SOCIAL in Romanian No 2,Apr-Jun 79 pp 394-399 


/Article by university professor Dr Ion lIordachel of the Stefan Gheorghiu 
Academy / 


/Text/ At the invitation of the Council for Research and International Fx- 
changes (IREX), a delegation of the Academy of Social and Political Sciences 
left for the United States during the 15-31 January 1979 period to partici- 
pate in the conference organized by IREX and the University of Massachusetts 
in Amherst with the theme of “Research in the Area of Social Sciences in PRo- 
mania" as well as to carry out exchanges of experience vith universities, 
research institutes, documentation centers and libraries in the United States. 
Presenting reports at the conference were American doctoral candidates who 
have carried out or are carrying out research in Romania (in the area of so- 
cial anthropology, ethnography, sociology, economics) as weil as professors 
who are coordinating research or studying problems of Romanian society. Mem- 
bers of the group of Romanian specialists also gave similar reports and manv 
speeches. 


In order to create a picture of the problems discussed at this prestigious 
conference, we present the titles of the reports given; they brought about 
broad discussions, debates, a productive dialog and confrontations of ideas 
in the basic problems of the social sciences--sociology, anthropology, 
economics, history and political sciences. It was remarkable that critical 
subjects were not omitted and these generally, for reasons of protocol, are 
set aside, particularly the relationship between science and politics and 
between scientific research, primarily empirical research, pragmatic re- 
search and organization and leadership territorially down to the level of 
the city, commune, labor collective and people's lives. We also note that 
the polemics which actually gave life to the discussions were not dramatized 
also due to the fact that sight was never lost of the main dimension of 

any scientific analysis--specific reality and the system of social-economic 
and political information conceived as the central point of reference. 


The following studies and reports were presented by the American participants 
in the conference: 
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F vate property of the peasants in the mountain zones and the tvpe of 
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socialist production 1 specific study in Poiana Marului Commune (Sam 


Beck*® of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst); 
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ersomalitie Romanta‘s istorv in folklore iterature (Charles ™, 
* ‘ om & as . ~* m bs ~ ' — ° . 7 > . . ~ ? 
iriton of the iiversity t Rochester, Department of Linguistics, in col- 
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aboration with Romanian professor V. Florea):; 


lustrialization on the rise of the family in Romania” (Cree- 
K of Purdue University, Indiana, Department of Social Anthropolopv): 


a | 


msiderations on the significance of concrete social research carried out 
in Romania for anglophonic anthropology” and "The ethnic process in Tran- 
8th and 19th centuries” (John W. Cole of the lniversitv 
assachusetts, Amherst, Department of Anthropoloegv);: 


raditional activities in modern Romania’ (Regina Coussens*® of the lniver- 
sity of Lowa, Department of Anthropolopv); 


"Military historv of the Romanians and militarv personalities in Rorania's 
1istoryv (Radu Florescu, professor at Boston College, Yepartrent of History): 


litical, practical and ethical aspects of the evolution of social and 
tural life in Romania: a specific studv in Hirseni Commune” (Navid 
Kideckel of Connecticut State Central College, Denartment of Anthronolopv); 


‘The system of health assistance in Romania™ (Susan Linsev, sociologist 
e Windsor State Hospital); 


ry 
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he Croations in Romania; the cultural, political and economic intepration 
»f a minority group in the socialist societw™ (William Lockwood of the I"ni- 
versity f Michigan, Ann Arbor, Department of Anthropolopv); 


socialist transformation of folklore symbols in the Saxons of Tran- 
sylvania: a specific study in Sibiu Countv™” (Marilyn “McArthur*® of the "ni- 
versity of Massachusetts, Amherst, Department of Anthropology); 


e training program in anthropoloev”’ (June Nash of New York State Uni- 
Peasant production and socialist transformations: a specific studv in 


indata Commune’ (Steven Randall of the (niversityv of “assachusetts, Am- 
erst epartment of Anthropology); 


‘ ~ » 


“The schooling process and vocational crientation in Clui Counatw” (“itchell 
Ratner* of American University in Washineton); 
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The authors mentioned will continue their research in Romania in 1979- 
8 y the basis of agreements on Romanian<-American scientific exchanges. 




















“Peasant autobiographies as a source of information on sociocultural 
changes" (with reference to the Czech peasants in Timis County) hv 7denek 
Salzmann of the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Denartment of An- 
thropology; 


"{deology and nationality in the strategv of development in Romania: a 
specific study in Feldioara City" (Steven Samson of the I'niversity of 
Copenhagen, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology); 


“Colonialism in Austro-Hungary: a specific studv in the citv of %rastie" 
(Katherine Verdery* of the University of Baltimore, Department of An- 
thropology). 


D ring the meetings organized by the conference, the following reports 
were distributed without being presented: “Alternative strategies in 

the socialist economy" (Andreas Argvres of the Iniversitv of California, 
Department of Anthropology); “Cooperativization as a strategv of moderni- 
zation" (Thomas Cheethem of Bradford College, Department of Sociologv); 
"Particular features of folklore in Oas Countrv”™ (Niane Freedman of the 
University of Philadelphia, Department of Anthropology); “History and the 
folklore tradition in Romania" (Joel Marrant of Oregon College, Nepartment 
of Anthropology). 





Members of the Romanian delegation presented the following renvorts: 


“Urban ethnology in Romania: Theoretical and practical Preliminaries"; 
"Social-economic and cultural aspects of the urbanization process in the 
Socialist Republic of Romania"; “Particular features of the folklore of 
the Romanian people” (Paul Constantinescu, head sctentiric researcher 

at the Institute of Ethnology, Bucharest); 


“Education and sociological research in Romania: functions, svstem of 
»rganization and prospects for development"; "The rise of social structures 
in the current stage of development of socialist Romania"; "Sociological 
research on social relationships and sociocultural behavior in Romania" 
(Prof lon lIlordachel, head of the Chair of Sociology at the Stefan Gheor- 
ghiu Academy); 


“Anthropological research in Romania; myths and legends of the Romantan 
people” (Prof Mihai Pop); 


"The contribution of economic sciences to Romania's economic development; 
the new economic-financial mechanism, worker self-management and self- 
leadership; the reiationship between economics and culture” (Prof Ion Totu, 
general director of the Central Institute of Fconomic Research). 


Also presenting reports were Romanian researchers in the l'nited States 
as associate professors or on an exchange of experience: "Personalities 





* Idem, 
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of Romania's history in folklore literature” (Virgiliu Florea, researcher 
at the Cluj-Napoca Folklore Institute and lecturer of Romanian lanpuape 
at the University of Rochester, in collaboration with Prof Ch. Carlton); 
"Transformations in the structure of rituals and participation in the 
Romania of the 29th century" (Tiberiv Graur, researcher at the Clui-Na- 
poca Folklore Institute); "The state of Romanian sociology" (Prof Mihu 
Achim). 


Together with their American colleagues the Romanian specialists organ- 
ized roundtables by small groups, within which the specific prohlems dis- 
cussed within the conference, research programs, analvsis methods and 


plans for collaboration in the area of research and iournalism were 
studied more deeply. 


Without presenting reports, other professors, doctoral candidates and Amer- 
ican students also participated in the discussions, including specialisrs 
who carried out research similar to these from Romania--in Yugoslavia and 
Poland--or who are doing studies and anthropological research as well 

as sociological, psychological, economic and ecological research in various 
countries or societies. We also mention the contribution of other special- 
ists in the discussions; without having done research in Romania, they 

are concemed with an objective knowledge of the social-economic and polit- 
ical realities, particularly the socialist transformations which currently 
are taking place in our country, with the basic aspect:s as well as the 
specific and even detailed aspects of the earlv or of modern and contemp- 
orary history of Romania, with the domestic and foreign volicv of the state 
and the party and with the multilateral activitv of great resonance carried 
out consistently by Romania's president, Nicolae Ceausescu. 


Clearly the emphasis was placed on the recent period in Romania's historv, 
particularly the social-economic and political transformations followine 
the 9th party congress. Bringing out the particular features of our coun- 
try's development, the emphasis was placed on the continuity of Romanian 
culture and civilization, an integral part of the contributions which Ro- 
mania has made and is making to enrichment of the world treasurv of spiri- 


tual and material values. 


The conference on socialist research in Romania proposed to make a critical 
evaluation of the conclusions resulting from the specific studies carried 
out by the nearly 30 American doctoral candidates and professors as well 

as an attempt to extend the dialog in the area of social sciences with the 
specialists from Romania as well as the relations of scientific cooperation 
in the area of humanist disciplines. On the other hand, the conference al- 
so was an occasion which proved to be particularlv useful for a retrospec- 
tive analysis of the exchanges, begun in 1968, on the basis of the program 
established between Romania through CNST and the Inited States through the 
specialized government organs (IREX is financed mainly by the State Depart- 
ment). At this time, a report of the IREX leadership made a broad balance 
of this organization's activity both in Romania as well as other socialist 
countries--Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, the USSR. 
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In this context the permanence and positive results of the exchanges 
experience and the research carried out jointly in the areas of anthro- 
pology, sociology, management with the main socialist countries were 

brought out. In particular the scope of joint research with prestigious sne- 
cialists from the USSR was brought outin the areas such as anthropoloev, 
psychology, ecology, history and other social-humanist disciplines of 

joint interest. 


Dr. Lucia Capodilupo, who gave the basic report of the IREX, as well as 
John Mathews, deputy director of IREX,(who spoke about manv reports, 
particularly those of the Romanian specialists, and answered questions 
raised)felt very positively about some of the joint programs in Romania, 
bringing out the program in the areas of management, cultural anthropologv 
and history. Noting that sociologists and anthropologists in particular 
have come from the United States within the mutual exchanges, thev expressed 
their interest in having, in particular, specialists in the area of socio- 
logy come from Romania. Evaluating the results until now, but particularly 
the interest of the American public--primarily in mind were the professors, 
joctoral candidates, students and researchers--in as exact and ohiective as 
possible a knowledge of the social-economic, cultural and political reali- 
ties of Romania without the false cliches of malicious propaganda, an of- 
ficial proposal was made for all levels of research to be carried out with- 
the programs for the future, including publication of the results oh- 
taine It is significant that studies and monographs compiled by Romanian 
rho in recent vears were requested for publication, appreciating the oh- 
ective nature and high scientific level of the works requested on the hasis 
»f the knowledge which many American parcicipants have. 





A useful exchange of ideas was achieved during the conference in the spirit 
t the dialog carried out without preconceived ideas and in the spirit of 
mutual respect and scientific objectivity . Clearly there was no lack of 
personal opinions, scientific controversies and, on certain problems, dif- 
fering ideological choices. Noting the diversitv of viewpoints expressed, 
we stress the humanist, rationalist and progressive nature of all the broad 
speeches made in the public sessions or expressed in many materials (re- 
rts, studies, monographs and so forth) which were distributed during 
e conference or about which knowledge was gained during the meetings af- 
ter the conference in the discussions organized bv the departments of socio- 
logy, anthropology, historv, and management from universities or studv cen- 
ters in Boston, New York and Washington. 


rw 


The discussions were based on the following problems: social research 
in Romania (anthropological, sociological, political-economic sciences) -- 
the state, dimensions and significance of it: agrarian development in so- 
‘ialist Romania; processes at the national and local (regional) level in 
the formation of modem Romania; facts and methods of research of the 
Romanian society and culture; guidelines in moderm social research and 
plans for the future. 
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Evaluating the results of specific social research carried out in Romania 
by American doctoral candidates and professors (mainly anthropological 

and sociological research), John Cole, professor in the Department of 
Anthropology at Amherst and a panelist in the conference, and other Amer- 
ican professors and researchers presented in their broad speeches the egen- 
eral conclusions with special significance for social theorv, for the sci- 
entific research of modem societies and for a correct understanding of 
the realities in Romania both with regard to its history (particularly the 
l8th-20th centuries) as well as, in particular the transformations which 
occurred following World War II in the vears of socialist construction. 


Several important ideas resulted from the manv considerations and conclu- 
sions. The studies undertaken were made and will be made in the spirit of 
objectivity, without preconceived ideas and with the purpose of giving a 
scientifically substantiated reply to the superficial or slanderous pre- 
sentations existing in some scientific works or articles in the American 
press (particularly material compiled by representatives of the Iron Cuard- 
fascist or Horthy emigres and by inveterate enemies not only of socialism 


* 


but also of liberal democratic ideas. 


Conclusions were made in the reports about the life of the Romanians on the 
basis of complete and relevant social information (statistical, historical, 
economic, sociological, cultural and political) as well as about the cus- 
toms, culture, sociocultural unity as well as diversity of Romanian socie- 
ty, interethnic relations and so forth through peculiarities and original- 
ity compared with other societies, a particularly interesting and important 
fact for research of social anthropology and comparative sociologv. Strict 
studies which contribute to defining the place of Romanian society in Euro- 
pean and world culture and civilization at the same time contribute to the 
development of moder social theory and permit a pertinent criticism to he 
made of Europocentrist theory. What is more, the Romanian experience makes 
it easier to define certain paths of social development in the modem era, 

a truly humanist and democratic one (in mind in particular is the indis- 
putable contribution of Romania to the democratization of international life, 
to the democratization of economic and political relations as well as to cul- 
tural and informational activities). 


The research is important also because it allows Romania's contribution 
to be brought out in enriching the practical experience of development of 
the socialist society in an area of the world which was little developed 

in the past and which in the current stage is not only in geographic vrox- 
imity to some of the developing countries but also in the area of a true 
affinity with all those peoples suffering from underdevelopment and social 
inequality. In particular, reference was made to the modernization of the 
economic structures, to industrialization, urbanization, cultural] develop- 
ment and to educational poiicy. 


A correct knowledge of our country's realities permits an understanding 
of the exemplary wav in which Romania has maintained its authenticity and 
has resisted foreign domination, regardiess of where it comes from and 
regardless of the form in which it was justified. 
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Referring to human rights, in particular to the statements of officials, 

a consensus of ideas was reached during the conference--non-declarative, 
not propagandistic, but scientific. A correct sociological and political 
analysis cannot help but recognize the fact that when certain restric- 
tions on men of science leaving are criticized, it is a mistake to com- 
pare the developing countries, which sharply feel the lack of specialists, 
with other developed countries, with the United States, for example. On 
the other hand, nothing is said in the statements, commentaries and analv- 
ses about the restrictions and control of immigrations in these developed 
countries or about the overbidding of at least w faithful methods. In con- 
formity with existing laws, peasants, workers and the maiority of 
intellectuals cannot settle in many of the developed countries. Onlv 
highly-qualified specialists are permitted to settle. So, a basic fact is 
overlooked which represents one of the forms of neocolonialism and inequal- 
ity in international relations, which is a condition of the “brain drain" 
at the world level; that is, not only sophisticated studies but also ele- 
mentary analysis resulting from information contained in anv socio-statis- 
tical document compiled by government or intermational organs show that 
the “brain drain” of the qualified, highly specialized lahor force toward 
the developed countries has cost the developing countries much more than 
the aid given them by the developed countries in the last decade, official- 
ly declared the "decade of devclopment” by the United Nations and its 
organs. 





“inaliy, the discussions as well as the final conclusions mentioned that 
through publication of the results of research, the social anthropologists 
and sociologists working in Romania are trving to transmit the Romanian 
experience and culture primarily to American higher education. Feeling 

that this is insufficient, it was suggested that the second and third volumes 
of articles, studies and books compiled by Romanian authors be published 

in the United States. 


The reports given by the American doctoral candidates and professors cor- 
rectly presented the realities of our country and reflected a positive at- 
titude toward the transformations which took place in Romania during the 
years of socialist construction. A similar position also was taken on the 
history of Transvlvania in the 18th-19th centuries and on other ®omanian 
provinces during the same historical period. Referring to interethnic 
relations, the American researchers, on the basis of sociodemographic in- 
tormation and on the basis of information resulting from sociocultural and 
sociological surveys, brought out not onlv the well-known fact of the pre- 
ponderance of Romanian population in the zone where other cohabiting na- 
tionalities live ard work alongside Romanians (Hungarians, Germans) but 
alse the cooperation and real brotherhood between all residents of the 
country regardless of nationality in the common effort for the rapid mod- 
ernization of all social-economic and cultural li‘fe. 


Cf course, the most interesting reports and speeches--even if some reser- 
vations were required not only with regard to conclusi ns but in particu- 
lar the base of information(the main source of most of the works was case 
studies generally carried out at the commune and city level and also in 
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‘Y representative cltles as Clut-Napora and Brasov) aimed at a some- 
times detailed analysis of the social-economic, political and cultural 
processes and how thev are demonstrated both at the national as well as 
regional (te ritorial)level. The comparative analvses made in the same 
spirit of scientific objectivity between the development of Romania and 
that of the Balkan countries as well as that of countries on other conti- 
nents also were significant and relevant. 


However, an insufficient documentation and knowledge of the social-economic, 
cultural and political phenomena and processes studied were noted, due to 

the utilization of some partial information as well as the insufficient 
appeal to macrosocial information, particularly that which is characteris- 
tic of the rise in the social structure. But, in the spirit of the same 
‘clentific objectivity, it is necessary to mention the particular interest 

™ the most exact and detailed knowledge possible of economic, social and 

‘tural statistics. Some attempts to issue conclusions with eeneral val- 

la.tw > the basis of information gathered in one commume or another (case 

st »ttes) proved to be inexact. Members of the Romanian delegation, in sveech- 
es made during presentation of the works and in speciallv organized meetinegs 
with each doctoral candidate or by small groups of common scientific in- 
terest, made the necessary corrections and supplied broad information for 
carrying out studies with the appropriate scientific content. We stress that 
the American researchers proved very receptive to the observations, sugpes- 
tions and our proposals and requested that thev be assured competent scien- 
tific assistance to finalize their doctoral these or studies to he published, 
issistance from Romanian specialists, that thev continue to he assured ac- 
ess to necessary documents and information in the communes and counties 
where they have done or will do research, that they be assured the opportuni- 
ty for exchanges of information with Romanian specialists from institutes 
which do research on similar subjects. 


The team of American researchers is carrying out journalistic activity which 
is very favorable to our country. Reports were distributed at the World Con- 
gress of Rural Sociology (1976) and of Soctologv (1978)! which correctly pre- 
sented the realities of our country. Thev also have published studies in 
VIITORUL SOCIAL? and journals of broad intermational circulation in the "ni- 
ted States and Europe. They took a public position and handed over for puh- 


} 


lication materials establishing scientifically argued replies to the works 


which distort Romania's realities (until now 22 studies have been published 
on Romania). A broad study entitled "Ethnicitv in Transvlvania: A Replv to - 
'Ethnocide in Romania’”" was accepted for publication in CURRENT ANTHROPOLOGY ‘ 


(2d quarter 1979) (the slanderous work “Ethnocide in Romania” was published 

hy M. Sozan.). Another study also was handed over for publication in answer to 

the materials published or communicated to congresses bv sociologist Naniel 

Chirot which launch false statements against socialism and trv “scientificallv" 

to show that corporate-fascist models inspire "socialist" models in the third 

world. 

|. lon lordachel, Stefan Costea, “Paths of Social Nevelonment:Confrontat ions 
of Ideas at 9th World Congress of Sociology” in VITITORUL SOCT4T. No 4,197, 

2. VIITORUL SOCIAL No 1, 1977--John W. Cole, Steven Sampson, "avid A. 
“fdeckei, Marilyn McArthur, Steven G. Randall. 
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The author even speaks of a real seduction of authoritarian political svs- 
tems, since only they could permit the concentration and centralization of 
the material and human resources needed to overcome the stape of under- 
development in which many countries find themselves.* 


A center for research and Romanian documentation was established at the 
University of Massachusetts in Amherst. “More than 80 books and mapa ines, 
documentary materials were donated during the conference and discussions 
were carried out on development of the center through extending documen- 
tary research on Romania as well as through c rrying out sociological, 
anthropological and economic research which is far-reaching and which would 
permit the most exact and most objective possible knowledge and evaluation 
of the structural changes occurring in our countrv. It was requested, and 
the Romanian side accepted, that scientific literature he sent to the cen- 
ter regularly from the area of the social sciences, statistical documents, 
zonal monographs, case studies and so forth. We mention that similar re- 
quests also have been made by other American researchers who have studied 
in Romania, who have carried out activity in other American universities 
and who have had active participation during the conference. Fo’ lowing 

the close of the conference, discussions, meetings took place it ‘each- 
ine cadres and researchers from Harvard ('‘niversity, Boston (> \ege and Bran- 
deis University. At that time, members of the Romanian dele; tion eave 
speeches and lectures for the students, answered many questions, varticipva- 
ted in courses of social and cultural anthropology, sociologv, historv, nhil- 
osophy and sociology and religion, political economics and manapement and 
useful exchanges of experience were carried out on problems such as tne 
teaching system, programs and subjects for the disciplines and so forth. 
Discussions and visits also were held with specialists from the Harvard 
University Librarv and the Librarv of Congress in Washington. 


The reports of the Romanian delegation were followed with livelv interest 
and were followed by questions and discussions seen as particularly useful 
by the American participants. All the questions posed expressed the lis- 
tener's wish to know the rezalities in Romania as well as possible. The 
American researchers and teaching cadres showed major interest in obtaining 
a detailed knowledge of certain current problems in our country, particular- 
ly those on improving the leadership of societv and self-management, on 

the Romanian concept of the self-leadership system, on the changes which 
have occurred in the social structure, on changes in popular art and cul- 
ture, on urbanization and so forth. 





All the participants positively evaluated the conference work. The American 
side showed its interest in having these kinds of conferences or Romanian- 
American colloquiums in the area of social sciences be organized regularly. 
The wish was expressed for the next conference that it take place in Romania. 





* 1. Chitot, “Social Change in a Peripheral Societv: The Creation of a 
Balkan Colony," New York and London, Academic Press, 1974; 1. Chirot, 
“Corporatism, Socialism and Nevelopment in Romania’ (a report distributed 
at the World Congress of Sociology, 1978). 


104 








As far as we are concermed, we have shown intent for developing ties 

with the center in Amherst, with other university centers or research 
institutes in the United States in all areas of the social sciences-- 
sociological, economic, history, anthropology, management and so forth. 
The conference and the exchange of ideas forcefully showed the well- 
known fact that only a lively dialog, sincere discussion without precon- 
ceived ideas, the undisturbed assertion of one's own viewpoints, even on 
controversial problems, can give an impetus to the development of science, 
collaboration between countries with different social-economic svstems, 

a nearing of peoples and communication between cultures and civilizations. 
Actually it is the single reasonable alternative to any obtuse policy and 
a sure way to promote the cause of peace and social progress in the modem 
world. 
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ROMANIA 


BRIEFS 


LAW MODIFYING CONSTITUTION ARTICLE--The GNA of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania adopts the present law. Sole article--Article Nr 44 of the 
Constitution of the Socialist Republic of Romania is amended to read: 
"Article 44--GNA deputies are elected for electoral constituencies having 
an equal number of inhabitants. "Representation quotas for the election 
of deputies, and the division of electoral constituencies are established 
by state council decree. "Each electoral constituency elects one deputy." 
[Text] [AU191512 Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 15 Dec 79 p 4 AU] 


TOURISM MINISTER DECORATED--Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, RCP secretary 
general and president of the Socialist Republic of Romania, today decorated 
Comrade Fmil Draganescu, member of the party Central Committee and minister 
of tourism and sports, with the "Star of the Socialist Republic First 
Class" order for his contribution to implementing the party-state policy 

of building the comprehensively developed socialist society in our father- 
land. The distinction was awarded to Comrade Emil Draganescu on his 60th 
birthday. The festive ceremony was attended by Comrade Elena Ceausescu 

and comrades llie Verdet, losif Banc, Emil Bobu, Cornel Burtica, Virgil 
Cazacu, lon Coman, Nicolae Constantin, Ion Dinca, Janos Fazekas, Paul 
Niculescu, Ion Patan, Dumitru Popescu, Virgil Trofin, Stefan Voitec, 

Mihai Gere and Ion Ursu. In his speech, Comrade Emil Draganescu expressed 
most heartfelt and profound gratitude to our party-state leadership and 
Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu personally for the high distinction awarded to 
him. Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu then took the floor and congratulated 

him. The comrades of the party-state leadership also warmly congratulated 
Comrade Fmil Draganescu and wished him much health and happiness and 
increasingly greater successes in his activity. [Text] [AU181504 

Bucharest Domestic Service in Romanian 1400 GMT 18 Dec 79 AU] 


FIRST SUBWAY SECTION OPENS--"Comrade Nicolae Ceausesc., RCP secretary 
general and president of the republic, today officiall. opened the first 
section of Bucharest's subway. "The arrival of Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu 
and of the other comrades of the party-state leadership was welcomed with 
particular enthusiasm by thousands and thousands of Bucharest residents." 
The ceremony was addressed by Gheorghe Pana, Bucharest's general mayor 
and the director general of the enterprise "Metroul Bucuresti" who 
expressed thanks for the coastruction of the important project. At the 
end Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu took the floor and congratulated the builders 
for their great achievement and wished them further success in their 
activity. [AU190924 Bucharest Domestic Service in Romanian 0900 GMT 

19 Dec 79 AU} 
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CONGOLESE WORKERS PARTY CONGRATULATED--The 10th anniversary of the PCT's 
foundation affords us a pleasant opportunity te convey to you, on behalf 

of the RCP and its secretary general Comrade Nicolae Ceausescu, warm 
greetings and best wishes fot success, as well as a message of friendship 
and militant solidarity. Socialist Romania is familiar with and appreciates 
the PCT's struggle and efforts to strengthen the country's political and 
economic independence, to promote the people's aspirations for freedom, 
social progress, well-being and happiness, to eradicate the old policy 

of domination and oppression and colonialism, neocolonialism and racism, 

to eliminate underdevelopment and to establish a new world economic order. 
Greatly satisfied with the ascending evolution of the relations of friend- 
ship, cooperation and solidarity between the RCP and the PCT, we are 
convinced that they will fully contribute to further deepening and diver- 
sifying the relations between the two countries and peoples, to consolidat- 
ing the unity of progressive, demoncratic and anti-imperialist forces 
everywhere, to the triumph of the cause of international peace and coopera- 
tion. [Signed] RCP Central Committee. [Text] [AU031022 Bucharest SCINTEIA 
in Romanian 31 Dec 79 p 5 AU] 


GREEK CINTERIOR) COMMUNIST VISITS--Comrade Virgil Cazacu, member of the 
political executive committee of the RCP Central Committee, met with 
Comrade Lefteris Voutsas, member of the executive bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Greek Communist Party (Interior) 12 December. The two 
sides discussed matters of common interest regarding the constant 
development of relations between the RCP and the Greek Communist Party 
(Interior). The meeting took place in a warm, comradely atmosphere. 
{AU191355 Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 13 Dec 79 p 5 AU] 


ROMANIAN-TURKISH WRITERS PROTOCOL--An understanding was signed in Bucharest 
2 December between the Romanian Writers Union and the Turkish Writers 

Trade Union for 1980-81. The document envisages mutual visits, exchange 

of publications and specialists, literary discussions of common interest 

and the intensification of translations of literary works of the two 
countries. [AU191355 Bucharest SCINTEIA in Romanian 13 Dec 79 p 5 AU] 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


REVIVAL OF BANNED, NEGLECTED FILMS URGED 
Belgrade STUDENT in Serbo-Croatian 28 Nov 79 p 13 


[Commentary by Miroslav Petkovic: "Movie Bans"; evidently occasioned, 
despite the absence of an explicit reference, by a running exchange in 
the letters-to-the-editor columns of the Belgrade weekly newsmagazine 
NEDELJNE INFORMATIVNE NOVINE (28 Oct 79, 4 Nov 79, 1] Nov 79 and 

18 Nov 79, p 2 in each instance) concerning the failure of Yugoslav movie 
houses ever to show a motion picture directed by Aleksandar Petrovic on 
the basis of Soviet writer Mikhail Bulgakov's novel “The Master and 
Margarita," even though the film won four prizes at the Pula film 
festival in the early 1970's} 


[Text] How Even Unbanned Motion Pictures Become Banned and How the Applause 
Goes to Works That Do Not Essentially Touch Anyone While Simultaneously 
Possessing a Splendid Veil of "Involvement," and While the Lasting 
Achievements of Yugoslav Cinematography Languish in Storage Bins. 


Story No l: "Master" Is Not the Only One... 


As we know, "The Master and Margarita" (Majstor i Margarita’) is not the 
only Yugoslav motion picture to have been banned. It has a lot of company 
in the storage bins. In dark, cold warehouses, covered with layers of 
dust, many films wait for someone finally to show them. To mention a few: 


1. Motion pictures by Aleksandar Petrovic: "Days" ("Dani"), "Two" ("Dvoje"), 
"The End of the World Is Coming Soon" ("Bice skoro propast sveta"). 


2. Motion pictures by Bostjan Hladnjak: "Dancing in the Rain” ("Ples na 
kisi"), "Sand Castle" ("Pescani zamak"). 


3. Motion pictures by Dusan Makavejev: "A Man Is Not a Bird" ("Covek nije 
tica"), "Innocence Without Protection" ("Nevinost bez zastite"), "A Love 
Affair or the Tragedy of a Postal-Telegraph-Telephone Clerk" ("Ljubavni 
slucaj ili tragedija sluzbenice PTT"). 


4, Motion pictures by Zivojin Pavlovic: "Awakening of the Rats" ("Budjenje 
pacova"), "When I Am Dead and White" ("Kad budem mrtav i beo"), "The Enemy" 
("Neprijatelj"), "The Returnee” ("Povratnik"). 
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5. Motion pictures by Kokan Rakonjac: "Circle" ("Krug"), "Walled Up" 
("Zazidant")., 


6. Omnibus motion pictures by Marko Babac, Kokan Rakonjac and Zivojin 
Pavlovic: "Drops of Water, Warriors" ("Kapi vode, ratnici"), "The City" 
("Grad"). 


7. A motion picture by Ante Babaje, "The Emperor's New Clothes" ("Carevo 
novo ruho"); a motion picture by Zelimir Zilnik, "Early Works" ("Rani 
radovi"); and so forth. 


The earlier works of Misa Radivojevic and Bora Draskovic are very rarely 
shown, as well as Vlatko Gilic's “Spine” ("Kicma"). Some of the motion 
pictures listed above have been banned by the courts, but the biggest joke 
is that no one will show the motion pictures that have not been banned. 
Movie editors at television stations and in cultural centers do not 
include such films in their programs. Thusly, unbanned motion pictures 
become banned motion pictures. Someone employing this procedure is 
intentionally ensuring oblivion for films that had a considerable impact, 
in their time, on Yugoslav cultural and political life. 


However, nothing can be hidden from young enthusiasts of cinematic art. 
Old journals and books exist as irrefutable evidence of the controversial 
era in Yugoslav cinematography that has been inaccurately termed the 
"black wave." If judicial bans say one thing, and movie reviews something 
entirely different, a dilemma arises--whom to believe? 


To resolve this dilemma, some motion pictures ought to be viewed, yet these 
films are not shown at the Kinoteka [film archive]--they are not shown 
anywhere. Someone is afraid that young people will be spoiled, morally 

and politically, by seeing these movies. Ridiculous. One gains the 
impression that politics has overwhelmed cinematic art. 


Story No 2: Concerning Kokan, Sasa and Zika 


First about Kokan. Youthful moviegoers have probably never even heard of 
him. A dropout from law school, a talented film artist, he died young. 
Only his films have remained behind. They would be worth showing. Some 
people are becoming aware that one Vciislav Rakonjac, a movie director, 
once existed. 


Then there are Sasa [Petrovic] and Zika [Pavlovic]. Praised and disputed. 
Attacked for all sorts of things: 


For being anticommunists. 





For portraying life and socialism falsely. 
For being inhumane. 
For distorting the image of our revolution. 


For: 
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As though Sasa Petrovic were to blame for the fact that people are imperfect 
and prefer to carouse and enjoy themselves rather than sacrifice for 
elevated ideals. 


Whether we declare ourselves communists or not, all of us resemble [Bulgakov 
character} Poligraf Poligrafovich Sharov. Women and vodka are dearer to us 
than the class concepts of Filipovich and the “good intentions" of 

Shvonder [Bulgakov characters]. We all have shortcomings--we are human 
beings. 


Neither Petrovic nor Pavlovic invented social differences, which are 
historically conditioned and which tend always to be dumped on the same 
people's heads. 


An inhumane person would never have been able to direct the carousal scene 
in “The Feather Gatherers" ("Skupljaci perja" [by Petrovic]) or the journey 
of the agreeable vagabond in “When I Am Dead and White.” Such matters 

are reserved for humanists. 


It is a matter of free artistic choice to select the theme of a motion 
picture. Human beings or fireworks? Sasa and Zika opted for human beings. 
Films by Sasa Petrovic and Zivojin Pavlovic should be viewed with the eyes 
of an artist, not the eyes of a politician. Hence the misunderstanding: 
some movie critics proclaimed their films destructive--because the critics 
employed political rather than artiscic arguments in their analyses. 
Petrovic and Pavlovic never made political films. Their motion pictures 
are devoted to human beings. Let us remember the audition in "When I Am 
Dead and White," let us remember the slobbering little gypsy boy with the 
cigar in "The Feather Gatherers," let us remember.... 


There, art overwhelmed politics. 
Story No 3: Unemployed Artists and Some Other People 


Our movie critics, instead of whining loudly about the Yugoslav film 
industry and waiting for a gift from God in the form of a Yugoslav 
Andrzej Wajda, ought to remember that the following are sitting at home 
unemployed: Makavejev, Hladnik, Babaja, Petrovic.... 


A Yugoslav "Man of Marble" [Wajda's latest motion picture] cannot be expected 
from directors who make such films as "The Newspaperman" ("Novinar”), 

"The Trophy" ("Trofej"), and "Stick Around and You'll Catch On" ("Zivi bili 
pa vidjeli" [prominent recent films]. These “involved motion pictures” 

have experienced the worst that could have happened to them: the loudest 
applause for them comes from the people who are most criticized in them. 

And they are the same persons who banned the motion pictures listed in 

story No 1 above. 


CSO: 2800 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


POOR IDEOLOGICAL, POLITICAL TRAINING OF YOUTH NOTED 
Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 21 Dec 79 p 2 


[Excerpts] We asked sove young people what self-management is. The 
answers were like this: "Self-management, that is what we have here," 
or “Self-management is--I know--but cannot explain,” "It is when the 
workers in factories manage themselves..." 


Although in the last few years the ideological-political training of 
young people has received exceptional attention, their knowledge of 

the s-lf-management system and Marxism is deficient and frequently 
superficial. All schools from elementary to university have instruc- 
tion in Marxism and self-management theory, more and more people 
attend youth political schools, and there is also more and more Marxist 
literature. But substantive results are lacking. Why? 


It has been said a thousand times that we do not want pupils to 
encounter Marxist theory only in classes on Marxism but that all sub- 
jects should be based on Marxism. Unfortunately up to now these are 
only words and nice wishes; because in most schools it is given only as 
a subject in lectures. And even as a subject it is passed with poor 
grades. 


Finally, after 2 years without textbooks, the Belgrade elementary 
schools got social study books for the 4th grade. Two years is entirely 
sufficient to compile a good text. [But] in regard to society as it 
appears in this textbook--this is another question. 


The first encounter a 10-year-old has with self-management interest 
communities reads like this: "A self-management interest community is 

a community of working people who, in a SIZ [self-management interest 
community] as self-managers, satisfy their personal and joint (general) 
needs and interests." The author, Bogoljub Mihailovic, does not explain 
in a single word the essence of interest communities. Perhaps this is 
also better because the author thinks that joint and general needs are 
one and the same. But this has never, at least up to now, been the 
case. 
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Mihallovic goes on to enumerate the kinds of interest communities and 
says: “Every worker participates in issuing decisions, in realizing 
and controlling the execution of agreements." The worker can [indeed] 
decide himself but the author has forgotten tue delegates and delega- 
tions which make decisions in the SIZ assembly. 


The following lines are a real gem: "The linking of workers’ interests 
in OOURs [basic organizations of associated work] and those in SIZ's is 
achieved through a self-management agreement which calls for: 1) the 
associating of workers and joint (social) resources for production, 

2) associating of mutual relations of workers, work organizations, and 
SIZ's, 3) distributing earnings (OUR [organization of associated work] 
income and personal income) through issuing regulations and measures on 
distribution, 4) establishing the rights, obligations, and responsibil- 
ities of workers in associated work." 


These definitions, difficult and not adapted to this age-group, are not 
even in accord with the constitution or the Law on Associated Work. 
Some terms are imprecise and others mistakenly used. For instance, OUR 
income and personal income are defined as earnings. Probably with the 
intention of simplifying some concepts, the author "intentionally" com- 
mitted mistakes. It is surprising that the reviewers missed all this 
and that the Serbian educational council approved the textbook. 


Social studies is not the only textbook filled with mistakes and suffer- 
ing from statistics, models, and stereotypes. Clarity and concrete 
examples are lacking in «st textbooks on Marxism and self-management. 
Thug, the most immediate reality is changed into unclear abstraction. 
But is not Marxism that very theory which does not build its foundation 
on abstractions but rather on reality? ...The serious danger exists 
that instruction will become uninventive, stereotyped, and based on the 
memorizing of data, names, and dates, [all of] which creates a separa- 
tion of young people not only from the subject but also from Marxism in 
general. 


In Belgrade more than 60 percent of teachers of Marxism are inadequately 
trained. Many received Marxism classes as a supplement to their 
specialized subject, such as geography, psychology, Russian language, etc. 


All this has significantly reduced the results of Marxist education of 
young people. Much more qualitative ideological-political knowledge is 
needed for participation in self-management life. 


The Socialist Youth League also has an important role in the ideological- 
political education of young people. However, there exists a number of 
problems here also: programs are not fully linked with self-management 
practice, the quality is not uniform, there is much repetition in them.... 
Ail in all, they also inadequately train young people for direct action. 
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The concept of youth political schools is to supplement and outline 
Marxist knowledge which young people have (or have not) acquired in 
regular school or in the basic organization of the Youth League. About 
40,000 young people passed through youth political schools in Serbia 
last year alone. While these results cannot be underestimated, there 
are also problems here. 


One of the greatest causes for weakness in Marxist education is the lack 
of suitable popular Marxist literature which would be understocd by all 
young people regardless of their structural category. There is no such 
literature and the works of classic Marxism are so expensive that not 
even the youth organizations can purchase them, to say nothing of 
individuals. 


CSO: 2800 END 
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